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L E T T E R XI. 

Lady Louifa G. to Lady Jane S. 

I HAVE kept feith with my fethcr, and 
given iSir George Revel another hearing* 
He has juft left me. 

I believe the filly man thought to dazzle 
me by the finery of his peribn^ for he was mpft 
fumptuoufly drefied; that timidity and em- 
baraffinenty which a real lover would have felt 
in bis predicament^ he did not even afieftj for 
he approached me with a gay complacent air^ 
and in a kind of raillying tone opened the con- 
verfationj as follows :*^ 

VouIL 6 I hope. 


^ AHUNDEn 

€ 

I hope. Lady Louifa, I have now the honor 
to approach you in a more favorable moment, 
than when we laft met at t;he Opera ; I flatter 
myfelf I am indebted to your voluntary good 
will for this happinefs, and that I am not too 
prefumj)tuous in fuppofing your fentiments 
have changed in my favor. 

I muft own to you I felt my heart rife againft 
him for the manner even more than the mat- 
ter of this fpeech) and I had fo ftrong a pro- 
penfity to humble his felf-affiirance, as well as 
to Ihorten a difagreeahle converfation, that I 
immediately replied to him in thefe words : 

Sir George Revel, if you want that generous 
indignation which naturally revolts from every 
fevor that is extorted from the beftower, I am 
forry to difcover that the only valuable attri- 
bute, which belongs to pride, is that which you 
do notJ'poffefe. 

I perceive. Madam, by this fample of your 
feverity, that whatever pride I may be poffefled 
of, I fliall have occalion for it allj Ibmc pride 
I muft of neceffity have had, or I could never 
have afpired to addrejfe the fineft woman in the 
world, with a fpirit the moft implacable. 
5uppofe then you was to wafte no more 
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tome upon that implacable fpirit ; for though 
you may not be inclined to confult my repofe, 
yet it is to be prefumed you have fome confi- 
deration for your own. 

All the confideration in life for both, my 
adorable Lady Louifa: for your's in the firft 
place, to whofe enjoyments I am prepared to 
dedicate every thing that fortune can purchafc 
or pleafure beftow 5 to my own in the fecond 
degree, becaufe you are all that I defire on 
earth, and without you I muft be miferable. 

You are matter of my time. Sir George 5 I 
muft hear whatever you are pleafed to fay. 

Yes, Madam, you took a very early oppor- 
tunity of telling me this interview was extorted 
from you ; you did not fuffer me to indulge 
die hope that you had been aflcnting to it: 
you let me know betimes that I am not the 
objeft of your prefent inclination^, and your 
eyes direfted me to find out my rival ; but fo* 
mean a rival is not worth my notice -, whilft I . 
am looking up to Lady Louifo I cannot pay 
attention to the worm that is crawling in the 
duft; I muft believe that my devotion and 
afliduities will in the end prevail, and as no in- 
ferior beauty can fatisfy my ambition, whilft I 

B 2 have 


4 ARUNDEL. 

have fortune and pretenGons to alpire to your 
Ladyfhip, I fhall perfevere in fpite of all re- 
pulfes to adore you. 

You have again taken upon you, without 
any licenci^ to ?point out an imaginary rival, 
"which, as a creature merely of your own brain^ 
you have sof free kav^ to defcribe as you 
pleafe; but belieye me. Sir George Revel, it is 
very poffible for me to decline the honor of 
your addrefles^ anc} yet be without the plea of 
^any other attachment. 

Ah ! Madam, I am under no difficulty to 
account for your jH-ejudiccs againfl: mej I know 
liow apt we are to cofltra<5l the habits and opi- 
nions of thofc we live with; I cannot forget 
that your Lady^p has a mother, who dif- 
mifled me fix>m her doors; I can recollect 
whom Ihe employed in that honorable office> 
and I muft not wonder if the mother's favorite 
is the daughter's pafiion* 

Your infinuations, I now replied, favbur fo 
ftrongly of a purpofed infult, that they would 
warrant me in an immediate difavowal of any 
further intcrcourfe or convcrfation with you ; 
but the chara£ber of my mother is not to be 
jgUnced at even in the ^^til ornnner^ widi- 

out 
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eut a full inveftigation of the falfehoods upofli 
which you grotin4 thofe infinuations. 

Falfehoods do you call ditem ! is it not noto- 
rious to all the world — ? 

Whdt, I demanded, what is notorious to 
all the world ? 

The partiality of Lady G* to her creature 
ArundeL 

I now rofe from my feat, and, whilft my heart 
fwelled with indignation — I will 'not confent, 
faid I, to hold any further difcourfe with the 
dcfamer of my mother ; and as it is for her fake 
©nly that I have endured this interview, fo I 
now proceft that until you have atot^ to I^er^ 
until I fee her in this very houfe, reftored to 
her famfly, and hear from her own lips that 
flie is heartily and fincerely reconciled to you, 
and joins her authority with my fadier's for 
compelling me to another conference, (whici^ 
I think will not haftily h|ippen) no force nor 
perfuafion, npt a thoufand deaths, if it were 
poillble to fufFer them, (hall prevail with m« 
to commit niyfelf to your company any more« 

With thefe words I abruptly left him to his 
meditations, and retiriiig to my chamber^ gavo 

B 3 a vent 


6 A R U N D E L, 

a vent to my full hearty and, having m part 
difcharged the burthen hy the relief of tears^ 
I refort to this confolatory taflc, and pour forth 
the forrows of niy foul into the ear of a friend* 

Farewell. 


LETTER LIL 

Jrundd to Charles Mortlake. 

1AM fetting out for Arundel- houfe, from 
which I (hall write to youj and give you an 
account of the works going on at the Par- 
fonage. 

As I know you have full occupation for the 
prelent at Cambridge, and muft have fome 
time to prepare yourlclf and take leave of your 
friends, I wifli you not to think of coming into 
Kent, till you hear from me that things arc in 
'fome ftate of readinefs for youi' reception. 

Alas, my dear Charles, I blufh when I re- 
colled: the vain and idle hope, which like a 

cloud 
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cFoucThas Ihrunk frpm my embrace : the poff- 
fcript of my laft ktter, if you have it to refer 
to, will explain to you what I mean. That 
vifion did not appear at Lady Freville's 5 there 
was no angel form for my fighr, no aitgel 
voice: for my ear'; the phantom, which in my 
dream- 1 law, which with my hands I handled, 
and which irt my imagination I carefl&d, whilit 
tears of love and tendernefs fell frpm her melt- 
ing eyes, is vanilhed into ^ir. 

Nor is this all;— fuch things might pafs^ 
away, and yet hope might be left Behind ^ in- 
ffead of which, defpair fupplies her place -, for 
I hear with hopror that the affaflin of my peace- 
hath been permitted to renew his vifits. 

The daemons of Ambition, Avarice and Re- 
venge have feized the father's heart, and he is 
driving an ingenuous mind upon the precipice 
of ruin^; a noble nature will be facrificcd by 
the fentence of an arbitrary parent- 

My- heart bleeds with forrow. — Why fhould 
I difguife the truth ? — It burns with indig- 
nation. 

Shall I repent of the chaftifement, which I 
gave Lord G. ? I difdain fuch meannels. I 
will rather glory in the ftiare I had, when the 
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8 ARUNDEL. 

temple of this Dagon was tumbled to the 
ground, though my hopes are cruflied beneath 
its ruins in the fall. 

I will refort to the country, and there I will 
ftrive to folace an aching heart by the placid 
occupation of embellifhing a beautiful ijpot, in 
which it hath been my happy chance to plant 
a virtuous and beloved friend. Farewell. 


^"M'vvMaaBMMaBAwMM. 


LETTER LIIL 
iMtf Jam S. to Lady Louifa G. 

^ H O U art made for love, my fweet Louifa, 
and love is made for thee, and ftiU you 
make bad work between you. What are you 
puzzling about ? Do not you fee that Arun- 
del doats upon you ? Do not you know that 
you doat upon him ? What do you want to 
know more ? Shall fathers and mothers and 
aunts and coufins fit in council upon my af- 
fedions? Will they »bear the mifery of my 
difappointment ? Shall they direft the motions 
of my heart? You have compromifed with 

your 
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jrour father, fb would not!: you have pro- 
mifed not to communicate with the man yoili 
love, fo would not 1 : you have confented to 
receive the ftale addreffes of the man you ab- 
hor j I would not do it, if it was to fave the 
whole Ipecies. 

How much to be preferred is my pride and 
my poverty before your wealth and your hu- 
mility! 

Thank Heaven, Scotland is ftill the knd of 
matrimonial liberty. I loVe my brother — my 
God, how I love him ! fie is my laft fupport 
in life, my beft, my only friend ; but was he 
to attempt to check the tide of my affeftions,, 
he might as well turn the current of the winds, 
ftem the flow of the ocean, . or beat, back the 
, emanation of the fun, and whelm the world in 
darknefs by the breath of his mouth. . 

That Sir George Revel is my avcrfion ; T 
never faw him, but no. matter; 'tis enough 
fer me that he had the cowardly principle to 
draw his fword upon an unarmed man : had . 
he the wealth of die world, and all the outward 
graces that ever centered in the human form,, 
I would wbifile him down the wind.. Though 
lam a bi^gar, recoUeft I am a. b^ar en^ 
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nobled by the blood of Scottilh kings : I'll 
marry honor in rags, but I'll have no com- 
merce with a mifcreant, though in a robe of 
ftate* 

I much doubt, my dear Louifa, if at this 
moment I have a fair Scottifh pound, which 
I can truly call my own, and independantly 
command to beftow where 1 will ; die clothes 
that cover and the meal that feeds me, are my 
brother's j but as I Ihare his purfe, I (hare his 
blood 5 I will do no wrong to either, nor ihall 
any orife do wrong to me. I can defend my 
own honor, I am competent alfo to make my 
own choice : my hero will fupport me with his 
iife, but he will never thmk of overruling me 
by hi& will. 

Aruredel is a noble fellow ; the man, who 
feared not to provoke the father whilft he ad- 
mired the daughter, is a man to my heart's 
content, and I know no authority, which na»- 
ture has given to a parent, that can oblige me 
to adopt his refentments, when they Ipring 
from meanntfs, or prevent me from admiring 
that principle, which is founded in honor. 

Your Arundel is the nephew of my Arun- 
del, of that glorious creature, who perhaps at 

this 
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• this moment is bleeding in his country's fer- 
vice, and, with my gallant hero by his fide, 
vollying the Britifli thunder on our enemies,^ 
and has he not an hereditary claim upon my 
heart ? Ah ! my dear Louifa, had you my 
Ipirit of rebellion added to your propenfity to 
die tender paffion, all this combuftion would 
have been avoided, arfd one refolute ftep ftrait 
forwards would have faved thoufends, . which 
you have now to take through crooked path?- 
and roiihd-about roads before you ftiall arrive 
weary and jaded at the end of youf journey* 

If Love affails me,, which he has not yet 
thought fit to do to any lerious purpofe, I wili 
make a Ihort. battle of it ; he Ihall not wafte 
my ftrength with manoeuvres, for I will put 
the affair to iflue at once, 'Tis to this refo- 
lution I am now indebted for having' brought : 
a love-fuit to its conclufion, which might 
elfe have been as tedious as a fuit in Chancery j 
for my gentleman was one of thofe pruden- 
tial, worldly-minded dealers,, who wait for bet- 
ter times, and look fo .ciofely to what is called 

- the main chance, as to let ail other chances go 
by them without thinking them worth^atten^ 
tion. I am Ipeaking of Sir Adam Crichtoni 

B6 whom- 
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whom you remember dancing after mc all laft 
winter in liOndon^ and a pretty dance I led 
him. Fortune threw him in niy way again at 
Edinborough : and being a perfon, whom few 
women could look upon ivith indifference, I 
confers I was not difpleafed to find 'him renew 
his addrefles with more ardor than at the 
firft. 

Many days had not paffed in this manner^ 
when Sir Adam took his opportunity of mak- 
ing certain honorable propofals to me, declar- 
ing, in all due pbrafe and emfhafis proper to a 
lover, that his fate depended on my anfwer, he 
could not furvive a refufal ; the happinefs of 
his life, nay, his very life itfelf^ was in this 
moment to be decided, he trembled for the 

. ifliie, yet he flattered himfelf I was too noble to 
have encouraged him to hope, only to plunge 
him in difappointment and delpair. Whilft 

. this rhapfody was going on he kept his eyes 
fixt upon me, and as I was certainly not dif- 
pleafed to fee fo handfome a lover at my feer^ 
he no fooner perceived the impreflion he had * 

" made on a fpft filly heart, which never, learht 

to play the hypocrite, than catching me in his 

arms, as if already in pofleflion of his priie^ 
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he rapturotifly cxelaimcd— My life, my foul 1- 
Oh let mti hope that fmile cotifents ! Oh fuf- x 
fcr your tfaafported lover thus to welcome the 
r aulpicious omeiH thus to fed our happy union: 
with a fond ernbr^ce ! *— * 

A thought now ftnick me (naturdlly enough^ 
you will fay, as my lover was a Scottilh man)* 
that in the midft of thcfe raptures he might 
poflibly be in ft millake as to his own difiiite^ 
reftednefs ; for, as a vulgar error had gbne but 
in our countty> that I was to inherit my aunt 
Selkirk's fortune, it was not impofllble but 
this worthy gendeman might have fallen into 
the trap„ which one or two of his predccellbri 
had Humbled over Ih time pall, and therefore 
I thought it beft to make a clear field before 
we proceeded to further aAion, by removing, 
all fuch flumbling-blocks out of his' way. 

A few words fiifficed to allure him that I 
was to all intents and purpofes a com'pleat 
beggar, and until Jupiter fent another golden 
fliowcr from the fkics, likely fo to remain to the 
end of my days. As Sir Adam was a wife and 
prudent man in the main, though his ideas had 
been a litde fubtilized juft now by the heat o£ 
his im^^nation^ I believe he would have been 

heartily 
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heartily glad to have difpenfed with all the rap^ 
tures of his late embrace, had he even clalped the 
goddefs Venus in his arms ; and though it was 
life or dc^th - with him but a minute before, 
whilft my aunt Selkirk was behind the cur- 
tain, yet now it was^ pretty clear there were 
ibme things dearer to him than life itfclf ; and 
if I had not fmiled quite fo tenderly upon 
him, he would iiave ftruggled hard to furvive 
the difappointment of his hopes :. in fhort, at 
that moment I much doubt if he would not 
rather have taken my aunt Selkirk herfelf in 
his arms for the next embrace thanpoo^ needy 
Lady Jane. 

Figure to. yourfelf fome greedy contra6tor, 
in the very moment of driving his bargain 
with the minifter for the plunder of the pub- 
lic, pf efentcd by that minifter with an order 
for refunding the peculations he had amaffed, 
and you may form fome. idea of Sir Adam'-S- 
countenance at this inftant. 

1 muft take fome credit to myfelf for refift^ 

ing a certain malicious impulfe, which temptr 

cd me to indulge a little raillery, at his ex* 

• pence j hut charity prevailed over contempt, 

and, as I faw enough to convince me I was 

in 
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in company with a very fordid fellow, mc- 
thougHt the fooner I was rid of fuch fociety 
the better, 

I fufpeft, my good Sir Adam, faid I, we are 
both in a miftake juft now ; you in fuppofing 
me not fo poor as I really am, I in believing 
you more dilinterefted than in faft you are : 
let us therefore content ourfelves with the dif* 
covery we have mutually made of each other's 
diipofition : I am fatisfied you could have lik- 
ed me, if it had been your intereft fo to do ; 
you are fatisfied I could have liked you, if 
you had not preferred your intereft. Thus 
then the account ftands between us — You 
have offered marriage, and taken an embrace 
by way of carneft and in pledge of faith : take 
your offer back again, I releafe you from it ; 
and as for the embrace, much good may it do 
you, let it pais i my aunt Selkirk is in th? 
fault of that ; therefore you may return it to 
her the firft time you meet, or to any other 
rich old dowager like her, whofe money-bags 
may tempt you to bcftow it on their owner.-— 
Exit Sir Adam: he is off, good man !— il^ 
life! my foul! wy idol! — all thofe charming 
words are vanilhed into air, and your poor 

' foUtary 
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fi)litaiy Jane remains like her poor folitarjr 
tree— 

To wail the winter of ber hopes. 

Apropos to that tree ;. my dear Louira, would 
ypu believe that in my vifit to it this evening, 
as the fun was fetting under the weftern moun- 
tains, I encountered ajlip-jhod Sybil under its 
branches in the very adt of meagre infpiration, 
chaunting Out the following doleful ditty to 
the tune of Roflitte, Cqftle. I took the words 
from her mouth, and as you are well ac- 
quainted with the.ftrain I fend * you .the Sy- 
bil's ditty, whi^ you may apply to the tune, 
fiippoling the firft ftania to be my queftion, 
and the laft your anfwer to it j obferving only 
that the two laft lines of each ftanza are to be 
repeated in the ftrain. 

What means this languor t tell me why 

Thy bojom draws this heaving Jgb ; 

ylrt thou deferted or betray" d ? 

Sayy who can wrong thee, gentle maid t 

Is thy lave abfent or unkind ? 

What tinguijh racks Louija's mindl 

11. If 
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l^you would know whatpron^ts thisjigh^ 
Enquire of Time ^ and hid him fly ; 
Bidhimftretch all bis pinions out 
To bring the lagging hours about j 
viW when with the dear youth Vm Ueft^ 
Then let Time flop and tah his r^» 

Farewell 
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LETTER LIV- 

Lady Louifa. G. to the Count ejs of Gt 


A LAS, my deareft mother, to what extre-. 
mitics have I been driven fihce our 
lafl: unhappy partir^ ! 

My father, though divefted of his office, 
and no longer courting parKamehtary ftipport, 
is not divefted of his partiality for Sir George 
Revel : he refcnts my behavior to him in a 
very high degree, and hath again brokp out 

intQ> 
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into the bittereft invedives againft you ancf 
Mr. Arundel, for being in a combraation 
againft him, and even hinted (with indigna- 
tion I repeat it to you), that you engaged 
Mn Arundel in a preconcerted quarrel with 
Sir George, that by dllpatching him out of 
the way you might make an opening for your 
favorite, as he calls that gentleman, to carry 
on a defign, which he pretends to believe yoU' 
had formed of marrying him to me. 

Inveterate againft him for the Ipeech he 
made in parliament, of which the town yet 
rings with applauft, he keeps no meafures in 
his refentment, but throws out certain infinua- 
tions, which no one, who had not bidden fare- 
well to truth and delicacy, could have fuggeft- 
ed, and which with juft abhorrence I forbear 
to mention. 

In conclufioi^ he drove me ta the painful al- 
ternative, either to admit Sir George Revel to 
renew his addrefles, or to be excluded from 
any farther correlpondence or communication 
with you. I fubmitted to receive the vilits of 
that odious man again, for this is temporizing 
only J — but if I would confent to his propofals, 
and clofe with the full wiflies of my deluded 

father. 
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father, then J might efFeft a reconciliation in 
my family^ then I might reftorc ^ baniflicd 
mother to her home, his arms fliould be open 
to receive you, and all be peace and harmony 
again. 

The felf-fame day prefented me with the 
fight of my unwelcome vifi:tor Sir George: 
abjeft as he is to fue to me, who had before 
difcarded him, ftill he could not fo keep down 
his proud fpirit as tamely to endure the flights 
I put upon him. At laft he gave a loofe ta 
his audacious tongue, charging me with hav- 
ing attached my heart to fomemore happy ri- 
val, and preftiming to fay I had contradted 
that attachment by copying your Ladyfliip in 
your prepofleffion for a certain favorite, plainly 
pointing at Mr. Arundel. 

This infolent infinuation ftung me to the 
qiiick, and, whilft my blood boiled with indig- 
nation, I declared to him no force ihould pre- 
vail over me to admit the man into my pre- 
fence, who dared to revile the charafter of my 
mother. It was on your account, I plainly 
told him, that I then fuffered his vifit^ and 
until he had completely atoned to you for his 
calumnious infinuation, till I faw you ^gain 

reinstated 
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rcinftatcd in your family, and received frorrr 
! your lips an aflurance of reconciliation, I 
would never fee him more, whatever I might 
undergo from the difpleafure of my father. 

With this denunciation I abrupdy left him ;, 
and here the matter refts at prefent^ 

And now, my beloved, my indulgent mo- 
ther, what remains but that I open all my^ 
heart to you ? Amidfl: all the falfehoods this^ 
calumniator uttered, ftill I muft acknowledge 
he is fiitally too right in one conjefture.— 
Ah I Madam, it is my hard fate to love and 
to deipairt a fecret paflTton pmys upon tny 
hearty my health fmks under it. Would you 
know the real fource of all thoie ftrange vicif- 
ficodeSj, thoie incoherencies^. by which my 
^irits have been agitated fot Ibme time pafti, 
date your account of them from the very hour 
in which I firft encountered the all- conquer- 
ing eyes of Arundeh 

You know him well j you- with coojer oB- 
fervation have more nearly contemplated the 
pcrfeaion of his charafter, the charms of his 
^ffon* I am the vi<9im of a briefs paflioni, 
and toft without redfemption,. If neceffity did. 
OOt now extort it from nfie, it had ftill re- 

maincd 


ARUNDEL.. St 

mained a fecret even from you ; but as I fore- 
fee you will be applied to by Sir George Re- 
vel yeiry ipecdUy, not improbably by my fa- 
ther bknfelC it wwld be unjiuft not to apfxisse 
you of the real fituation of my beart ; at die 
lame tim^ it would be ungenerous to convey 
a wifh that you fhould facrifice a moment, 
that is now the crifis pf your reconciliation, to 
any unavailing efforts in my delperate caule. 
No, my dear^ft mother, make your peace with 
my father, and leave me to ftruggle with my 
fate. 

The breach between him and Arundel is 
now become incurable : no circumftances can 
ever move him to eipoufe the caufe of one fo 
hoftile, fo obnoxious, one whom he has of- 
fended> and by whoft) he is ofieoded beyond 
reparation. At the fame time, no paflkoi 
however ftrong, no treatment however fevere, 
jQiall drive me upon claodeftiiie, deQ)erate mea^ 
fores, which, though the preccdwtfs^ already 
numerous, were multiplied by numbers more, 
I never will refort to. 

Return therefore in peace, and he once 
more in the bofom of your family: I will 
gladly pay the ranlbm for your deliverance, 

and 


\ 


^t ARUNDEL. 

and fliall glory in my fujfferings. If I muft be 
made the viftim of eompulfion, if my father, 
obftinately bent upon his purpofe, will drag 
me to the altar, he fhall fhortly after have the 
.tafk of carrying me to the grave. 

Farewell. 


L E T T E R LV. 

ft ^ 

TJ^e Countefs of G. to Lady Louifa G. 

TO ENT with ten thouland agonizing fenfa- 
tions, a mother's hdeeding heart bleffes 
and bids adieu to her beloved child. 

May that proteding Bemg, to whofe throne 
my applications fhall afcend in your behalf 
direft and gracioufly fupport you in this dan- 
gerous crifis ! I can no longer help you j the 
only duty I can now perform is to remove 
a ftumbling-block from your path j the only 
offering I can make is to blefs and to pray 
for you. 

t Yet 
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Yet before I totally refign the duties of a 
parent, and fecede from a world, which I 
renounce) to an afylum where I fhall be Ihel- 
tered from the malice and even from the re- 
membrahce of my oppreflbrs, I leave with 
you my folemn exhortation and proteft againft 
your marriage with that worthlefs ReveL 

Maik me, Louifa ! if ever you confent to 
yield your hand to him, and ftamp your con- 
fcience with a lie before the altar of your God, 
caspeA the vengeance you deferve. 

Was your father now before me, I lhoul4 
not hold back a tittle of the truth which I ut4 
ter : judge then if we can reunite j judge if 
our meeting would not blow thefe flames into 
a fiercer heat, and own with me it is the wifeft, 
kindeft meafure I can take in this extremity, 
to avoid an interview by concealing myfelf in 
fome foreign country from his fearch. 

Anci now it only remains, as the hfl mater- 
nal duty which is left me, to fpeak to you of 
Arundel. 

^ Ah ! why would yon cohcej^ from me your 
paflSion for the moft engaging, the moft ami- 
able of men ? AJas, ray child* why would 
you not confide to me the very firft emotions 

he 
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he created in your heart ? But let that pafs ! 
Ute as your confeflion is, I thank you for it 
from my foul, and with the fame fincerity of 
heart I ieal your choice with my moft abfolute 
conient, and fanftify it with my ardent prayers 
for its fuccels. 

In his virtue you will find a guide, in his 
courage a protcAor, in his arms a blefCng: to 
him I bequeath you ; he alone deferves you ; 
with him you will be happy. 

More I might add ; much more would not 
odiauft the topics but kt this fuffice i 

' Farewells 


LETTER LVI. 

jirundel to the Cotmtifs of G. 

ArandeI«hoiife» 

\X;'ERE I 10 follow the impulfe of my ^ 

heart upon die receipt of your moft 
flattering letter, die perfon not the pen of 
Arusxkl would have the lu^py office of ex- 

pref&ng 
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pl-effing to you my fenfibility of your'good- 
nefs, and giving vent to a devoted heart, that 
overflows with gratitudej fr^wn not, nioft ex- 
alted of your fexi if I prefume to add— widi 
aSe&ioa. 

Let me recoiled what I was, till you con- 
defcended to regard me with kindnefs, to fof- 
ter me by your compaffion, to tranfplant me 
into the foil, where I have flourilhed by your 
favor : Confider me in the next place, as t 
now am, a man who by nature am endowed 
with the warmeft feelings of the heart, by 
gratitude infpired with every ardent emotion, 
whilft I am only meditating on your bounty, 
how then fhall I command myfelf, when pre- 
fent widi you ? When I {hall fee your eyes 
fufflifed with tears, and the purefl: bofom in 
creation labouring with fighs, will not my fpirit 
be in arms to avenge thofe wrongs that have 
provoked your forrows ? Had nature formed 
me of lefs penetrable ftuff, or not compounded 
you with every tender grace, with eveiy Mt 
expreflive charafter of female lovelinefs, I' 
might controul my temper, though I pitied 
your afflidions j as it is, my defperation might 
only aggravate your fufFerings, and die refent- 
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ment of your Lord, that I have now drawa 
.«pon myfelf alone^ mi^t then be directed 
with accumulated malide againft you. 

There is fuch venom in fomc hearts againft 
you, and fo ready are they to feize the fmalleft 
opening for giving vent to it, that I declare 
to you I fcarce^darc to turn my eyes, much 
Icfs my ftep5, towards that quarter of the 
country where you inhabit : the poifon is pre- 
pared, an opportunity is only wanting to ad- 
jninifter it. 

Having Aated this, I remain at your com- 
mand. Danger is only terribleto me as it af- 
fects you. If you, who are armed in inno- 
cence, fet it at defiance, I, who am all devo- 
.tion, hold every thing but your commands 
ibeneath my notice. Farewell. 
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LETTER LVn. 
'iT^e Couxtefs ^ G, to JriaidsU 

^y ES, Amndel, I"ad(^tydurxourifeli my 
eyes are open to my danger and we meet 
-no more* ' 

Though my affeAion for you, i(why fhould 
1 not own what you mufl: have difeovered ?i) 
^^%^ let me fay, though my affe^um for you 
were inconfiderate enough to brave all confe- 
quences, yet I cannot bear the thought of fa- 
crificing you j and that felf-denial, which per- 
Jiaps is infufficient for n^y own prefervation, 
for your*s becomes tuiconquerable. 

I conjure you by all that is facred to man 
not to ftir a ftep towards me this day ^ to-mor- 
TOW r ihall te out of your reach : my abode 
will not be known to you, nor to niy family ; 
it will not be in England. 

Start not at this meafure, for it is ancceflary 
one J you will fee all my motives and admit 
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the juftice of them, when I difclofe to you "a 
fecret, which is of the laft importance both to 
your peace of mind and to my own — Louifa 
loves you. — ^Now, Arundel, have I not reafon 
for what I do ? That I may yield up every 
wifh of my heart, and transfer them all entire 
and unperverted to the happinefs of my child, 
and to the completion of her future union with 
the obje£t of her love, I retire to fecret foli- 
tude and healing meditation. 

If I did not know Louifa's worth, I could 
not bring myfelf to form a wilh that Ihe may 
be your's j but believe me, Arundel, for I de- 
clare it; to you in the fuUnefs and fincerity of 
my heart, a nobler nature is not to be found 
on .earth : Ihe is generous in the bell fenfe of 
the word, of a clear and candid fpirit, pure in 
principle, but alive to all the tender paflions to 
excefs : I Ipeak to you without rcferve ; there 
is your only danger, it is there you muft apply 
your ftriaeft guard ; to you I confign j truft, 
you (if Heaven grants my prayer) will fill 
that place, which hard neceflity now forces me 
to recede from. 

In this and all things elfe I rely upon your 
honor, faidifulnefs and difcretion ^ if I recover 

my 
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my tranquillity in the retirement to which 1 anv 
going, you fliail hear fronm me again, if nor^ 
farewell for ever. 


LETTER LVIIL 

^he Earl to the Gomtefs of G^ 

T AD Y Louifa having confented to reftorc* 

peace and harmony to her family by yield- 

' ing to a renewal of Sir George RevePs ad- 

drefles, with a reference to your Ladylhip for 

yout voice and acquiefcencc in the matter, 

nothing is now wanting to put that mod de- 

firable match in train but your concurrence 

and advice; you have it therefore now iq your 

1 power in the fame inftant to eftablifli your 

daughter in a moft enviable fituation, open 

my arms to welcome you once more into the 

hearts of your family, and for ever annihilate 

\ all differences between us. 

As there have been fome unlucky mifunder- 
(landings between you and Sir George Revel, 
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which ought now to be put an end t<^ that 
gentleman propofes waiting upon you in per- 
icn, as a mark of his relpeft^ and I will not 
doubt of your receiving his compliment in 
fuch a manner as ihall lay the foundation oC 
a lafting cordiality between you for the time, 
to come. 


LETTER LIX. 

fht Omtefs to the Earl of G. 

T^ HE conditions of my confenting to Loui^ 
fa's umon with Sir George Revel would 
be very tempting, if I were not fatisfied that; 
her happinefs would thereby be facrificed ta 
our reconciliation : in this perfuafiony I will 
never felfifhly yield that confent, whidi is to 
make her miferable, . but on the contrary do ia 
the moft. folemn manner proteft againft the 
jnatch, . L, G- 

LETTER 
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LETTER LX. 


Sir George ^ Revel to- the Earl of G. • 


COME bufinefs having occnrred, whick 
may probably detain me a day or two from 
town,. 1 beg leave to report to yourLord&ip 
the event of my expedition into Kent. 

Oh my arrival at the houfe which Lady G. 
had inhabited^ 1: was informed by afervant,' 
tiiaC Ihe had juft left it to return no more : , T • 
defired to know to what place ffie had remov- 
ed 5 he could not tell where bis Lady was- 
gone, he had been paid his wages and was 
difcharged. Perceiving he was a cidwnifli 
country fellow,.; I offered him moaiey: if he 
vould inform^ me of the ti-uth ; he perfifted in 
the fame.anfwer: I afked himwhO'afCompa- 
Bied his Lady on her journey ; a maid-fervant 
Was in the poft-chaife with her, and one man 
attended on. horfeback ; nobody elfe was of 
the party. Did. he know any body who could 
inform me where Ihe was gone, as I had bufi- 
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ncfs of importance; he knew nobody who 
could give me that infornriation j he was fure 
none of his fellow-fervants had been in the fe- 
cret, elfe he Ihould have known i; from them : 
tjpon recolkftion, he faid perhaps the gentle- 
man, for whom he had a letter, might be able 
to tell : upon alking the name of the gentle- 
man for whom he had the letter, he faid it was 
Arundel, and that he had the letter then in his 
charge, which he was ordered to carry to Arun- 
del- houfe and delivejT with his own hands. 

A thought then ftruck mc to alk him if he 
knew the pcrfon of Mr. ArundeJ, and the fel- 
low faying he did not, I thought it an allowa- 
ble fraud in fuch a cafe to tell him, that was 
very true, . elfc he would have known he was 
niyw fpeaking to that very perfon, for I was 
Mr. Arundel and had come purpofely to en- 
quire for the letter, which I was in expeftation 
of i upon which I dipped a few pieces into his 
hand and got pofleflion of the letter. 

As there feems fome myftery in this corre^ 
^ondence with your Lady and Mr. Arundel^ 
knowing the terms your Lordfliip is upon with 
that ingrateful gentleman, I hope I fhall not 
incur your difpleafure by the means I took for 
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intercepting a letter,* which may very poffibly 
explain fonrie particulars you may wifti to be 
informed of, and at leaft difcover -where it is 
' I (he hs^^s removed to : I now inclofe it to your 
Lordfliip, fealed and entire as I received it,v 
that you may open it or not as you fee fit. 

It does not become me to be officious ia 

matters of family c6ncern, and I hope your 

Lordfhip will believe I am the , laft perfon to 

offend your delicacy in that relpeftj but I 

cannot avoid a remark upon the time, which 

Mr. Arundel- chofe for going into the country, , 

neither is it to be overlooked that her Lady- 

Ihip chofe a refidence within a few miles of 

this gendeman's houfe : Is it to be fuppofed. 

I that he is not in the fecret of this fudden mea- 

} fure, which had it been the meafure of any 

|. other perfon than of Lady G. I fhould take 

the liberty to call an abfolute elopement ? But 

[ if I could have doubted of his knowledge of 

; the fcheme from the relpeft which I am in— 

I clined to bear to every member of your Lord* 

fliip*s family, I could not now have pcrfifted' 

in my incredulity fince the difcourfe I have 

held with Lady G.'s fervant, and thtt fafts 

which he has related tq me with fuch an air of 
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natural fimplicity, as will not fuffef mc to 
doubt of his veracity. 

If Lady G. has written confidentially and 
cxplicidy to your Lordfliip, all things may be 
well, and for that reafon I forbear to trouble 
yoii with the depofidon of this domeftic evi- 
dence for the prefcnt j but if this is not done 
to your fadsfadion, I ihould pfefume it will be 
proper to enquire into fafts, and hear the man 
himfelfi for which purpofe I fhallkeep him in 
my hands, till I am further informed of your 
pleafure. Farewell. 


1, E T T E R LXI. 

The Earl of G. to Sir George Revel 

TOOTHING could be more fortunate 
than your intercepting that letter, which 
has revealed a plot of the darkeft and moft 
diabolical nature : I entreat of you to come to 
mt dircdly, that we may confult how to tra,- 
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verfc.'this infidious proceeding; I ^^*rrifc«re 
the letter for our meeting, let it fiiffice for the: 
prefent when I inform you, witfi^ao lefs indig- 
nation than horror, that our very vlf^^ conjec- 
tures are too fully verified>and that mfecaft-ofF 
Secretary has been confpiring with my^ft-off" 
wife to feduce the afFeftions of my daughter, 
and vioiate the honor of my family by mixing. 
my. blood with that of a feUow, ,whom 1 dcteft^ 
above every thing that walks the eardi. 
Farewell f 


LETTER LXII.: 

j^undel to Charles Mvrtlake. 

A N event has taken place fo diftreffing to 
my mind, that it has incapacitated me for 
writing to you till this moment. Lady G. 
who had retired to a fmall houfe in this neigh- 
bourhood) where fhe lived in folitude ever 
fince her fcparation, is gone fuddenly out of 
England, without eommunicating to any of 
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her friends what place flie purpofes to fix upon 
for hef retreat. Let your mind form no con- 
jefhires upon, this ftep, but ilich as fhall put 
the purcft b£ all poffible conflmftions upon 
her ingenuous and noble condud: ihe is^a 
fainted being, and it would be a fin unpardon- 
able to attaint her charafter. The overbear- 
ing temper of her hufband, the juft abhorrence 
which fhc entertains for Sir George Revel, 
and the proteft fhe has fokqinly made againfk 
her daughter's union with that wretch, whom 
Lord G. adopts with fo much cagernefs, are 
amongft^ the chief reafons% for her feceffion : 
wherever flie Ihall *go, whilft virtue is the care 
of Heaven, Ihe muft experience its peculiar 
protection. 

The pleafing employment I have found at 
the Parfonage, in preparing it for your recep- 
tion, has been a happy refource at this time, 
when my fpirits have been heavily oppreffed. 
I flatter myfelf you will find it a very comfort- 
able abode, when the works wliich I have fct 
a going are completed: as your predeceflbr 
left behind him an admirable colledion of 
books, well chofen and in fine condition, I 
have agreed to purchafe them of his heir, and 
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a proper perfon is now making a catalogue 
arid valuation of them. I fhall takle the liberty 
however to Veverfe the order of your apart- 
ments and promote them to better quarters ; 
for which purpofe I am converting the belt 
parlour into a library, and by fome alterations 
and additions ihall make it a Ipacious and very 
pleafant room, for its windows command the 
river, Arundel-houfe and park, a beautiful 
view of the country bounded by a very bold 
and lofty horizon. The variety of cultivation 
under your eye, the hop-grounds, apple-orch- 
ards, arable, meadow and wood lands, and the 
charming 'river glittering through the land- 
fcape, make it quite enchanting. On the 
north iide of your houfe ftands the churchy 
which through a vifta of evergreens, by which 
it is encompafTed, prefents its venerable tower 
to your view ; the reft of the edifice is con- 
cealed : to the fouth your garden falls off by 
an eafy declivity to the river, and your library 
windows enjoy this afpeft. As you tell me 
you have taken a courfc of Icftures at our 
phyfic-gardens, I (hall hope you will be a'florift, 
and here you will find both foil and fun to fet 
your genius at work^ I hope you will find 

fomething 
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fomething in hand that will ferve for a begin- 
ning, for I have turned my. uncle's head gar- 
dener and fome. laborers into fjbe vineyardy. 
with full powers to do all that the time will 
allow, you nauft compleat and fhape die! whole. 
I have been lucky enough to get you a very 
excellent fellow to manage everything with-r 
•out doors,, and. take care of your glebq ^nd 
ftock of all . forts s. all the living creatures, 
cows, pigs and poultry, which your predeceflbr 
died poffeft of, have a kind of claim to the. 
tenure, and I have accordingly continued 
them in their rights without difturbing one of 
them. 

Your pariihioners will be ready to recer\^er 
you with cordial refpeft i I have had the prin^ 
cipal farmers with me and heard them difcourfe 
on the fubjed of their tithes^ which they are in 
hopes you will not make any advance upon j 
this you know is always the firft objed: in theii? 
thoughts, and tlie only firing that can difturb 
the harmony of your connexion with them ; 
though I could fafely pledge myfelf for the 
liberality of your fentiments, yet in this parti- 
cular I thought it beft to be iilen^ that the 
whole merit might be your own and not feem, 

to 
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to fpring from my influence -with you in their 
favour. We have had a cricket-match in the 
park, which niy uncle dedicates to their amufe- 
ment; and fets apart a particular fine fpot for 
the purpofe ; I flatter myfelf you will not re- 
gret that this fpot is exaftly in the eye of your 
windows, as I think a more chearful Ipeftacle 
cannot be feen in nature, than a fet of athletic 
youths all in afition, furrounded by a ring of 
ipeftators, animated with the fports and (hout- 
ing their applaufe at every turn and incident 
of the game. 

As you are a brother Weftminfter and a 
waterman of courfe, I Ihall fend down a four- 
oared cutter from our friend Roberts to navi- 
gate the filver Medway, and I promife myfelf 
many parties with you upon this delicious 
river : 1 have it in meditation to get my uncle 
John to purchafe me a failing yacht, when he 
comes home, as we can row up to Rochefter 
and embark from thence upon expeditions to 
fee the fleet, and run through the Downs to 
Spithead and the Ifle of Wight.* What a de- 
lightful excurfion would it be to run down to 
his fhip, when it comes in, and perhaps con- 
gratul^e him and his brave crew upon the 

capture 
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capture of fome ftout Spaniard or Frenchman^ 
anchored under his viftorious ftern : Heaven 
grant it may be fo ! If viftory is the meed of 
valour, woe to, the enemy on whofe ribs his 
thunder Ihall be poured. 


Rejoice with me, my dear Charles ! of a 
certainty my wifh was breathed with a pro- 
phetic Ipirit. I have an exprefs this moment 
with an account of his having engaged two 
Spanifti men of war with his fingle line of bat- 
tle fhip, fupported by the young Earl of S. in 
a forty-four gun frigate, and after an obftinate 
fight having captured them both, with an im- 
menfe treafure in bullion on board from the 
Havannah 5 one of thefe was an eighty gun 
ihip, which fell to his fhare, the other a fixty, 
armed en flute, and this was taken by the 64- 
gate. I have no letters, but the General or- 
dered the Gazette Extraordinary to be fent to 
me by exprefs. It is a glorious account, and 
what compleats my joy is, that they are come 
in to St. Helen's fafe with their prizes in tow>, 
and both commanders as it ftiould feem in 
health and unhurt. The carriage on board the 
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Spaniards is very greats and both captain^ are 
faid to be -mortally wounded : my xincle has 
loft his firft lieutenant, and above two hundred 
men killed and wounded. His letter/ over 
which I have wept and fmiled by tums^ is a 
model of the old-fafhioned fea ftile, very laco- 
nic and modeft towards himfeli^ but rapturous 
in praife of his own brave people, and the be- 
havior of his gallant comrade; he ipeaks 
. handfomely of his enemy, and concludes with 
a very manly lamentation for the lofs of his 
lieutenant and men, who had the honor, as his 
own words exprefs it, to prijh glorioujly. — But 
why need I retail this to you, when the Gazette 
will be in your hands before this letter reaches 
them, 

I fhall fet out for London immediately, and 
in truth there is no time to be loft, for I have 
a very bad account of the poor General, and 
this, with other matters, which weigh heavy 
on my heart, fadly damps my joy. 
' Before I clofe my letter let me tell you, that 
I could wifti you would put yourfelf in motioa 
for this place as foon- as is convenient to you* 
for though your own houfe may not be fit for 
you on account of the workmen who are in it, 
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you will find an apartment ready prepared for 
your reception at Arundel-houfe, from whenccr 
you will not have more, than half a mile's. 
walk to your own ; and as I cannot make 
any longer ftay on the fpot> your eye will be- 
very neceflary to fiiperintend what is going 
forward* 

I need not remind you to write to me im- 
mediately on your arrival. My chaife is at: 
ihe door. Farewell* 


LETTER LXim 
Lady Louifa G^ to. Lady Jam S. 

A LL joy to my' beloved friend! Your 
; galljmt brother has acquired both fame 
and fortune under the aufpices of Captain 
Arundel. What happy ftar is this, that fcems 
to Ihine with fuch peculiar favor* on that illuf-^ 
tdous name!. The nephew triumphs in elo^ 
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ijocnce,. the uncle conquers in arms. All Lon- 
don is in a tumult of joy ; the fame bonfires^ 
which blaze for the victory, uflier in the au- 
fyicious commencement of a new adminiftra- 
tion: the overthrow is compleat,. the whole 
cabinet is di0blved, and not a wreck left be- 
hind ; my father does not fall alone i this is his;, 
only confolation. 

I t^kc. for granted you will now come out 
of Scotland to embrace and welcome your be- 
loved hero^ I hear prodigious accounts of 
the treafure captured in the Spanifh ^prizes.. 
The breaches time has made in the fortune 
of your antient houfe will be now repaired,, 
and the old cattle itfelf feel a renovation of 
its priftine Iplendor. Above all thmgs it de- 
lights me to refledt upon, the mortification,, 
which your mercenary lover will experience. 
Wretch, who puts no value on the treafures of 
the mind, whofe callous heart, not the charms 
of the moft lovely form can touch ! let him dig 
for happinefs in the bowels:of the earth, let 
him ranfack the veins of the mine for the vir- 
tues of the heart. Mean as he is, I fhall not 
Vronder if he has the audacity to renew his 
addreffcs to you, 

I thank 
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I thank the poetic fybil for "her fong ; it' 
fboths my melancholy ; I hope foon to meet 
her transformed into a young and blooming 
mufe : I will then falute her with the tune of 
Rofline Caftle to her own pathetic words. 

My poor mother is gone fuddenly from her 
houfe in Kent, and left England — Alas ! I 
know not whither fhe has turned her exiled 
fteps. Allls myfterious and fad. Sir George 
Revel, vainly hoping to make his peace, fet 
out in feaij^h of her, but came too late 5 {he 
had dcpartdd that morning. I believe he is 
ftill in the neighbourhoods fomething is on 
foot between him and my father, but what I 
know not: a cloud is gatherings time will 
dcvclope its contents i I Ihall meet it with 
fifmnefs. Farewell. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LXIV. 

/ 
I 

^he Earl of G. to Sir George ReveL 

T T is clear to me, my dear Sir George, that 
this letter you intercepted is only one of a 
number, that have palled between- Arundel and 
my wife to die fame wicked and infidious pur- 
pofes : the prejudices their cabal has pro- 
duced in my daughter's mind arc tooftubborn 
to give way to gentle efforts y thefe have been 
tried to no purpofe, and it is now time to take 
more lively meafures for bringing her to a fenfe 
of her own happinefs as well as of her duty 
to me. 

I fay to you in confidence, that my fulpi- 
cioas of Arundel go to all poflibk length^: I 
believe he has been a traitor to me and the fe- 
ducer of my wife's honor : What cHe could 
be the purport of that fecret correfpondence, 
which was carried on to the very moment of 
Lady G/s flight out of England ? What could 
provoke her to that flight, except to purfue 
her fcandalous commerce with more fecurity 

in 




46 ARUNDEL. 

in a foreign kingdom ? Why does Ihe con- 
teal the place of her deftination from her 
whole family ? Arundel, and only Arundel, is 
privy to it, and thus the virulence of his nature 
will be gratified with a double revenge, having 
corrupted my wife he will poffefs himlelf of 
-my daughter— Vengeance fcite the villain*! 
fuch injuries are too deep : Oh, that my age, 
tcvj rank and condition in life were not foch 
-as tie up my hands againft taking perfonal re- 
venge upon fuch a traitor. 

The curfe of it is, that this letter, which 
•you have ftopt, difclofes nothing of their con- 
nexion, which can criminate hirri with my 
wife. I infert a copy of it for your perufaL 


«c 


To Francis Arundel, Efq. 


ffc 


'^ 1 am this inftant fetting out, but cannot 
depart without bidding you farewell. 

Avail yourfdf with difcretion o£ the in- 
telligence J have imparted to you with re- 
** Ipeft to Louifa : Do not provoke Lord G. 
" to further refentment j conciliate, if it be 
poflible, a nature, which, though hard, 1 
hope is not impenetrable* 
§ ' ** Above 
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"^^ Above all things, I conjure you, avoid 
'^^ embarraffments with Sir George Revel j a 
'^^ -fpirit, fo inflated by prolperity and pride, 
" can ill -brook ♦difeppointment. ^Farewell." 

This is the letter ^ a delicate method her 
Ladylhip takes of teaching him to cajole her 
.hufband : how you ftand with her is pretQr 
clear, and duely confiderate fhe feems to be 
of the fafety of her favorite. What would I 
not give for the fight of that intelligence which 
relpefts Louifa ! This plainly points to you 
the tenor of their correfpondence. Where is 
that fervant, fi-om whom you got the letter ? 
He might be a very ufeful man ; if we could 
fix ftrong circumftances of guilt upon Arun- ' 
sdel, it is not in the nature of things, that 
Louila could think of him but with loathing 
-and abhorrence. If you can work the truth 
out of that fellow, •! Ihall not fiuink from it : 
be the confequences what they may, I am for 
-fathoming this foul bufinefs to the v^ery dregs. 

I have told Louifa nothing of the inter- 
iccptcd letter, nor fhall I till I have further 
xommuxucation with you. Farewell. 

JL E T ^ E R 
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LETTER LXV. 


Sir George Revel to the Earl of G. 

• 

^T* H E fervant you are fo defirous of exa- 
mining, is now in my hands. He is a 
ftubborn, unwilling informer, but I am more 
ready to believe he Ipeaks the truth, from the 
pains it requires to extort it from him. Alas 1 
my Lord, it is a very black affuir; confult 
your heart a fecond time, and confider well be- 
fore you call upon me for the fads. If you 
will follow my advice, you Will remain in 
voluntary ignorance. Farewell. 


LETTER LXVL 

The Earl of G» ^o Sir George ReveL 

11 A V E I not already told you that I am 
prepared to meet the worft ? Why will 

foxx dally with my patience, as if I wanted' re- 
A t folution. 
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folurion, or ftill harboured an unmanly weak- 
nefs for z guilty wife. I^et me hear the fel- 
low's depofition. FarewelL 


LETTER LXVIL 

% 

Sir Georgi R£Uel to the Earl of G. 

13 Y a confeflion with difEculty obtained 
from Lady G/s fervant it appears, that an 
afllgnation was made, and a meeting had in 
confequence within a certain grove at the bot- 
tom of her garden, where there is a fmall plea- 
fure-houfe, conveniendy equipt for the pur- 
pole. The perfon of Mr. Arundel, though he 
had attempted to dilguife it, was known to her 
ladyfliip's London fervant, and from her my 
mformer was certified as to his identity i that 
he -did aftually come to the place appointed, 
was admitted to your Lady in the pleafure- 
houfe, and was there alone with jier for the 
fpace of an hour, to thefe fads he was himfelf 
a witnefs. It feems her Ladylhip gave hulh- 
Vol. lit D money 
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money te her woman, who was privy to the 
aflignation, and Ihe betrayed it (as is the com- 
mon prafticc of fuch gentry) to this fellowj 
who was her lover and no doubt in her good 
graces. 

And is it now poffible the delicacy of Lady 
Louifa's nature (hall not revolt with horror 
from the feducer of a mother's virtue ? 

I am aware this charge cannot be imparted' 
to her without its coming to the knowledge 
of Mr. Arundel ; her Ladylhip will probably 
put that out of queftion j but let the guilty 
tremble ; I fear not his refentment ; my 
part in the bufinefs I am ready to avow i 
as the inveftigator of truth, I am fearlefs as to 
confequences i in the charaflter of your Lord- 
fhip's friend, and in hope of being honored 
with a ftill nearer name, I am not only pre- 
pared, but forward to face the worft of dan- 
gers, that can refult from the rage and delpe- 
ration of a deteded villain. Let him face me 
point to point -, other arguments I have held 
with him, others I will hold no more j the 
war of words is not my war ; in defending and 
proving by the logic of the fchools I am not 
expert i 1 have not lived with gownfmen ; the 

fword 


ARUNDEL; ^1 

fword has been my ftudy j it was once my 
profeflion ; the more accurfcd he, who drove 
me out of that profeflion ! 

In three feveral aflfairs at home and abroad 
I have come ofFuntouched> and as many times 
left my antagonift on die ground. So ki if 
be with Arundel ! To that fate I devote him, 

FarewelU 

P. S. As you may poflibly require to fee 
this man, and receiv^ his depofidon from his 
mouth, I Jiave taken all poflible pains to re- 
tain him for that purpofe; but the fellow, 
fearibl -oi the revenge, which Mr. Arundel 
or his friends might take means to execute 
againft him, would not be perluadcd to ut- 
ter a word, .till I promifed him his free li- 
berty u'][)on declaring the truth : of that he has 
availed himfelf^ and is out of my reach. 


D2 LETTER 
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X E T T E R LXVIIl. 


'5rZ?^ Earl (f G. to Sir George Reveh 


tl O W ihail I exprcfs my thanks to you for 
developing this dark and infamous afiair ? 
At length the horrid truth comes out; and 
the world, which with its ufual misjudging 
malignity has hitherto ftampt my bfliavior to 
X-ady G. with the falfe charafter of cruelty, 
will now of force acknowledge the juftice of 
my refentment, and at the fame time admire 
the mildncfs of it, if once the infamy of that 
woman becomes public^, "but whether I fhould 
carry the matter to that length or not, is 
with me a very ferious queftion. I have had 
£00 much experience of the world's way of 
judging in thefe affairs, not to be aware that 
the hufband always makes a very contemp- 
tible figwe Qti the occafion. People are very 
willing to find excufes in his conduft for the 
offending party, and with this view take great 
pains to fcrape together all the dirty ftorks 
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they can colleft on the fcoiti of retaliation : in 
the mean time the broad Ihame ftares him in 
the face and every body hoots the cuckold as l^ 
fajfes. 

Now this is a degree of rgnominy> which t 
cannot ftand, neither is it to be prefumed that 
I^ can have fo ftriftly fquared my aftions by 
the rule of moral purity, as to fay that no- 
breach of nuptial fidelity has occurred on my 
part ; this falls to the lot of few men to boaft 
ofi and fome things, I am fenfible, havc^ 
paffed with me of too public a nattirc to hh^ 
controverted. Lady Gx to do her juftice, has 
been a very difcreet and prudent woman, this 
afFair only excepted ; Ihe has been altogether 
fa quiet and unoi&cious in her high ftation, 
that ihe has made no enemies, and many 
£iends: on the contrary, I have been long 
held up to the public in an unpopular point of 
view, and am now recently ftript of that 
power and place which would elfe be fome 
proteftion to me i ftript by the very hands of 
that political phaenomenoit, who is the author 
of my (hame, and the object of the world's 
unbounded flattery 5 who at this very moment 
is conlpicuoufly the favorite of fame and for- 

D 3 tunc* 
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tune. Is there an inftance upon record of 
any young man ftarting forth on a fudderi into 
fuch a career, fuch an unexpefted difplay of 
talents as to difbance all our iiioft admired and 
beft eftablilhed orators upon his very firft 
eflay in the houfe ? Of force L muft confefs 
there is no fuch inftance. I proteft to you, 
my dear Sir George (with bitternefs of heart 
I fpeak it), it was his hand that firft (hook 
our fabric to the foundation ; and now, mark 
his indignant fpirit ! he refufes office, he re- 
fifts any fhare of the Ipoil, (Deftruftion fcize 
his pride ! ) he glories in his independance, 
and in the revolution of a few months, emer- 
ging from the obfcurity of a college, becomes 
the man of the people, and the fine gentlemao 
of the age : all this *while Fortune ftiowers 
down upon him her favors without ceafing : 
Sir Francis Arundel is now dying, and his fon 
by a chance blow is removed out of the 
courfe of fucceffion, that this nephew may in- 
herit the family eftate : his other uncle goes 
out upon a cruife, and the fame happy chance 
throws a prize into his teeth, that is the 
richeft capture of the war : in fliort, the very 
winds conlpire to waft wealth and proiperitf 

into 
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into his arms. And now if I were to bring 
«ny appeal againft his treachery before the pyb- 
Kc, prejudice would cry me down, and whilft a 
few nnoralizing fentimentalifts fhook their heads 
at the account and filently condemned him, 
the bulk of mankind would take part with 
him, and all the fafhionable Avorld would 
Ipeak fcornfuUy of me> and call him a very 
fine fellow for the gallantry of the deed. 

Thefe are amongft the confequences which 
I forefec would enfue, if we were to make the 
afFair public; and therefore as the fecret is 
known only to you, with you I woiild wifli it 
to reft for the prefent at leaft, and until I am 
compeDcd to draw it forth in my own de- 
fence. 

But as there is nothing which I more ar-^ 
dently defire than to have the honor of calling 
you my fon-in-law, nor any thing on this fide 
hell which I fo hate and abhor as this violator 
of my honor, this incendiary, who has abufed 
the proteftion of my houfe for the traiterous 
purpofe of feducing the afFeftions of my only 
child, there is no ftep I would not take to 
fruftrate his evil intentions, and promote your 
honorable ones. 

D4 On 
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On my part there can be no repugnance to 
expofe this infanaous tranfaftion to Louifaj 
but, as I muft thei^eby connmit you, I cannot 
take upon my confciencc ' the confcquences 
that may follow 5 fo that at all events I fliall 
wait till I have the honor of feeing you : then 
if it is done, it muft be your own aft, or 
(which is the fame thing) I muft commu- 
nicate it at your fpecial defire. Though I 
have all poflible confidence in your courage 
and fkill, yet I am apt to think the fellow 
you will have to deal with does not want that 
Ipirit, which will pufh him upon extremities; 
at leaft he has thofe at his elbow who will 
prompt him to it : for Captain Arundel and 
the Earl of S. are now in the fame houfe with 
him, 

I am afflifted, I confefs, but not fur- 
prized — I muft regret the conditions by 
which the informer got his releafe. Had he 
V been forthcoming, the onus probandi wotdd 
have laid on him, you would have been clear 
of all relponfibility j by his feceflion the affair 
becomes perfonal. I befeech you, my dear 
Sir George, let not your zeal for my honor 
carry you beyond the bounds of prudence 5 

weigh 
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weigh the matter well : I fball not let a fyl-^ 
lable tranfprre till we mectr 
Farewellr 


.i 


LETTER LXIX^ 

Charles MoriMe fa Arundeh - 

T TAKE the firft opporttinity of informing: 
you, that I arrived at Arundel-houfe laft 
night, and found a very cbmfbrtablc recep- 
tion from the good old houiekeeper, who ful* 
filled your orders, very ^thfully and took 
great care of me. 

I think \t a grand and veneralSe manfionip: 
and with the park and grounds about it I am < 
quite in' raptures. This morning betimes I 
took my walk to the parlbnage, or rather to 
the rural palace, which your lavifh generofity 
is preparing for a very humble and unTuitable 
pofleflbr. In the name of wonder, my dear 
Arundel, what do you take me. for ? If I were 
as great as Thomas 1 Becket I might make 

D ^ bold 
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bold to live in it^ but being only |)kin 
Charles Moitlake, I am afbamed to look it in 
the face. In truth I can't conceive that any 
parfon will be fit to inhabit it^ unlefs one of 
the blood royal Ihall in future time take or- 
ders and turn parifli prieft under, your patron- 
age- Your mafter-workman (hewed me the 
plan he was upon, and afked me if I had any 
additions to make to it j I was then Handing 
in the library, like Abon Haflan in the Ca- 
liph's apartment, doubting whether I was 
awake or in a, dream, when the queftidn 
roufiig me from my reverie, I ftared the man 
iiill in the face — Additions, Sir, cried I, I 
prefumc you mean retrenchments.— Pardon 
me. Sir, replied he, unlefs you have any im- 
provements to propofe, we muft exadly pur- 
fuc Mr, Arundel's direftions* — Be it fo, I an- 
iwcred, execute his orders-rand immediately 
1 turned into the garden, attrafted by the 
mo& enchanting yiew that ever met my eyes : 
"^^ noble river rolled at my feet ; beyond it the 
country took a gradual afc^t, expandmg its 
various beauties in all the pride and wantonr- 
ncis of nature ; but what enraptured me moft 
^ ^o find it was not inanimate nature, not 
3 > limply 
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fimply groves, lawns, or river I was to feed 
«jy fight with, but a prolpeft warm and alive, 
with human habitations, forms and cottages 
i]itefj|>erfed ; a icene glowing with rural hap- 
pinefs, a landfcape for the heart no kis than 
for the eye.— 'I ftood and gazed — the contem- 
plation overpow^ed me ; the torrent of thy 
bounty rufhed upon my foul j it was the refift- 
lefs impulfe of gratitude, and the tears flowed 
from my eyes. This is the gift of Arundel, I 
cried — 

Deus nobis hac otia fecit. 

Atthisinftant I was accofted by a venerable 
old nian with filver locks, who was fuper- 
intending a iet of laborers employed in beau- 
tifying and dreffing the charming fpot I was 
upon: I readily underftood he was your 
uncle's gardener j but inftead of talking to me 
about the woiics he was engaged in, with joy 
painted in his countenance he immediately 
broke forth^^-Oh Siri we have this inftant 
got the news, the glorious news j and we hope 
you will give us leave to itt the bells a-ring- 
ing in honor of Captain John's viftory. By 
all meansa my good friend, by all means^ I 

D 6 replied; 
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replied ; and let the people break off work^ 

and be meny ; and to make them Co, take 

this money in my purfe ; let the whole village 

have a holiday : die heart that is not warmed 

on fuch an occafion is not the heart of an 

Ehglifliman. — Sir, replied he. Reverend Sir, 

I beg your pardon j pray you be riot affcnded 

at my boldnefs ; you are an honourable gentle- 

deman, and a generous j but how ihould you 

not, feeing you are the friend of our young 

mafter ? — But indeed. Sir, 1 muft beg leave 

to return your money 5 his Honor has fent us 

down wherewithal to make a day of it : there 

is meat to be dreffed and beer to be drank, 

enough for all-^he neighbourhood: I pray 

yw. Sir, let me not affront you, nor get anger 

of my matter. — Be fatisfied, my good friend, I 

replied, I will not intrude upon the generofity 

of your mafter ; he is my patron, let him be 

your*s alfo, and let no other name have a fhare 

in the feftivity of this day but the name of 

Arundel. — I beg your pardon. Sir, replied 

Ac veteran, we Ihall make bold to drink a 

health to our new redor, and fliall not forget 

your bounty, though we dare not accept it.— 

Having faid this, he gave a fignal to his. 

mcnj. 
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men; down at once fell fpades^ houghs^ and 
pickaxes^ away flew the whole bevy at a 
word i in the fame momient out burft the hive 
from the houfe-door,- carpenters, bricklayers, * ^ 
and laborers -, the bells began their peal, fix in 
number, and to my great joy very mufical; 
the people fhouted in chorus. Long live the 
brave Captain Arundel ! And all the noble 
family, cried the old gardener. — Amen ! echoed 
jny heart 5 Amen, it ndw re-echoes again. 


mmmmmmmnHmmmmi^ 
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ft 

Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 

T AM delighted to hear of your holiday at 
Arundel. Yefterday in the forenoon, as I 
was walking to the Admiralty upon enquiry 
after my uncle, jyft as I was entering the 
court, a large old tumbril of a coach with fix 
horfes and three poftilions was driving to the 
gate i two failors were fcated on the box, in 

fcarlet 
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l^lpt j«c:ketsj md upon the roof tmro more 
in SoweFcd cotton w^iftcoats with hmg fiUt 
hiUKlkercbie6 round their necks, bofe and 
fluttering in th/e wind I mads one of a mul. 
titu(ie> which foon colk^lted round die gaGe> 
an4 imtne^ateLj^ heard a crjr of Cafiam Atun^ 
dtl frr evir I echoed by three cheers from the 
&U$>ws alofe 

My heart bounded withjoy and I jdarted 
through the throng to the coachT-door^^ wluch 
no fooner opened, than out bolted nijr uncle 
John, and in an inftant I fprung into the 
hero's arms* With rapture I beheld him fafe> 
found and in health ; he was accompanied by 
the young Earl of S, (the Captain of his 
brave frigate), an old feaman with a wrapper 
round his head, and two noble boys in mid- 
ftiipmen's uniform. As foon as we got into 
the hall, which was a work of fome time, my 
uncle prefented me to Lord S« crying out to 
me. Here, Frank, I prefent you to a noble 
officer, who is an honour to the navy q£ Bri- 
tjttnj— then turning to Lord S. he added, 
My Lord, I beg you wiU»love this boy for 
my fake. We embraced, and if Lord S. felt 
the fame emotions as I did, our friendfhip is 

cftablilhed 
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eftablUHed £br Iife« My uncle then den^inded 
if Sir Francis was alive and well? Alive, I 
told him he. #as, but litde nnore : he fhook 
his head, and cried. The worfe luck, repeat- 
ing it nmore than once. — I told him in few 
words my fituation with Sir Francis, finking 
however the cataftrophe of my coufin.-r-This 
feemed to pleafe him much, and he faid, if 
ypu are upon fuch terms, all's well ! Go home 
and leave us to do our bufinefs here ; tell my 
brother 1 fhali come to dinner and bring my 
friend Lord S. with me : thefe youngfters 
muft fcout away to thdr fathers and mothers^ 
naming two noble families, which it icems 
they belonged to. 

Immediately 1 left the place, and haftening 
back to Grofvenor-fquare, informed my uncle 
of my happy rencontre. The gallant ojd Ge- 
neral, though in a very feeble ftate, would be 
carried into the eating-parlour to receive his 
vilitors 31 dinner time; and thanks be to 
God ! one day of true enjoyment was added 
to his lifei for his fenfes ieemcd to brighte;i 
with the pleailire, and we pafled fome hours 
together of fp fuperior a fort, that even fick- 
neis and iofirmity could notdaih his joys* 

He 
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He inMed with my uncle, that both him- 
ielf and Lord S. Ihould take up their lodging 
in his houfe j this was readily actepted by him, 
and at lafl agreed to by his Lordfhip alfb 5 
and this morning I attended upon them both 
CD the King*s levee, where I was witncfs to the 
very gracious reception which my fovereign 
gave to thefc defcrving officers. My uncle 
John, whofe athletic figure is more formed 
for the quarter-deck than the court, attrafted 
every body's eyes, and, confidering it was a 
firft performance, acquitted himfelf to admi- 
ration. You muft pidhire to yourfelf a rough 
and martial figure above fix feet high, his head 
bald to the crown, and a few grey curling locks 
in his neck, with a deep cut acrols his fore- 
head, over which he wears a black patch; 
and to diis you tnuft affix a face, which defies 
ihe wmds of heaven, let them vijit it as rvugb^ 
fy as they may; and fuch is my uncle John ; 
a majcftic figure on his proper clement, but 
rather uncouth in a courdy circle. When the 
royal hand was ftretched out for the cuftom* 
AT)* ceremonial, die zealous hero fell on his 
knees, and feizing it with more good-witt. 
than gracei loluted it with a imack^ not qxnte 
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fo loud as the morning gun, yet fmart enough 
to furprize the delicate nerves of the well-bred 
perfpnages there affembled. I confefs it rather 
ftartled me, but feeing it received with a finilc 
of fb much condefcenfion and benevolence, I 
was the better reconciled to the unufual cor- 
diality, which accompanied the performance. 
In the dialogue of the fcene, the hero's mo- 
defly was no lefs confpicuous than his ardor 
had been in the adion of it; that counte- 
nance, which the enemies of his country could 
not compel to change its hue, now coloured 
at the gracious praifes of his Ibvereign, and 
was overlpread with bluflies, that would not 
have dilgraced the maiden- check, when firft 
prefented to the falute of majeftyj and my 
cars tingled whiift I heard him utter thefe 
words, in reply to the many gracious Ipecches 
that had been made to him : — Sir, your Ma- 
jelly's goodnefs over-rates my fmall deferts j 
the humbleft ofypur fubje6ts has no honor to 
boaft ofi but . the honor of commanding a 
Ihip's company in perfedl difcipline and 
bravely officw'ed ; and I had been the moft 
abjeft of beings, if the gallant fupport I 
received from the Earl of S. my noble col* 
. league. 
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le^uc h«d not inspired me to emulate his 
valor, and jointly exert myfelf in, the fervice of 
the moft gracious fovereign on earth. — I did 
not lofe the look with which this was^eceived ; 
it was more than words could have uttered, it 
would have repaid the triumphs of a Rodney 
or tlie difcoveries of a Cook. 

Ic was now in turn for the brave Earl of S. 
to receive thofe praifes, which the father of hii. ' 
people and the patron of merit knows fo well to 
beftow. L never faw a finer perfon than this 
young nobleman, fajttiioned as if he had lived 
all his days in a court, yet with all the manli- 
nefs that marks the hero, he feems formed far 
conquefts over both tht fexes : he is of the 
nobleil blood in Scotland, though the fortune 
of his houfe, by a variety of events in time paft 
has been fo impaired as to leave him a very 
fcanty inheritance for the fupport of his dig- 
pity. He h*^ ferved under my uncle from 
the time he went firfl: to fea, and feems. to 
bear him all the duty and affedion of a fon ; 
he was promoted to a floop for his gallantry in 
boarding an enemy's fhip, when he was my 
uncle'a firft lieutenant, and this cruife was the 
fiift he h^ taken in the capacity of poft-cap- 

tainj^ 
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tain; the rich capture he has now made will 
reftore the Vendor of his family, and furnifli 
him the means ofVgenerofity to an only fitter, 
to whom he is moft affedionately devoted : he 
talks of her in raptures, and feems to rejoice 
in his good fortune only as he may Iharc it 
with her. I,ady Jane S. is now on her road 
out of Scotland and he expefts her hourly i 
Sir Francis tells me fhe is a^ moft lovely girl, 
the very im^e of his Lordfhip, and, what 
endears her to me more than all, the friend of 
my adored Louifa. 

Infblent!— to dare to call htr ffry Louifa i 
and yet, believe me, I would not barter the 
hope that now bri^tens in my pro^eft for 
4all the treafurcs of the world.— Hear me only 
and dien judge. 

Laft night LordS, and I went to Ladjr 
Freville*s : my good uncle John, having per- 
fermed his court ceremonies *to his heart's 
content, was fo exhilarated on the occafion, 
and made fuch frequent libadons to his Ma- 
jefty's healdi, to the navy of Old En^nd, 
and a ftring of fea-toafts, which he is humo** 
rouny expert in, together with aU the manual 
accompaniments dicitunto belonging, that 

though 
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though he could not drive my Lord and mr 
beyond the verge of fobriety, he fairly pufhed 
us to the utmoft edge of it, fo that I went to 
the good old Lady's animated at leaft, if not 
elevated: and finding a party aflembled ac* 
cording to cyftom for a little concert, whom: 
jQiould my eyes encounter, ready feated at the 
harpfichord, but the Cecilia, the faint of har- 
mony and my foul's idol, my divine liOuifa ? 
A lover's fight hath the rapidity of lightning y 
my eyes inftantaneoufly caught her charming 
form, ^d every other objeft became invifible 
to me. — Oh Charles, Charles ! luch a glowing 
bluih mounted in her cheeks, fuch a gleam of 
funfhine darted from her eyes, and I faw my 
iilent welcome in a fmile of fo much fwcet- 
ncfs, (let me not boaft too much ifl prefume 
to fey of fo much love) that I was tranlported 
out of myfelf : wild as I was and out of all 
government S?f difcretion, I flew to the en.- 
chanting objeft of my adoration with an en*, 
thuiiafm, that obeyed no forms, and Ihould 
certainly have dropt upon my knee at her feet, 
if (he had not been more quick to forefee and 
prevent my defign, dian I was to execute it— 
Mr. yirundel! fhe cried, in that tone of alarm^ 

which- 
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'Which to the car of fenfibility communicates a 
-volume in a word: it was enough j I recoUeft- 
rd myfelf in the inftant, and her glove having 
fallen from her lap, or more probably ihe 
having defignedly dropt it, the attitude I had 
devoted to other purpofes was very aptly ap- 
plied to a more ordinary a<5t of common polite- 
nels. Enough however had pafled to throw 
her into a .confufion, Aat whilft it made me 
bjuih for what fhe fufFered, perfeftly enchanted 
me with the lovely manner of it. — Oh Charles, 
there was a magic in it, that was irrdiftibly 
charming; Ihe rallied me with fuch eyes, ihe 
recovered herfelf with fo much exquifitc ad- 
drefs, and intuitively difcoveriiig all that was 
paffing in my mind, and no lefs quick in dif- 
cerning the elevation of mv ipirits, with an 
archnefs in her look and tittCTi|ng>4it the fame 
time, Ihe faid to me half alouS^— You have 
been dining, Mr. Arundel J— Th% addrefling 
herfelf to Lord S. fhe added— T think your 
I-ordlhip kiffed hands to-day. — Yes, Madam, 
faid he, and I expefted to have fecn Arundel 
repeat the ceremony to-night. — To fo fair a 
lb vereign, I replied, the adoration of the heart 
is the£tter fervice, and I ftand correfted.— 
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Well, well, returned Ihe, if you arc a loyal 
fubjcft, let me have a proof of your obedience 
by taking up your inftrument at the word of 
command and gratifying this good company 
with the found of it. Upon the word I flew 
to my poft, the charmer of all ears as well as 
eyes felefted the very long, Ihe firft performed 
at Spring Grove, and whifpering me as (he ar- 
ranged it on her delk, faid. This fong is be- 
come a great favourite with me ; I hope you 
will not like it the lefs for being an old ac- 
quaintance ; — but harkye, Mr. Arundel, added 
Ihe, do not leave me in the paflages, for I am 
fo fluttered I fcarcc know how to attempt it. — 
By Heaven ! I murmured in her car, by 
Heaven you are an angel, you have the beauty 
of an angel and the forbearance of one, or you 
would order me out of the room. — No, no, 
Ihe anfwered, we cannot part from you ; you 
have a plea^br your good Ipirits ; I give you 
joy of your happinels, you cannot poflcfs more 
than I wifli you. — But huih! — not another 
word; fo begin. 

If I was ever vain enough to approve of my 
own performance, it was at this moment -, I 
fupported her till I found ihe had the full 
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command of her voice, and then I only gave 
fuch occafional aids as added to its brilliancy : 
nothing could exceed the ftile in which (he 
lung J every body was charmed, every estf was 
feaftedy every eye fceiped to gaze uport her 
with delight j it was a cirde of friends in per* 
fc£l good hulnour with each other— of harmo^^ 
ny in every fenfe of the word j not a gkince of 
envy, not a fcowl of jealaufy to clouds the lun- 
ihine of the foul ; I never knew a moment of 
fuch heart felt rapture. 

<^When the fong was over. Lady Louifa 
beckoned Lord S. to her, and with a fmile, 
in which benevolence and beauty contended 
for the pre-eminence, told him ihe had a little 
ballad written by a Scottifh mufe,adear fi-iend 
of his and her's, adapted alfo to a Scottifh 
tune, which Ihe would give him for the fake 
of the author -, and then turning to me bade 
me take up my violin and make out an extern^ 
porary accompaniment to the old air of Rbi^ 
line Caftle 5 fhe then began a little plaindve 
ballad, which Lady Jane S. had written, be- 
ginning with the words — 

ffHkat means this languor ? tell me why 
Thy bofom draws this heaving Jigb-^ 

Which^ 
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Which, though fhc addreffed to Maria/I have 
a flircwd fufpicion was a lubftitution of her 
own in place of Louifa. I filled up an accom«^ 
paniment as well as I could imp'innptUy and 
when the words were fohcluded went on with 
variations upon the metway as the muficians 
call it, which in the flow of Ipirits I then felt 
came fpontaneoufly, and with fo free a fancy 
as well as execution, that I really believe i 
acquitted myfelf very tolerably; but whether 
it deferved praife or not, the good-humour 
of the audierice beftowed it, and the lovely 
I^ouila putting two enchanting hands together, 
which, if their delicacy could have provoked 
applaufe, meant, to beftow it, I was fo be- 
witched with the Jw£et fight of it, that I could 
no longer refift the impulfe, but gently en- 
clofing the beauteous captives within mine, I 
again releafed them with an ardent kifs. 

Summer never Ihowered frelher rofes on the 
vale of Sharan, than this faucy aftion fjpread 
wpon her cheeks, nay, 'Charles, her very bo- 
ibm took the dye and glittered through the 
gauze that fhaded it,— Upon my word! fhe. 
feid — and fmikd a heavenly Jmile — Sacred be 
the impreffion upon my lips for ever ! never 

fhall 
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fhall they violate the purity of that celcftial 
louch, whilft they can utter breath : I ftand in 
"wonder at myfelf whilft I refleft upon the 
<ked y I think the world could not have brib-^ 
cd me to attempt it at any preceding moment 
of my life : I was certainly befide myfelf. 

« 

A fudden tremor feized me, fearing I had 
offended j but, oh my dear Charles, Ihe cheared 
tne with fuch a look, how was it that I did 
•not run delirious at the fight of it ? My hand 
ihakcs, my very l)rain turns, as I refleft upon 
it, — I will remove this enchantrefs out of your 
fight.— The fcene prefles to its exit; Lady 
Frevillc had ftept "up to her, and in a whifper, 
which was meant for me to overhear, faid. My 
dear Lady Louifa, you and your chaperon 
Mrs. Courtenhall muft do me the honor to 
fup ; I fhall afk nobody but Lord S. and per- 
haps this Icraper, but tiiat will be accordingly 
as he behaves. It (hall be quite a private 
party. — Ten thoufand thanks to my good 
I.ady Freville, replied Lady Louifa ; I need 
not fay how happy it would make me, but it 
h impoflible ; I am abfent from home upon 
iliflferance, and perhaps, added fhe, turning 
ter intelligent and foft ^ycs upon me, I have 
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already too far trelpaffcd upon a forbidden 
plcafurci I muft be gone this inftant.— Thefc 
words were uttei ed with a figh, which opened 
sUl my fate upon me and daflied my joys at 
once into fadnels. 

Defpcrate however againft all appearances, 
I followed her out of the room, and offered my 
hand to conduft her down the flairs ; fhe ac- 
cepted it mofl complacently, nay, fhe even 
fcemed to have expefted it,^ and inflead of 
ipeaking to her fervants, turned with me into 
the eating parlour, which opened to the hall. 
Ah Lady Louifa ! faid I as we entered, I am 
Ihocked to think that I am the interdifted ob- 
jcft, which expels you from fociety ; fufFer me, 
I befeech you, this inflant to leave the houfe. — 
Not for the world, fhe replied, but, without 
wafting more words upon a fubjed, which I 
muft not enlarge upon, permit me to afk you 
if you have feen my mother, Tor I underfland 
you have been in her neighbourhood. — I told 
i\er I had not— Could I tell where fhe was 
gone ? — I afiured her I could not -, I under- 
ftood it was out of England, but I could form 
no guefs at the place; and I was forry to per- 
jceive by her queftion that it was equally a 
6 * fecret 
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fccret from her. — It is indeed, Ihe replied and 
as you cannot give me information, I defpair 
of it by any other channel, for I confefs to you 
I fuppofed you was in corrdpondence with 
her. — There was fomething in her manner of 
faying this, that determined me to be explicit 
as to die letters I had received from Lady G. 
as ^ell as with refpeft to the other particulars 
Ihe had enquired into 5 1 therefore faid — Upon 
my honor, Lady Louila, I am totally without 
a guefs where that excellent lady, whofe fitua^ 
tion is fo painfol to my mind, has thought fife 
to retire to ; I thought it due to the relpeft 
and gratitude I bear her to write to her before 
my coming into the country, diftantly to found 
her inclinations,. if a vifit might be acceptable 
to her; this drew a fliort but very gracious 
anfwer from her Ladyfhip, in which fhe fcem- 
cd to allow of it ; but upon my arrival at Arun- 
del-houfe, . I thought it an atcention, which I 
owed to the peculiarity of her fituation, to 
write a fecond time, fubmitting it to her dif- 
cretion to reconfider of tl^e propofal 5 and I 
trull: the real ^motives for my hefitation need 
not be juftified to you, but that they fpeajc for 
tkemlehres.^To this^ihe aiflented wiUi a nod, 
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:and I then concluded by telling her I had rc^ 
ceived an anfwcr to this note, in which Lady G* 
^cquiefced in the propriety of thofe motives, 
and informed me tl;iat fhe was going out of 
England, without telling me where. — I am 
glad you hare told me this, fhe replied, be- 
<:aufe I think it not impofflble I fliail hear 
che ftory differently ftated, and I am deter- 
mined to believe nothii^ to the .contrary .of 
-what you hav£ told mej and now, concluded 
Ihey I am afraid I mi;ifl: t^ke leave of you. 
Oh, Lady Louifaj I exclaimed, and .at the 
fame time prefTed her unriefifting jiand^ may I 
iope I have not offended you?~Heaven% 
Mr. Arundel, offended 4iie .! where was your 
©bfervation, if you could feifpeft it ?— I know 
you are all goodnefs^ ^condefccnfion, gentle- 
j>efs ; but the fwdden joy of feeing you was too 
•much for me.| you conquer every lenfe at 
once J yow are miflrefs over every heart.— 
And yet there is feut one, Mr. Arundel, on 
which I iwfh to leave -a Wting imprefiion.'-'- 
The look fee gave me pointed the application)* 
I had been infenfiblc could I have nuflfcd 
iti ajgain I preflfed my lips tipon her hand, and 
mtk imb&ru^ vwe jrepUcd-e^Am I toa pr«- 
. ' X : fumptuous. 
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fiimptuous. Lady Louifa, when I fay your 
image is indelibly imprinted on my heart? 
when I afpire to tell thfe mkoft exalted of her 
fex, that I doat vrpon: you to diftraftion ? yes^ 
Madam, hopelefs as I am^ unapproachable 
though you are, an angel moving in a fphefe 
above my re^ch, ftill I will adore you, ftilt 
my prayers fhall follow you, an^ my -devoted 
heart, though fated to defpair, perfift to love 
till the hand of death fliall ftop its motion. — 
A3 I was proHOuncing thefc words I felt a tear 
drop upon my bandj when direfting my eyei. 
to the fount from which it fell, I fa-jv her beau- 
teous CQUQtenance furrendcrcd to the teixiereit 
and fondeft emotions ; as fhe flood -in a pof- 
ture inclining towards noe, I expefted fhe 
would fall, and was prepared to catch her irv 
my arms; but a fudden recolleftion feemeci 
to awaken ker^ and cafling her eyes upon Mrs. 
Courtcnhall, who was waiting in the room^ 
Mr. Arundel, flie faid, if you really feel the 
lt)ve which you exprefs^ you need not yield to 
the defpair you fcem to ^ppr^hend ; I neve? 
ftudied to difguife nriy feelii^, and you can^ 
not fail to h^ve difcovered thems interpret 
tbeai therefore in. the way mo^t acceptable to 
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yourfelf, and believe me incapable of diflimU'- 
lation. On this you may depend, that though 
I will never take a ftep in direct difobedience 
to a father's authority, I will not facrifice my 
happinefs in life to a compliance with his par- 
tiality for any man, whom my heart cannot 
approve. 

So faying, fhe turned haftily away^ and fee- 
ing me about to follow her to the door, flie 
bade me flay where I was till fhe was gone, 
and taking hold of Mrs. Courtenhall's arm 
haftencd out of the room, beftowing on me ^ 
look at parting, that faid Farewell in a lan- 
guage, that no eyes can fpeak fo doquendy a3( 
hers. 

I rejoined the company up ftairs, who wer* 
too delicate to make the leaft remark upon 
my abfence, ^nd after a little more mufic our 
party difperfed, leaving nobody but Lord SJ 
and myfelf with Lady Freville, who was juft 
telling his Lordfhip, that fhe hoped his fifter 
would accept of an apartment in her houfS 
upon her arrival in town, and that fhe had 
written a letter for that purpofe to be given to 
her at Hatfield, where fhe would change 
horfes j when our attention being called off by 
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a rapping at the door, whilft we were proteft- 
ing againft the admiffion of fo unfeafonable a 
vifitbr, who fliould enter the room but-Lady 
Jane herfelf ? Inftantly fhe flew into her bro- 
ther's arms, who ran to her with equal tran- 
fport — My Archibald, my hero, fhe exclaim- 
ed, thus may we ever meet ! thus may I ever 
glory in my brotherly— I marked her counte- 
nance, it was illuminated with joy, the fires 
that fparkled in her eyes would not admit a 
tear to quench them; fhe was the very model 
of a Roman Tifler, congratulating a beloved 
brother on his triumph :— again fhe clafped 
him in her arms and cried— Well done, my 
Archibald ! well done ; And all this viftory 
gained without a wound ? thank Heaven ! that 
honor J[ can well away with. — She now ad- 
dreflfed herfelf to Lady Freville in a flile of po- 
litenefs that quite charmed me ; for this young 
lady, Charles, has a peculiar grace in all Ihe 
does, which I cannot well defcribe to you : 
when Lady Freville prefented me to her, fhe 
received me with a mofl fweet, yet penetrat- 
ing look, which feemed to tell me fhe was 
no ftranger to my ambitious love. Though 
ihe had fcarce allowed herfelf to refl upon her 
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journey, fhe would not own to any fatigue, and 
after we had flipped her fpirits were fo gay 
and frclh, and flic had fo many enquiries 
to make about the adion, fo many civil things 
to fay to the lady of the houfe, and talked ia 
fo delightful a ftile of my adored Louifa, whilfl: 
(he archly contrived to draw out my whole 
heart upon the lubjed, that the minutes, pott- 
ed lb faft away upon the wings of joy, that 
time was totally forgotten by all but our good 
old hoftefs, who was beft acquainted with it> 
and had moll reafon to remember it; at 
length (he brought us to a proper fenfc of 
Lady Jane's repofe, and with an air of mo* 
therly authority, in her lively good-humoured 
manner, cried out — Be gone, young men, ta 
your quarters ; be gone this moment : though 
Lady Jane is a goddefs, flie canot live withr 
out fleep. FarewelU 
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LETTER LXXr, 


Jlrundel to Cburks Mertlake, 


^HI S morning at fix o^clock my bounte-' 
ous benefaffcor clofed his eyes for evcrr 
Sir Francis Arundel is no more : death, whom 
he had fo often, braved in the field> Xtole upon * 
him unawares in his fleep, and extinguilhed 
him without a gjroan. Few are the days f . 
have lived with him and known him, many 
and vaft arc the obligations I owe him. He* 
has been a dying man ever fince the fatal* 
event, which bereft him of his fon j the happy^ 
day he pafled with my uncle John on his a^:- 
rival was the laft. enjoyment he had of his 
ienfes, and except the time he accompanied 
me to the Houfe of Commons^ he has never 
been out of his doors fince I have been with 
him* 

As his corpfe miril be interred in the family 
Taidt at Arundel, I fhall come down to at- 
tend the funeral i and; that all things may be 
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in proper order for that folemnity, I intend to 
leave town to-nnorrow, and fhall be accom- 
panied by my uncle John : you will befo good 
to iaferm the houfekeeper of this, that fhe 
may provide accordingly and expeft us by 
dinner-tinrie. 

As foon as the funeral is over. Lord S. has 
promifed to come down to us, and if we can 
prevail upon Lady Freville to accompany Lady 
Jane, (which I do not dc^air of) they will be 
of the party : fhould that take place, you will 
have an opportunity of feeing old age and 
youth in their moil amiable charaders t guard 
your heart well, for if it is as open to love as it 
is to friendfhip and benevolence, farewell to 
its tranquillity, if you come within the glance 
of Lady Janc't bright eyes. Adieu. 
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LETTER LXXII 

Lady Jane S. to Lady Louifa G. 

XX?" AS it not a moft obliging aft of Lady 
Freville to come with nie hither, by 
which I was enabled to acconipany my bro- 
ther, and enjoy the fbciety of fome of the moft 
amiable people living, in one of the moft de- 
lightful fcenes ? * 

I am grcady ftruck with the natural beau* 
ties of this place, and though the manfion is 
antient, yet it is in a ftately ftile, and the prin- 
cipal apartments are really very fine. . 

The funeral was over before our arrival^ and 
the worthy General now flecps with his ancef- 
tors ; his corpfe was attended to the vault by 
the heir and C^tain Arundel, and the fervice 
performed by Mr. Mordake, the ntw rc&or 
of this parifh aiid the bofom friend oi^is pa^ 
tron : Mr. Arundel's father, now Sir Jofeph> 
declined being prefent either at the funeral, or 
at the opening of the will ^ I jfui^K^t he is a 

E 6 very 


•gjf , ARUNDEL, 

very unpleafant kind of being. Captain Johi» 
informs me, that the eftate is a good nine 
thoufand a year in land, and he thinks the 
ready money cannot be lefe than twenty thou- 
fand pounds to the heir, when, all legacies are 
paid — aiid if you add to this, laid he, the pick- 
ings of my old carcafe, when tiie fates have 
dilpofed of it, Frank will be a warm fellow^ 
" I have told my dear Louifa how much I waa 
pleafed with the man of her heart at our firfr 
meeting ; I now find there is no kfs to love than 
to admire in him. Do you know, Louifa, that 
Lord S. and I agree in thinking him extremely 
like you? Can I fpeak in higher commendation- 
of his perfon, than when I proteft to you, I am 
4iot confcious that 1 flatter him ?. I muft be- 
lieve you are deftined for each other^ Oh, that: 
ixxy dear Louifa was here with us ! my poor 
txead will be quite turned by the attentions,, 
which, are paid me; think only what a con- 
trafl: to the dreary folrtude of my native caftlc L 
Here axn I Queen regent of an empire, which 
X' truft js deftined to a. fitter as well as fairer 
fovereignr^ every face I meet reflefts the fmile 
^benevolence upon me: Is it not the very 
^^uteflcncc of human bappiaefs to bsp center- 
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cd m the hearts of thofe we lore, to be cixw 
Irofomed in the fociety of the Virtues? 

As Sir Francis had a well-regnlatad £uxsH)t 
of fervants, and lived in a ftilc very: ibitabk ta 
his fortune^ our friend has veryrlitdc trauble 
with his domeftic arrangements ;. the works he 
is carrying on at the Parfonage Houfe feem to^ 
be his principal occupation at prefent, and for 
the prefcnt he turns a deaf ear to aU projed* 
for'the embeliifhmentof hisown domain.— It is 
the firft objed with mc> (he faid this morning,. 
as we were walking in the park) to make 
Mortlake happy in his fituation ; as for this 
old manfion and its premif%s>, I will do no^ 
thing more than keep it in its prcfent good 
repair, tiU the time may come that- 1 may con-, 
fult a better tafte than my own for the im- 
provement of it. Then pawfing far a ftw mo* 
ments, with a figh be exclaimcd-^But what 
are thefe prefumptixius hopes, which I ink 
dulge? Ah, L-ady Jane, I delude myfelf j I do 
but ifftalk m a vain fi^adaw : all the &vors ' or 
fortune are but loft upon mej. I cannot enjoy 
them ; Was ever man- fo courted by proipe-*- 
rtty? See how happinefs iblicits me! hook. 
9A thofe hefocs Inhere he pointed to his un^I^ 
<* . > ' « and 
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a^d my brother, who were walking together 
arm in arm towards the river — How a^^ 
I honored in calling one uncle and the other 
friend? C^rry your eye up to that houfey 
which hangs dver the river they are going to ! 
Is it not a- charming ipot? and how ought I 
to be blefl: in the friend which pofleffes it! 
What a delightful fenfation do I feel when I 
contemplate that habitation, and fay within 
myfelfi in that afylum I have placed the friend 
of my heart, the gentleft, kindcft, beft of hu- 
man beings j Oh, Lady Jane, if ever there 
was a faultlefs creature, Mortlake is the man.— • 
This methinks is blefling 'enough for any one 
perfon's fhare in life ; but, as if fortune would 
never be weary of her favors to me, fhe has 
added to her other gifts the happinefs and ho- 
nor, which I am this moment enjoying with a 
friend as amiable as fhe is noble, in whofe. 
heart I do not defpair at humble diftance to 
participate with my Louifa herfelf— I* give you 
his own flattering words, my dear, though I 
ought to blufh for my affurance. Shall 1 pro- 
ceed? ftand afide, vanity! and I will— Yes, 
Lady Jane, he continuied, you have a wo- 
man's feelings, and an angel's pity,, you caa 
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undcrftand and commiferate the inquietudes of 
a heart fo empaflioned as mine is ; you can 
fuffer me to talk of my fours^dol,^you can 
hear me with patience, and can allow for the 
extravagancies of a difcourfe, which obferves 
no order — but I will reftrain myfelfi he add- 
ed, let us join your brother. 

He and the old Captain were at that inftant 
very bufily employed upon the launch of a 
new boat, juft arrived from London : thefe 
heroes, who had fo lately triumphed over the 
flag of Spain, were ftript to their fliirts and oc- 
cupied in the humble office of tallowing the 
bottom of a wherry -, and fo ardent were they 
both in their talk, that I doubt if the very 
odour of their work was not grateful to their 
noftrils: a country fellow was ftanding by 
them, gaping with furprize, but totally out of 
employment. As the weatl^er is fupremcly 
fine, we propofe to go upon the Medway this 
evening, and under fuch commandj^ I fhould 
not tremble to encounter Scylla and Charybdis 
in all their poetical terrors. 

Mortlake was ftandipg on the oppofke 
bank, upon a terrace in his garden which 
butts agaioft the piver : at Ul^cead of th^ ter^ 

race 
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»ce there is a landing-place, where a littTr 
boat, which ferves to ferry him over the wa- 
ter, was naoored to the fliore r and as we ap^ 
proached, we heard' the old Captain roaring 
out to the Doaor, as he eaUs him, to puflv 
kis boat acrofs. the ftream, and take the ladjr 
on board, for that I was coming to^ vifit him. 
Upon this fiimmons he came over j where- 
'upon Arundel and 1 ftept into the boat, and. 
though our worthy ferryman feemed to me to. 
acquit himfelfvery expertly, yet riiis old fon 
©f the ocean kept jibing and jeering at him,. 
m his fea language, every inch of the w*y„ 
ftanding all the. while in his Ihirt, with the 
fleeves tuck'd up to his elbows, no hat upon 
his head, and his bald pate Ibining in die fun,, 
a tfemepdous galh acrofs his forehead plaif* 
tcred over with a huge black patch, andcrf'fa 
gigantic a form,, that it is no wdnder he i&. 
terrible to his enemies, when I declare evens 
1> wha ;doat upon him,, could not furvey* 
his figure without trembling. Mr. Mort- 
lake, who delights in his humour, kept: up the- 
ater language- with a great deal of pleafantry* 
till he landed us at Ae foot of the ftairs wHich; 
lead CO his . ctrritoe ; here, in ftepping .out o^ 
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die boat, which was rather unfteady, my foot 
dipt, and I fliould certainly have had a veiy 
ugly fall upon the edge of the boat backw^ds^ 
if Mortlake had not with great addrefe caught 
mt in his arms. My dear brother, whofe eyes^ 
were upon me, gave a loud fhriek; but whea 
he faw me fafe, he called out to. my preferver 
r— Well handled,, my brave fellow ! keep hold 
of what you've got y you cjcferve her for your 
pains.— Whetker it was this raillery of my 
brother^s, or the alarm of my danger, or what 
ejLfe I know not, but Mortlake had no ibonar 
fet. me on my feet, than the colour went from 
his cheeks, his whole frame trembled^ and if 
he had not fquatted down upon the ftepr,^ 
I think verily he would have fainted. I con- 
fefs to you I was very much touched with ktt 
fenfibility, aad. fo was Arundel. — Lord S« ran 
dowa to the river-fide, and cried but/-^My 
dear Mortlake, I hope you arc not hurt — ^^Ry 
this time he was recovering, and having 
aHured my brother that no harm had befaUea 
either of us^ we walked up the gardea kwa to 
the houfe. We entered the library hf a ^fe 
door> and in my life I was never lb endaaatcd 
with the ekgant fimplicity and pcoportion of 

a coosa 
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^ room before. By the preparations for the 
books, it fhoiiid feem the colleftion is confi- 
derable, and I am told-they are very well fe- 
lefted ; in -fhort, they are worthy both of the 
giver and receiver. Nobody can beftow with 
fuch a grace as Arundel i nobody can apply 
them to better purpofe than Mortlake. We 
went over the houfe, and I am charmed with 
every part of it 5 the bed-rooms, a dreffing- 
room and drawing-room, are yet unfur- 
Jii(hed> and Mr. Arundel faid, he had drawn 
me thither on purpofe to avail himfelf of my 
tafte in the choice of the papers and cottons^ 
of which he laid^ before me a variety of pat- 
terns. Help us out, I befeech you. Lady 
Jane, faid he, for we college drones are but 
foriy judges in thefe matters. 

Whilft I fate down to examine a -large par- 
cel of thefe famples, on« of the workmen called 
Mr. Arundel out of the room; and how it 
was I know not, but I confefs to you, my 
dear Louifa, I fdt a little queerilh juTl: now, 
finding myfelf alone with a very handfome 
ana a very young man, in the awkward office 
ot chufing beds and curtains, whilft he was 
^A*ng and unfolding and hovering about 

mei 
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me i fo I fairly threw the work afide for the 
time, and told him I would wait till Mr* 
Arundel returned. Mortlake, whofe fenfibi- 
lity nothing can efcape, and who perhaps had 
not quite recovered his former agitation^ now 
bluflied like fcarlet, and I have no doubt I 
looked filly enough, for I confefs my bro- 
ther's words, though probably fpoken in mere 
pleafantry, without meaning, had put my 
heart into no fmall flutter. In this fituation 
we both ftood filent for a time, and irrefoiutc 
what to fay or do next. On thefe occafions a 
woman generally is the firft' to find her 
tongue, and I began to talk of the efcape 
I had had, and to thank him for his care and 
proteftion of me, which I was afraid had oc- 
cafioned him fome pain or hurt, which he did 
not own to. — ^Hc aflured me that he felt no 
pain but what arofe from my danger, and 
even the apprehenfion of any harm befalling 
me, was more than be could bear. — But we 
muft not truft you to the boat any more, 
added he, and I, will deiire Arundel to fend 
for his carriage to take you home by the road. 
I had now recovered from my embarajflfment, 
and calling him back as he was going out of 

the 
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the room,, declared againft the carriagCy telt- 
ing him we fhould never hear an end of the 
old Captain'is raillery, if we gave the caufe up 
to cowardly : befides, added I, it would be- 
tray a want of confidence in my conduftor> 
which would be very ingrateful in me to do-. 
*Tis y6ur condu^Sor^ replied he> who wants 
confidence in himfeKi when he has fuch a 
treafure in his charge, — Nay,, answered I> but 
what will my brother fay to that, if you defcrt 
a ftadon which he commanded yott to keep ; 
won't there be ibmething. like mutiny in that ? 
*— Ah Madanij he rcplkd, if Lord &• pro* 
motes nae to an boiier fo infinitely above my 
merits^ how ought an humbk man to a6t in> 
luch a eafe?~I dare fay„ f^d I^ Lord S.. i^. 
too good a judge of mrrk, not to know thatt. 
b*Jnidlity is one of the fureft marks which be-^ 
b«g to it.-— Mr» Arucdel now returned, ^nd 
put a ftop to a converfation that was growing^ 
rather ferious. We now pafled a few, minutes 
longer id the houfe, took a walk round the 
gajfdeii,, and repaffing the river, fou^ x ca»^ 
nage m waiting for las on the park fide and 
*a returned to the houfe together. 

Immediately 
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Immediately on my arrival, a fcrvant gave 
3Tie the following letter, which completely ve^ 
xifks your prediftion. 

*' I venture to inform die moft adorable of 
*^ women, that her ever &ithful.and moftde- 
*' voted admirer is waiting within a few paces 
^' of the houfe, in anxious hope that he may 
**^ be permitted to repeat his vows, and pour 
^' out his full heart at her feet. Admit me, 
*^ moft angelic Lady Jane, to your prefence; 
^^ let my eyes once more behold that objeft, 
•<* on which my heart doats to diftraftion, and 
*' from which my afFeftions have neVer ftrayed 
^^ even for a rrioment, when hard ne<:eility 
compelled me to fulpend my hope: that ne* 
ceflity, fo lamented by your faithful lover, is 
" now removed, not by any change in your 
^* fortune (though even, that I rejoice in), 
-*' but by a better dilpofition of my own af- 
*^ fairs i and I am now more impatient than 
-*' ever to declare myfel^ 

^* Moi^ beloveii of my foul, 
*^ Your ever faithful and 
** mofl fondly devoted. 
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As foon as I had read diis curious epifUe, I 
took my brother afide, and relating to him 
what had pafled between Sir Adam and me at 
Edenborough, gave him the letter. Having 
perufed it, he cried out — The devil take the 
aflurance of this fellow ! he deferves to be ex- 
pofed for his meannelsj but, however, fend 
him his anfwer and difmifs him: and let it be 
explicit enough to filence him for the time to 
come 9 for fome of our countrymen, Jane, arc 
not eafily put by from their point. 

I fat down immediately, and wrote the fol- 
lowing fhort anfwer: 

" jLady Jane S. prefents her compliments 
" to Sir Adam Crichton, and begs leave to 
*' decUne the honor of any further correfpon- 
" dence with him upon the fubjeft, which his 
" letter alludes to." . 

This I difpatched by his fervant, and 
hoped to hear no more of my* lover ; when, 
behold, in lefs than the fpace of half an hour, 
a fervant announced him to Mr. Arundel, 
who feemed much furprizpd at the name of a 
Tifitor, to whom he was a perfcft ftrangcr ; 
^ but 
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but as there was no hefitation to be made, in 
point of politenefs/ about receiving him, or* 
ders were given to ftiew Sir Adam Crichton 
into the room. Lord S. had juft time to 
whifper a few words to Mr. Arundel, when 
the gentleman made his entrance into the 
room where we were all ajHembled -, the old 
Captain and Mortlake being juft then ea- 
gaged at the backgammon table, and paying 
little attention to what was going forward. As 
foon as Sir Adam had made his apologies to 
Mr. Arundel, which he performed with a 
great deal of civil circumlocution, he afked 
leave to fpeak with me alone 5 upon which 
xny brother demanded, if he had not had an 
anfwer from Lady Jane already ? he acknow- 
ledged to have received a Ihort note; but 
hoped I would yet indulge him with an op- 
portunity of explaining himfelf Upon this 
Arundel and Mortlake rofe up, and were 
preparing to leave the room; but as I was 
refolute againft any converfation with hiip, I 
requefted them to ftay, foi: that Sir Adam and 
Ihad no private bufinefs whatever. Lord S. 
now addreiled him in a ferious tone as (oU 

lows:-7»Sir Adam Crichton, ypy.Mv? hpard 
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my fitter's refolution ; and therefore I mufl: on 
her behalf ilnfift upon it, that you do not prefe 
her with another word upon the fbbjeft : upon 
thefc conditions, if you chufc to honor us with 
your compjttiy, I think I may anfwer for my 
friend Mr. Arundel, that all civilities will be 
paid to Sir Adam Crichton in his houfe. — 
Certainly, if Sir Adam will do me that honor, 
faid ^ Mr. Arundel ; yet coolly enough. — ^Thc 
did Captain, who did not underftand a word 
of all this, was bawling out to Mortlake to 
relume his game at backgammon; but in 
vain, I never faw foreftlefs a creature, he was 
in all parts of the room by turns, and nevtr 
quiet in any, Obferving this, the Com- 
mander grew out of patience and being to- 
tally in the dark, and not over quick at fee- 
ing into the caufcs and reafons of things, vo- 
ciferated ftill kHjder, crying out, Come, com^ 
©odlor, bear a hand; where the plague ait 
capering to? What the dickens is ^H this 
to thee .? Don't run away from the game, 
«w*eii I have a -gammon in iny tables ? 

Owmg this a perfea fijence had reigned in 
^quarter, whilft Sir Adam's cy^s had gone 
«i P»grds rt^uttd. th« room, fom^timcs look! 

ing 
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ijYg inquifitivcly at my brother, then plteoufly 
at me, then cnvioufly at Arundel, honoring 
me, as I believe, with a fuipicion that he had 
fpied out a rival ; and very naturally con- 
cluding, from the fuperiority he there beheldt 
that his caufe muft be hopeleis, he rofe at 
length from his chair without uttering a 
word, made a very awkward bow and de- 
parted. 

Mr. Arundel followed him to the hall door, 
performing all the rites of holpitality widi 
great politenefs, when the Baronet as he wa* 
parting took courage and laid — I perceive. 
Sir, you are the happy man ; to which youJ: 
friend made reply — I am, indeed, Su-, ev^ 
body muft be happy in the fociety of Lady 
Jane S.— There's a declaration for you ! Ah 
my poor forfaken Louiia ! are you not heart- 
broken with jealoufy ? 

Well ! Lady Jane, laid Arundel as he re- 
turned to us with a fmile upon his counte-^ 
nance, your lover has made a notable dilco- 
very amongft .us, he has found out the happy 
man, who has thruft him out of your heart.— 
Happy man indeed ! I replied, and who may 
he be ? — Look about you, faid he, your loter 
Vol. n. F iS 
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U in the roohu — Is he fo ? cried the gallant 
vctcraa in a voice o£ thunder, aijid ftarting 
from hi^ .feat very gallantly fcized hold of my 
hapd> fayingr Then I claim her for my prize, 
andt if any man is bold enough to difpute it 
with me, let him come on j I will burn, fink, 
and jieftroy^hio^ in an hurry. — Ah Lady Jane ! 
L^y Jane ! it is in vain to diiguiie it^ I faw 
the tender looks you gave me, when I was in 
th^. elegant employ of tallowing the boat's 
bojttojpi,: come, confels, was not that the fa- 
VQraj^le.momi:nt ? I knew yop could notftand 
this, bald . p$ite and black. patch. ^ Harkye, 
Dpftor, put in the banns, and iplice your bell- 
ropes,, for wc will have a merry peal, 

Th^ old man's raillery faved fome certain 
cmbarafTmcnts that were vifiblc amongft m^ 

and thus ended the adventure of Sir Adam 

« 

Crichton. Farewell , . 
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. Lady Jam S. to Lady Louifa G* 

I . . • ... 

J- HAVE- had a lefttlrc ;frortt Lady Frc- 
villc this mbrning: Do yo\i know, my 
dear Jane, fays Ihe;, that you are making 
poor Morclake moft compleatly* in love with 
ypu ? now this I muft chide you for*, becaufe, 
take notice, though it may be %oft to you, it 
is ^eath to him. 

But perhaps I do not mean to let hirti dici 
Then what do you mean, you giddy crea- 
ture? 

Any thing rather than incur your dilplea- 
^re and give you juft occafion for chiding me ; 
which, if I was capable of playing the coquette 
with ib excellent a creature, I fhould richly 
deferve; 

The Lord be good unto me ! my dear girl, 
why, he is a parfon. 

Very true ; and Sir Adam Crichtdn is a Ba-v 
ronetj and I am an Earl's daughtcfj and yet I 

F 2 .cat! 




too ARUNDEL. 

can defpife the man of money and admire the 
man of merit. 

Well to be fore this is mighty fine and ro- 
mantic> but you are jelling with me all this 
while* 

Pardon me, my. dear Lady, you have taken 
the very way to make me ierious; for if you 
are founded in your obiervation> and I have 
really ixiade the impreffion upon Mortlake's 
heart which you fulpeA, I have not that trivial 
- mind to revolt from his profefljon, or flight a 
virtuous man becaufe devoted to the fcrvice 
of his God. Shall the colour of a man's 
cloaths, or the cut of his hair difguft my yani-^ 
ty, and decide againft a charaifter, in which 
every perfeftion of heart and head, every ex- 
cellence of mind and "pcrfon apparently unite ? 
If I am to confult my eye, where can it reft 
upon a finer perfon than Mortlake's ? if ! am 
to be guided by my judgment, can it direft 
me to a worthier choice ? 

But a parfon's, wife, my dear — Only think 
of Lady Jane $• young, noble, blooming, 
beauteous, the admiration of the whole town, 
the pattern of all elegance, and the foyl of all 

focictics— * parfon's wife* 

And 
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And why not ? If Lady Jane prefers tran- 
quillity to diffipationj folid happinels to fleeting 
pleafures ; if Lady Jane prefers the blcfllingi 
of the poor to the ladiniration of the town ; 
Lady Jane will not regret that fhe is no longer 
the foul of thofc fodeties, which her foul can- 
not approve ; and though (he does not mean to 
leflen her attentions to elegance^ yet as a pat^ 
tern of it fhe wduld not wiih to be diftinguifh- 
ed> whilft: there are fb rnany^ nobler patterns 
for her emulation. 

But your family, my dear child^ your noblc^' 
I may fay, your royal blood I— then above all, 
the Earl your brodier i he will now expert to 
eftabltili you in^ fbme great coanedtion ; you 
^w with what indignity he fpurned at the al* 
lU^ice of Sir Adam Crichton j what will he 
iay p rfiat of Mortlake i 

You miftakc my brother'^s motives for treat- 
ing Sir Adam's propolals with contempt ; the 
man, not his alliance, is contennptible : my bro- 
ther will not fcek outmatches of intereft or am- 
bition for mes he is .too honorable to wifli to 
enflave my afie<5tion$, and he knows my fpirit 
too well to i^ttempt it ;. the authority he holds 
with me is of my giving^ not of his exafting^ 
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k fptis^ from the bve I bear him, from the 
opinion I entertain of his judgment and the re- 
, verence I pay to }us virtues; but neither he, nor 
gny creature living or that ever did live, fhould 
prescribe to me in that important choice, which 
h to decide the ht|^ineis or mifery of my fu* 
ture da3rs; much lefs wiU I be fwayed^from 
my judgment by At deipicable pride of fa-» 
mily, the fordid lure of interef^ or filly cry of 
falhion, irhich looks no:furtfaer than the fur- 
face of the man, and cannot fee the 'light of 
{he foul, if the body be Jiabitcd in black. 

Now then we ire agreed, condudedf theold 
lady ; I have played a litde -^harmlefsi lartifiee 
upon you, and hive touched methinks upon 
every point that could probe the feelings of a 
iBToman of diftiitftion, circumffianced as you 
are. Had I found you tender in any part, and 
Ihrinking from the touch, I had trembled for 
your d^ger; but you have even bettsered my 
very beft opin]Qn,-and are more than ever cdcar 
to me. — And now, changing her tone and 
countenance in a moment, ihe began to railly 
tne about the im^licity of^my drefs, which fhe 
faid was all lubde^ and contrivance, that I 
inigbt not awe a i^nodeft lover by appearances 
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— and there in truth fhe was riot out of her 
guefs— I am lure, fhe faid, this white linen. ' 
furplice and veftal hood, with all their cHaflrc 
accompaniments are levelled at the piarfonagej. . 
but you are miftaken^ child, in their efffeft^ 
inftead of hiding they enhance your charms ;. 
Lady Jane in her court drcfi is only a fine wo- 
man, in this iaint-like habit ftie * is fdmething 
mprc,'and tho\igh*a heathen pricfl: in the Ipirft 
of enthufiafm mij^t prevail upon tnimfelf to • 
facrifice you as a viftim at the altar; no Chril*- 
ti'an pricftivill ever venture to tipproadi fb 
Ipiritualized a being with the carnal ideas of 
love. My life upon it/ the hunifele Mdrtlakc 
will not dare to approach you ^y otherwife 
than on his knees.-— ^ And if he does Approach 
me on his knees, my dear lady, I replied, he 
will not find me fo fpiritualized as you feem t<> 
fnake me : I have hitherto kept love a«t'a dis- 
tance, or at beft played with Jiim as a child . 
with her kitten ; when Sir Adam knelt at my 
feet I could have gone on with my needle an4 
liot pricked my fingers j I could have counted 
the buttons upon his coat, or numbered everjr 
curl in his hair, he might have moulded my 
hand between his till he was weary without 

F 4t putting. 
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putting my pulfe out of its pacej but oh Hea- 
vens ! if a finger of this charming fellow does 
but touch my glove, it lets my heart into a 
flutter 5 and when he caught mc in his arms as 
I was failing into the river, how did 1 wifh he 
would have takop my brother at his word and 
held me there for life ! 

Heyday, heyday ! (he cried, ftark ftaring^ 
mad already; why this is next kin to love at 
foft %ht. — Well, well, fuch things may have 
lieen, but they arc too long paft for me to re- 
menriber them. However frnce it is fo, you 
have no time to throw away, chufe your papers 
and your printed cottons, and fet the uphol- 
fterer to work as faft as you can i before he ha3 
done his job, you will be* ready for your's, or 
I am miftaken; — But come, my dear, let us go 
down to breakfaft : too much love upon an 
empty ftomach is 'jnot good for the conftitu- 
tion. 

This leraned dialogue had kept our tongues 
fo long in motion, that when we came into the 
breakfaft room we found the gentlemen wait- 
ing for us, and were faluted by the eld Cap^ 
tain with a whittle to the tune of the boatfwam, 
when he pipes all hands to the mefs. As I 

was 
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was about to feat myfelf at the tabic where I 
was to officiate, Mortdake ran with a chair for 
me^ though a man with more obfervation and 
Icis zeal might eafily have found out there was 
ao want of it 5 I am afraid I had already iiate 
down^ but you know a lady miiy have a pre- 
ference for fuch a tiifle as an odd chair,- and ' 
fo to make fhort of a trifle, 1 quitted my owa 
and took his^ Immediately my wicked bro- 
ther cried put — Mordake, there is promotioii6 
for you> Jane has fhifed her flag,, and you 
have nothing todo but take poft by fu^ceflionC 
— I can only lay he did not av^il himfelf o£ 
the hinti but having full eipploynnent in com- 
|>ating my. owa embaraf&inent I cannot ^v^ 
any account how Mordake difpofod of his.. 
^ After breakfafl: my brother drew me.^utiato* 
the gaitden, and during our walk we* had the 
following CQnvQrfation :. 
», i flatter myfclf,.aiy d^ai* Jai^, pow yoti have 
4ifciarcted your unworjthy lover you mean) tor 
fijpply the vacancy in your heart, with, one 
tppiore deferving* / ; . . 

^ , Ahr brother ! love; you knqjv;is; like daatB^ 


loS ARUNDEL. 

. fuppofe your high and ardent fpirit, your vi- 
vacity and brilliant talents, your ekgance of 
manners, mind and perfon, were qualities that 
never could iubmit to a retired and humble 
deftination ; but I know you better i I have 
fecn you in the folitude of Fergus Caftle, in 
the melancholy duty of an attendant on a dying 
grandmother, loft to the world and to herfelf^ 
I have feen you patiently enduring the re-; 
ftraints of poverty, and according yourfelf to 
the narro^eft fyiftem of frugality without a 
murmur ; I know you have no pride but that 
of principle, no contempt but of vice and 
meannefsi and though you have underftanding, 
figure and addrdb to grace the higheft rank in 
life, vivacity to give them a diiplay and paf- 
fions to impel them into aflion, yet I know 
your, mind is fo fttbngly fortified with reaibn 
and your foul k firmly anchored in religioi^ 
that I have not the finaBeft doubt of your fe-, 
curity* . 

As for Mortlake; though I want no other 
left of his merit than the friendihip which 
Arundel entertaim for him, and though my 
education does not enable me to foim any 
judgment <^a9;i]9(|«ii^^ mi knowkdgfi 
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fo fuperior to what I can boaft of, yet of his 
hca^:t I flatter myfclf I am entitled to lpeak> 
of his candour, modefty, benevolence, fweet- 
nefk of temper I caiwot fail to be a judge, for 
they are as conlpicuous as the light, evident 
as truth itfelf: his manners affe of the pureft 
fort, and though not fuch as fafhion adopts, 
yet are they what the fined gentlcrnan might 
make the model of his praftice. Though his 
Ipirit is gentle, it is as highly empaflioned and 
as' warm, my fweet Jane, even as your own : 
his foul is all benevolence, his religion is phi- 
landiropy, aftive, liberal, tolerating, untainted 
by hypocrify, and not clouded by gloom, but 
lively, gay and fociaL As to his external, I 
can only fay that a fweeter countenance and a 
finer perfon I have no where feen ; of that 
you mufl judge for yourfelf, and if your eyes 
(peak die language of your heart, which I caq-*. 
not doubt, of, they have told him in pretty 
plain terms what an interefl he has there. 
With, re%cd to all ' the cflfenti^ls. q£ c|omeflic 
happuieis, this mofk beautiful ipot in which 
Arundel has placed him, the elegaot and 
cpnqfortahle .h^tatbn he rhas jproyided fot 
hu% tlje deceit uicomQ.hq derives from his 
!•:/ ^ving. 
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living, the Ktde paternal property lie ehjoys^ 
and your portion of that treafure, which k only . 
vaKiable to me as I can fliare it with you, wiH 
put you (b complcatfy at' your eafe in point o€ 
fortune, that I forefee nothing thar can add to 
the happy profpiedt in yoirr view, but an events 
which I hope Providence will bring te pafi^ 
the unibn of your charming and beloved 
frierfd with the oriy nian hving who dejferves. 
iter. ' ^ 

• That indeed, I eagerly bbfcrvedv would be 
a confummation of niy birfs V that Would make: 
me fupremely happy, and fiutly we may pre- 
fxjm.e that Heaven; which forn\e«i theth for each 
other, will cotnpletje its own defigns fay uniting 
Aem : then irideed,- when Iriend is^ joined to 
friend, from tke terrace of nay litde ^pdea 
with a joy unalkyed by envy I fhal!" furvey the 
neighbovrmg manfion, where my Louila dweHs. 
with her beloved' Artmdelt UMted' ift tfie 
bonds of harmony with fuch a family ■ fiovir ft- 
rente wfll be my life'r Weft in the afiKtibns of 
inf hujfcand, my undifftancfiig fcnferged by 
liis inttntftions, and my heart immited \)j Ms. 
^firtutsi'ttiinlt ^tk WhsA fx Mp ak 1^1 meet 
ifi^.*te«iic ' bi^tftor • ntsmttg mik Bs wi«* 

with 
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with conqueft, having finilhed his careef 6f 
glory, and welcome him into the arms of 
peace, 

; • - ■ ' 

* . • / 

; Weaving frejh laurels for his honored hrt^w^ 

Here we were ftopt in our dialogue by an 
elegant and graceful form, habited in deep 
mourning, who approached without obferving 
OS : he was engaged in contedipladng a minia-* 
tare poxirirait, which he- held in hfishahd, and 
on vhich his eyes wene .moft lovingly fixt.— 
Need I fay it was Arundel ■? Need i add ithac 
the objeft of has conteinplatipn was the copy 
of the fair«ft facttih the creation, the^ gift of 
my Louiia t6 her &itibful Jane, and her loan 
to this icnamcuycd Ibwf ^odld* I withhold 
from him this friendly £:dace of his medifia- 
tions, thisrefledion ofab knage. imprinted ori 
his heart ? I mift you will : not ihink I have 
mifufdd your iayor by impartbg it ii&>hid!.-^ 
Ab, jLadf |aM, he eiiSed,' tkis trial a 'darksg 

|iaiiiter-~ • — •''•' ^-^^q v:^ n: .1 : 
'* How could h lodk upnthoje eyes and live ? 


't i 
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He thqi fhut the fhagreen cafe, in whkli tjiepkr^ 
turc is encWW/ %l* FWWtttdllf t» ifiei' faying 
^rttl —I believe 
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—I believe I have got this hock by heart. — 
I hope you will fooa have the original in pof- 
fedlon, replied my brother, you may then 
purfue your ftudies according to * Ho)Kace*is. 
inftruftion both by night and by cky*^-6>h 
heavenly hope> replied Arundel, on which my 
imagination dwells^" how kindly you conlble 
me 1 but when I 4(k myfelf on what founda- 
tion k, is built, h<^w like the bafdefsfahii of a 
vijwn does it then appear ! though I am weli 
aflured that Lady Loviia will neither be per* 
fuaded nor compelled into a marriage with Sir 
George Revel, yet how can I flatter myfelf 
that any future time or circuoiftance can re^ 
concife the hoftile mind of Lord G* to me ft 
He hath not the gift of fcrgivencfe, nor I the 
art of hypocrify, where thea.is^ my.iope?—^ 
Cannot you anfwer that qwry^ • &id my bro- 
ther to me.— In my owa cafe, J replied, I 
could' readily jwilwer it, in my friend's. I can* 
not i the feeds cof rebellion fo j^jp^ in .my na-r 
turc, in her pure mind take no root^ filial 
obedience in her is a principle Ihe cannot vio^ 

* The pubfifter prefames hiis LordlHip alluded to the. 
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late, nay I am perfuadcd fhe would facrifijoe 
the happinefs of her life, or even life itfdf, 
radier than tranfgreis a duty, which fhe regards 
as interdidory againtt her own inclinations, 
though Ihe may not admit it to be compulfory 
upon them, — 1 conceive, fald Arundel, you 
have very corredlly underftood her rule of 
adling, and I will as correftly conform to it, 
be the event as fatal to my happineis a& I fear 
it will be J if I could pcrfuade her to an aft, 
with which her gentle mind would reproach 
her, it is what the world would not bribe mei 
to attempt $ no, I mud fubmit ; I am neither 
capable of perverting her filial piety, nor of 
conciliating her father's rooted animofity. At 
the fame time I know my pretenfions ; it is no 
vanity in me tso fay, for it is no merit of my 
own which enables me to fay it, that if heredi- 
tary laonors pafs for any thing, the name of 
Arundel may fland upon the line with any 
name in Europe j weigh ity it is as heazy, con^ 
jure with //, it will raije a Jpirit as foon as 
Bourbon or NafTau. The fortune I inherit by 
the bounty of the deceafed, though not to be 
compared witK Sir George RevelS, is fuch 
however as the parent of no lady could objedt 

tOi 
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to ; for as it is, without adverting to othcncon- 
tlngencies, it more thah trebles" the eftate,. 
'Which will devolve upon Lady Louild widi 
the harony, that in failure of a fon and heir 
goes to her j the reft of his Lordljiip's eftate 
•is in clofe. entail upon the male heir : add to 
this, that the generofity of my uncle John has 
opened other mines upon me, which might 
temj^t Lord G. (if avarice w€re his ruEng paf- 
tfion) to ftKc his pefentment and wave allob- 
jeftions againft me ; but I will neither tfonlcik 
' to take the prize out of the viftor's generoifs 
hand, who eatned it, 'nor will I fo infult LdiSS 
G. as to fuppcfe he-can be bribed'by any ofv 
fers, however Ij^lendid, to relax from his hor- 
tilitv. 

Oh my Louifa ! what a man this is \ thotigh 
nature caft him in a mould to ftrike our eyes 
with admiration at the very inftant of behold- 
ing him, yet fhe has endowed his mind with 
fomething fo fuperior to external grace, diat 
every hour encreafes our cfteem and love; for 
my part I perfeftly venerate him as a kind of 
being of a higher order i I love him, truft 
him, converfe with him without any of that 
timid refcrve dr holding back, fo natural to die 

fhyneis 
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ibynefs of our fcx^ fuch is the delicacy of his 
nature, that when alone with him, I feem in 
company with my Louifa ; T tender' myfcif to 
him as a partner in his private meditations, 
becau& I can perceive it fooths his mind to 
talk with me of his and my Louifa; taken 
from ym in frejmct^ not in heart, he finds re- 
lief in converfation, which he knows full weH 
can ncrer weary me, nor need we dread die 
kiiguor of * repetition, when you are die fub- 
jcft, mwhom'-Mte can ftiU find new charms, 
new virtues toodmire andpraife, without cx- 
haufting die lupply that ifecds us with variety. 

Here I muft break ofF, as-we *are nowgoing 
upon the river in the new whery, which our 
fca Captains have put into perfeft trim : the 
afternoon is charming j our commandew arc 
waiting at the place of embarkation ; I hear 
the voice of Lady Freville fummoning me to 
the party irt the gayeft and mod exhilarating 
tdne ; flie Hands on the lawn under my win- 
iiow arm in arm with Arundel, Mordake is 
waiting unengaged, and cafts up a v/ifliful 
look, in which, amidft the modeft diffidence 
that charaftcrs his face, I can difcern a faint 
and glimmering expeftation, the embryo of a 

hope 


• ^ 


ii6 ARUNDEL. 

« 

hope that I fhall deftine him to the fame' 
friendly and familiar office. — Yes, Moftlake, 
thou fhalt have thy hope, my arm (hall be f\ip- 
portcd upon thine, nor one alone, but both are 
rtady to enfold thee j my confcious heart ac- 
knowledges it cannot beftow a joy on thee 
greater than that which it receives by giving* 

Farewell! — I fly to him with luch impa- 
tience, that if he has eyes he mud difcover 
me : Ah mc ! he has di&overed mc ; — I have 
given him a fmile of aflignadon, that has 
tranfported him: I am betrayed !-^no mat- 
ter, I cannot counterfeit^ nor would I^ if I 
could* Farewell. 


LETTER 


ARUNDEL. 117 


LETTER LXXIV. 
Lady Louifa G. to Lady Jane S. 

A LAS ! that mine Ihould be the deftlny to 

blaft the happinefs of thofe I love, to 

put to hazard, perhaps (O horror beyond 

thought !) to deftroy a life far dearer to me 

than my own. 

Arundel hath been reprefented to me as 
the vilcft of men, mull I add ! as the feducer, 
the violator of my mother's honor. The cir- 
cumftances, reported to me by my father, ori* 
ginate from Sir George Revel, and are fimply 
thefe:— 

A note from my mother to Arundel, written 
at the inftant of her departure, was intercepted 
by Sir George Revel on the ljx)t, who arrived 
at her houfe juft after Ihe had left it, and 
found means to get this letter out of the fer* 
vant's hands, who was entrufted to deliver it. 

This letter I faw in her own hand- writing, 
and read it myfclf— It is little clfe than a Ihort 

adieu; 
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adieu ; fhe wilhcs him not to aggravate Lord 
G-; fhe vConjures him to avoid frefh diflen- 
fions with Sir Geotge Revel, biit fhe plainly 
hints at intelligence heretofore imparted to 
him by Jierfclf with refpeft to me— This is the 
whole of it, and this alone would have been an 
attack, I could eafUy enough hav^ put by in 
filence, had it not been followed by other cir-*' 
cumflances, fabricateii by the -very father of lies, 
the author of all mifchiefi for that wretch. Sir 
George Revel, pretends he has a depofition of 
the fervant, from whom he got the letter, 
charging my guiltlefs mother with a criminal 
affignation, and meeting with Arundel in a 
certain building within a grove, adjoining to 
her garden, and afTercing that of this meeting 
he was an eye-witnefs. 

Such is my perfuafion of the purity and 
honor of the parties concerned, that had I ho 
other grounds for difbelieving this abomi- 
nable and malicious fiftion, I could not harbour 
a fufpicion to their prejudice ; but when I call 
to mind the zeal with which fhe recommends 
my union with Arundel, . and the prayers fhe 
offers up for it? fuccefs, is it in nature to fup- 
pofe this accufation can be true? Is there a 

parent 
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parent living fo devoid of conicience ? If to 
the diigrace of human nature fuch a monfter 
does exift, it cannot be my mother. Another 
circumftance there is, which ftamps^ the horrid 
tale with falfehood; the informer has difap*. 
peared, and as the whole charge refts upon 
the hearfey evidence and veracity of Sir 
George Revel, who does; not deny that he con- 
nived at the fellow's efcape by promife pre- 
vioufly engaged, we are left to conclude that 
either no fuch informer exifts, and the entire 
ftory h a malicious fabrication of Sir George's, 
or elfe that thejre is fuch grois and palpable 
fubornation in the cafe^ that the fugitive, con* 
icious of his perjury, dares not abide the 
fcrutiny, nor meet the accufed face to face. 

But all this while, glaring ^ th^ie circum- 
ftances are, my father credits, or pretends to 
credit, the tale, and the reputation of my in- 
nocent mother is to be blailed through the 
world, whenever he thinks fit to appeal to it, 
andtdivert the pyblic odium from hinilelf tn 
her. Can this be fuffered i rather let me afk, 
Cm it be preventediptherwiie than by appeal^ 
ing, to Ariundel ? And yet what horrors ago- 
nize my hftart, whe» I reiefi upon the dan- 
^ ger 
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ger of that meafure! 'Alas, my friend, this 
difappointcd, dclperate nian thirfts for his 
blood I my fatal preference dooms Tiim to th€ 
aflaflin's fword i I am. the murderer of Arun- 
del. 

This is the diabolical plot, which that wretch 
has been hatching in his journey into Kent ; 
Heaven forbid I fhould fay my father is an ac- 
complice in it, truth compels me to own that 
he is the willing dupe of it. To what pur- 
pofe then ftiould I be filent towards you, or 
yoii towards Arundel ? for if it comes not to his 
ears through my channel, it wilt through my 
father, who afFeds to credit it j it will be char- 
ged upon him by that monfter, who avows it 
and provokes me t6 reveal it.- 

Were any one but myfclf the reporter of it 
to Arundel, how would he be afllircd of my 
entire rejeftion and abhorrence of the falfe- 
hood ? Silence might give him a iiifpicion 
that I was bafc enough to doubt, whereas I 
am prepared to give him fuU, compleat and 
unequivocal proof of cohfidcncci hy making 
common caufe with him, end throwing my* 
felf refolutcly into the arms of the very man 
whom they accufc : yes, Arundel, be this my 

refutation 


ARUNDEL. 121 

refutation of the chiige ! diiis let me defend 
the flandered charadter of an innocent parent ! 
No other caufe could juftify me to myfelf for 
iuch a ilepj but this makes difobedience vi - 
tue ; in the defence of innocence my ipirit 
rifes to a pitch, that emulates even thy hefpifm, 
my beloved Jane I 

Can the daughter wed with the corrupter of 
.the mother ? this is their language. My nar- 
ture fhudders at the thought — Be this the teft 
then of my confidence, in Arundel! I will 
ftake my foul upon his truth : Can I depofe 
more ftrongly to his innocence ? Oaths may be 
given for purpofes, friends have been perjured 
for friends ; but who ever drew fuch horrors 
on. their head, as I now invoke on mine upon 
the illue of this wifehood ? Glaring as hell it- 
fdf muft be the lye, that I would at fuch peril 
refute. 

Exert yourfdf for a friend, whoft heart is 
rent with agonies; confult your noble bro- 
ker; dcvife fome means for pre venting the ef. 
fufion of blood, dearer than that which flowa 
from my affliAed hearts fay to Arundel that 
I am ready to efcape with him to that aly- 
lum of food fugitives> which till now I ne« 

you II. G ver 
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ver dreamt of reforting to: let him not ddaf 
a moment, but come in fecrccy to London i 
our marriage will ftamp the lie upon Sir 
George ; there needs no more to blall his 
ftory. Arundel as my hufl^and has anfwered 
his accufcr folly; there can be then no appeal 
to the fword ; the world will hoot the villain 
as he pafles; he will (land upon peipetual r^ 
cord a liar confuted and confeft. 

JFar^welL 


LETTER LXXV. 

Lady Ja^te Ss U Lady Louifa G* 

T HA VE no words, that can exprefs to you 
my indignation againft that monfter Re- 
vel, my feelings for the injured Arundel, or 
the juft enconniums which are due to your he- 
roic, generous condud. 

To the letter I inclofe let me refer you for 

the grateful fcntiments of a man, whofe whole 

ibul is yours: it fccms to mc as if he did not 

8 feel 
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feci the venom of the accufation, {q^ tranf- 
ported is he with the proof of your acquittal 
of him, of your confidence — Oh, generous 
liOuila — of your unfhaken Iovjc. 

If ever truth and honor inhabited the hu- 
man heart, it is in Arundel's they dwell, un- 
spotted, uncontaminated* 

My gallant brother perfeftly adores you; 
his noble blood is all on fire ; and though he 
is my deareft hope on earth, I am proud to 
lend him to the caufe of Arundel : I fee him 
inlift in his fervice without a figh, and I glory 
in the zeal and ardor of his friendfhip. 

They are gone forth — let me adjure you 
by the moft earneft entreaties not to torture 
your too feeling, anxious thoughts with ima- 
ginary terrors} be patient, ftifle all enquiries 
whither they are gone, and what they are 
about J put up your prayers to the Avenger 
of all wickednefs ; confide in h|m and he wiU 
bring it to pafs. 

I have a pacquet of papers lealed up and 
committed to me by Arundel, which, if occa- 
fion requires, I am bidden to deliver into 
your hands. 

Jt is at the joint fequeft of all parties that I 

G2 remain 
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.remain here under the protedbion of Lady 
Freville, wha' kindly confents to ftay with 
me; Captain Arundel, with Mr. Mordake, 
now make up the reliques of our late happy 
j&mily. 

It was on the . confideration of my abiding 
here that die veteran coniented to remain be- 
hind. His admiration of his beloved Lady 
Louifa rifes to enthufiafin ; he raves as loudly 
in your pratfes^ as in the execrations which he 
vents againit the wretch who has difturbed 
our peace 5 on him he pours a torrent ^f con- 
tempt, exprefTed in (uch an unintelligible, 11- 
dicuknis medley of fea phrafes, that it is foarce 
poflible to keep my countenance, thou^ tj^e 
few idfas to be colledtcd from them are. not 
.always of the cleanlicft fort. 

Mordake, the mildeft of all Heaven's crea- 
turcs, is £br ever occupied in qualifying hi^ 
fury, or conloling my anxiety: his pious and 
pacific nature argues thus— An hondl "tn^n 
mH never, want the means of detefting falfe- 
hood and crpofing a liar, withoxit refordng to 
thofe vioiknt tmeaiures, which wear die com- 
plexion of revenge rather than of juflice. If I 
hold up n villain to the world's contempt, it 

is 
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is all the pimifliment a villain can receive on 
earth; but if I call him out, and put my 
caufe to the arbitration of the fword, and 
if he boldly anfwers to the call, I fet a var- 
nilh on his crimes to fcreen him from conr 
tempt, and the world, whilft it acknowledges 
his refolution in the conteft, forgets or par- 
dons the guilt that puts it into aftion. 

Thefe ^rc arguments which Captain Arun- 
del would jilft as well comprehend if they 
were delivered in the Hebrew language.; and 
accordingly he anfwers them, as he would an 
enemy at fea, who hailed him in an un- 
known tongue — from the mouth of his guns. 
Thefe again are as unintelligible to the pa- 
cific controve>:ter of his opinions ; for, being 
uttered in a language not to be found either 
amongft the living or the dead, they cannot 
reach the inpelledts of Mbrtlake, who mo- 
deftly retreats in filence from the field, and 
leaves it to the louder dilputant to ipend his 
fliry in the dejart air. 

For my part, though I have all the feelings ^ 
of my fex about me, L would not wilh thefe 
generous friends to adl but as they do j for 
wiulft I muft in conscience mlmit the truth of 

G.3^ Mort* 
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Mortlake's argument, I cannot bring my 
heart to diiapprove of Arunder's fpirit. 

May Heaven watch over them and you I 
My nwre than ever dear Louifa, ferewell. 


LETTER LXXVL 

Jrmdel to Lady Louifa G» inckfed in the above^ 

^HAT the fame aflaffinx wha Mtempjtqd 
my life, Ihould now attempt my* reiputa- 
tion, I can well believe j and perhaps, if the 
malicious falfehood had been only aimed at 
me, contempt had been its proper refiitation; 
but when a crime of the blackeft dye is fabri- 
cated by a villain, for the purpofe of fixing it 
upon the Ipotlefs charafter of a defcncelefs 
abfent Lady, and the hufband of that Lady is 
fo grofsly- credulous, or elfe fo wilfully cruel, 
a^ to give his fanftion to the tale, can I, her 
only advocate, defert her caufe? Will even 
thy arms, .gemer^ous Louifa^ Ihelter me from 
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dUgrace? Can cowardice find an afylum even 
in Paradife itfelf ? 

The informer, if fuch a perlbn exifts, who 
. jwetends to have been an eye-witnefs of a 
meetings which before God I folemnly de- 
clare never did take pkce, muft be called for 
and confronted : in that ci^fe Sir George Re- 
vel will be no otherwife relponfible than for 
the fidelity of his report, and for an explana- 
tion of his motives in (lopping the letter, an 
action defpicable and mean upon the face of 
it But if Sir George wUl not^ or cannot, pro- 
duce his informer, the charge refts upon alTer- 
tion, and can only be anfwered by aflertion ; 
for where the perfon calumniated cannot con- 
fute the calvanny by proving the negative, no- 
thing more feems to be in his power but to 
give it the flatteft and fulleft contradiction. 

And now what language can I employ to 
give expreflion to my gratitude for your une- 
qualled generofity? With what devotion I 
adore and love you my life and not my lips 
muft prove. That you are confident and 
that I am confoious of my innocence, is a re- 
fiedion that will arm me againft all dangers j 
but the world hath its demands upon me ftill ; 

G4 the 
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the honor 6f ybw injured mother^ n\y 6wn, 
and (what is dearer than my own) your ho- 
nor, my adored Louife, calk upon me to 
Hand forth in it^ defence and vindication. 
Let that happincfs, which you generoufly 
tender to me as prefent and immediate, be my 
future prize and reward, when truth fhall 
have triumphed over falfehood, when the de- 
famer of virtue fhall have received his me- 
rited chaftifemtnt, and when it fhall be m no 
one's power to fay that I clandeftinely took 
refuge in thdfe arms, whofe earthly blifs, like 
that of Heaven itfelfi is only to be earned by 
perfeverance, fufferings and trials. 

Farewell, thou all that is amiable "and ex- 
cellent ! Heaven only knows how dear thou 
art to 

Arundel. 
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LETTER LXXVII: 

Arundel to Capatn John ArundeU. 

^UR ftobk frknd/ Lord S- hes had twb 

fruitlefs interviews with Sir George Re- 
vel. He will new:, nay I am perfoaded he 
cannot^ produce the informeri he is ha»felf 
the author and contriver of the calumny. 

As for the intercepted letter, it is fo fe- 
condary a matter, that Lord S. no longer 
dwelt- upon it,, than ferved to reprefent. tfce- 
nneannefi of the tranfaftion. 

It was denianded of Sir Geor^, if he^ 
would accompany my friend to the houfe of: 
Lord G. recapitulate the charge in his pre- 
ience, as he pretends to have heard it from, 
the mouth of the informer, meet the evidentc- 
which Lord S. was provided with for refuting: 
the falfehood of the charge,, and upon. .that, 
proof jicknowlcdgc himfelf to hava been mif-- 
informed and deceived. — He would accede 
to no one particular of this proportion ; he> 
abided in his belief he retraced no one. item^ 

G 5 of 
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of what he had Ikid, he would not produce: 
the informer, he repented not of. having inter- 
cepted the ktter, but repented o*nly of having 
ever in time paft made an apology- to. a man> 
whom it would have been a merit to have^ 
fent out of the world, before he had com- 
mitted fuch crimes as reader him unfits to re-> 
main in it. 

You, my dear tmcre; whole heart is the- 
feat of honof, can readily ili^eft to your own 
thoughts the alternative which muft follow.. 
My noble friend Has fulfilled this part of his 
jcommiflion as ably and as honorably as he- 
had ddne the* former part of it. A fewdays^ 
abfence from England will fet us uponr 
> ground,, from which not even the royal au- 
thority can interdift us. The name of Arun- 
del was not committed to me to be dilgraced^ 
in my keeping; nor lliall the malice, envy,, 
fallehood of this wretch efcape my vengeance :• 
the vindication of a lady's charafter, whom- 
cruelty has exiled and malice defamed, the- 
refutation of a moft infamous attack upon my 
bcHior, and through me upon yourfelfi upon 
the memory of my deccafed benefaftor, upon- 
all who wear, or ever did wear, the name of 

Aruadelj 
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Arundel, arc now at iffue ; and if the weight 
of wrongs like thefc, if the juftice of a x:atife 
like mine, cannot edge my fword and animate 
my heart, what can ? They do, my gallant 
uncle, doubt it not ; fear not for me i your 
own blood beats in my veins; I have your 
heroic image in my mind's eye> and I depart 
fccure of conqueft. Farewell,. 


LETTER LXXVIIL 

Sir George Revel to the Earl of G. 

T AM jail landed at Oftend upon a little 
tour of plcafure, where I am to have the 
honor of meeting a certain friend of your's on 
the confines of the Auftrian territory, to fettle 
a fmall matter in difpute between us, that 
can't fo conveniently be adjuftcd upon Eng- 
Hlh ground. 

I do not forget an apoftrophe in one of 
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your Lordihtp's ktters to me, whereby you 
lament your difability by age and rank fix)m 
taking perianal vengeance upon Arundel: 
from diat moment I adopted your revenge, 
andy hairing once given him a tafte of my 
fword^ I mean now to' give him a fiiU meal 
of it* 

Sir John Macarthy More, an officer in the 
Emperor's fervice and my approved good 
friend/ attends me on this trip ; a better man, 
whether as fecond or principal, never ftept 
into a field. The young Earl of S. accompa- 
nies Arundel ; and, in ipite of all his blufmng 
banors fir^ up§n himy let him look well to 
himfelf J he will not have to deal with Spa- 
niards in this bufinefs, nor will he have barri- 
cades to fcfeen him. 

The gentlemen are gone forward to their 
rendezvous^ and have 1^ a note to fay Aey 
Ihall have nobody in their Aiit but a furgeon 
and valet de chambre. I ihall fend Sir John 
before me to n^ark out the ground and agr^ 
upon preliminaries with the not4e Earl. 

The iword is to be oiir weapon-— happy 
choice for me I His Scottiih Lordflup was 

nationally 
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nationally precife in meaforing our reipedivc 
weapons : if a workman is to be known by his 
tools, I muft confefs that my antagonift fent 
me a refpeftable fample, of his weapon ; it 
fhould be the inftrument of a mafter : but 
where can this academic have ftudied that no- 
ble fcience in its beft fchool ? Conceited pe- 
dant! he little knows with whom he has to 
deal : he ruflies defperate on his own deftruc* 
tion 5 few hours and fhort remain for him ere 
he fhall be food for worms. 

When next I write to you> this upftart fa- 
vorite of fortune, this emancipated dependant, 
who arraigns your Lordihip in the fenate, 
forces you from the helm of the ftate, feduces 
your revolted wife, and even fhakes the alle- 
giance of your wavering daughter, fhall be na 
more. — So much for Anmdd! 
Farewell. 


LETTER 


JJ4 ARUNDEL, 


LETTER LXXIX, 


Arundel to Captain John Armdd^ 


T T is as I predided ; juftice has ftruck the 

blow : the affair is over, and Sir George 
Revel, dcfperate^ wounded in two places, caa 
fcarce be faid to furvive. 

The Ipot our feconds made choice of for 
our meeting was about a mile from the Au* 
ftrian barrier, in the center of a fmall grove,, 
not above a hundred paces from the road fide,, 
where we left our carriages in waiting,, with a 
fcrvant in each, none but our relpeftive fe- 
conds and lurgeons accompanying us to the 
ground. 

It was between five and fix ill the morning 
when Lord S. and myfelf arrived upon the 
ground \ and in lefs than a quarter of an hova: 
Sir George appeared, with his friend in the 
Auftrian uniform, and a foreign regimental 
furgeon. 

When wc were within a few paces of cacK 

other 
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other he ftopt, and I took off my hat to him, 
which he returned in like manner with his, 
throwing it, however, behind him to fome dif- 
tance at the fame time. Seeing him do this, 
I took for granted he was getting himfelf 
ready to fet to without lofs of time, and there- 
upon b^n to ftrip myfelf to a linen waift- 
coat; when addreffing me by my name, he 
cried out — Hold a moment with your leave j 
I defire the true grounds of my quarrel witk 
you may be underftood : you are a raifh, pre- 
iumptuous young man ; and it is to chaftife 
your arrogance in afpiring to be my rival 
with Lady Louifa that I come hidier: as 
for your connexion with Lady G. I have no 
concern with that but as it ferves' to give you 
an intereft with her daughter ; afad to convince 
you that I fcorn to draw my fword in the fup- 
porc of an untruth, I now tell you, that the 
depolidon of the footman is a fi6lion. 

As ibon as he faid this, I called upon my 
friend Lord S. to take notice of his word^ 
and remember them» I fpeak them for th^ 
very purpofe, replied he; his Lordfhip is 
welcome to make what ufe of them he fees 
fit : I take away no lady's reputation s I di£- 
4ain it. 

Certify 
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Certify what you now fey> and give it me 
under your hand^ I exclainied^ and I am 
iatisfied. 

No, Sir, anfWered he, it is for the rixh^ 
dicatioh of my own charafter, it is for rfie 
honor of truth, I fay this, not for your ftdf- 
fa^tion : I have made one apology too maay 
already, and you fliall never have another 
from me: I am not come fo far to make- 
a childifh bufinels of it ; I am determined to? 
correft your infolence, and aflcrt my own fu- 
perior claim to Lady Louife; flight: mcafiires, 
won't ferve me : your temerity> has chofcn: 
a weapon I am matter of; that, and only that,, 
fliall now decide upon our fives and our pre- 
ten(ions. 

Haying fo faid, he threw off his coat and: 
waiftcoat, and" both drawing our fwords at the 
fame inftant, we advanced upon each other a& 
men determined to conquer or to die. 

He did himfelf no more than juftice in. 
what he faid j he was indeed a matter of hi& 
weapon, and, having feme advantage of the 
higher ground, preffed. upon me fo fiercely,, 
and at the fame time kept fo ftrong a guard> 
that I found it neccflary to give back for a 

whil^ 
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while, and wait his onfet on the defenfivc. 
In this way I continued to foil hiai fo fre- 
quently, that he began to lofe his tenfiper; 
which Sir John Macarthy More obferving, . 
calkd to him to fight more coolly j for which 
he was taken up pretty fmairtly by my friend 
the Earl of S. who warned him to be iilent* 
At this moment, with a vehement oath. Revel 
made a home-thruft at my breaft, which I 
contrived to pafs over my fhoulder, and in 
the inftant puflied my fword through his 
body, doling in upon him widx the fam^ 
motion: he reeled with the blow» and in 
falling caught hold with his left hand and 
pulled me to the ground upon him : I held 
faft of his right wrift, fo that he could not 
ufe his fword, which he ftrugglcd to recover 
from my . gripe. In the fame moment I 
heard the clafhing of fwords over my back as* 
I laid upon the body of my antagonift, and 
found our feconds were engaged; I fprung 
upon my legs, and quitting hold of. Sir 
George, whom I believed to be expiring, ex- 
tricated my fword from his.body^ and ruihed 
between them. His furgeon now ran u^ to 
him, thinking him to be dying s but he ' 

raifing 
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railing himiclf nimUy on his legs^ caSed oat 
to him to be gone, and 1 had by this time 
parted o\xc feconds : Sir George Revel once- 
more attacked me with the fury of a defperatc 
man in his Jaft moments; his countenance- 
was horrible, he yelled with agony and fbughr 
like one that was frantic^ whilft the blood^ 
i^oiited from his wound; ftill there was dif- 
cretion in his madnefe, for his art had not de- 
ferted him to the laft, and his attack for a (horr 
time was more dangerous than ever : I com- 
manded myfelf fo far as to Ipare him upon two 
or three openings, for I wilhed not to giver 
him another wound; but felf-prefervation put 
me upon other meafures, and coming liiddenly 
within his guard I lodged my point in his> 
right breaft, paffing it clear through the flefb 
of his fword arm and pinning it as it were to- 
bis ribs ; his weapon dropt from his hand, and 
he fell backwards on the ground at his lengthy 
crying out, he was killed. 

His fecond ran to him and fuppqrted hirap 
till the furgeon came up : he difcharged great- 
ly from the mouth, and then clofing his eyes: 
fell back and as I thought in that moment- 
expired. I intreated, I inn|)lored Sir John not 

ta 


I . 


ARUNDEL. 139 

to think of renewing any difagrecmcnt with 
my friend, and that more blood might not be 
^ilt upon a quarrel that, by the evidence of 
the dying man, which he himfelf had heard 
him deliver, might have been atoned for with- 
out thefe fatal confequences. I called upon* 
Mr. L * * *, my fiirgcon, and requefted him 
to give his affiftance to the dying man ; this 
he very readily complied with, and the foreign 
furgeon foon difcovering how much more ex- 
pert he was than himfelf^ rcfigned the chief 
part of the work to him, and adted rather as 
an afliftant than principal, applauding him 
in very high terms ail the while. The opera- 
tion was indeed like magic ; the (luices were 
ftaunched, the wounds were bound up, and a 
reviving cordial was adminiftered almoft at 
the fame inftant : the wounded man opened * 
his tyes, and gave figns of coming tOK^ his 
fenfes — I conjure you. Sir, cried Mr. L. oa 
your life do not attempt to ipeak or ftir ; be 
perfectly quiet, and I am not out of hope to 
lave you. 

My chaife let down at the back and had 
convenienciei to ferve as a litter, which my 
friendly furgeon had contrived for me in Lon- 
don: 


140 ARUNDEL, 

don: on the niattrais we laid Sir George 
Revel, and (o conveyed him through the little 
grove to the chaife in waiting, our valets af- 
fitting us in carrying him. Whilft this was in 
operation we difcovered a good deal of blood 
on the fleeve bf Lord S.'s right arm, and upon 
examination found it proceeded from a flight. 
pundlure in the fiefh. This alfo my furgeoa 
dreflcd upon the fpot ; and now Sir John Ma* 
earthy More, perceiving that his fword had 
wounded him in the fcuffle, gallandy cried 
out — The great God forbid that I jfhould draw 
blood from the veins of a Britifli officer whilfk 
I have life : give me your hand, my fwect boy, 
and nniay you live to fight your country's bat- 
tles and conquer like a b^ave fellow as you 
are i for by my faith and foul you have ene- 
mies enough and to fpare (the devil fire them 
all) without my turning againft you. — Lord 
S. readily fhook hai:ids with him, and thus to 
my great fatisfadtion a reconciliation tOQk 
place between them. 

When we had placed Sir George Revel in 
the chaife, we had two miles to the next vil- 
lage, and the furgeons feemed to think it 
doubtful if he could bear the carriage fo far* 

There 
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There was a houfe within fight, at the bottom 
of one of the avenues in the grove, where we 
fought, which by its fituation and appearance 
feemed to belong to the owner of the place, 
and as it was fo near at hand Mr. L. advifed 
us to apply for adniiffion there, as no time 
was to be loft. Sir John Macarthy More im-^ 
* mediately mounted one of our fervants horles, 
and in a few minutes returned to tell us, that 
he had lucceeded in obtaining a reception 
for the wounded gentleman and his furgeons, 
but that the lady of the houfe recommended it 
to me and my fecond to get within the barrier 
as faft as we could. 

As Sir George's danger was fo prefling and 
his furgeon very anxioufly folicited the alTift- 
ance of Mr. L., I confented to releafe him 
upon his afluring me that no harm could be- 
fall Lord S. whofe wound was perfeftly fafe 
and would want no dreffing till the next morn- 
ing, when at fortheft he would not fail to he 
with us J having appointed therefore our place 

of meeting in the town of , Lord S. and 

I drove off in Sir George Revel's chaife, leav- 
ing him in mine to the care of the furgeons 

and 
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and his friend Sir John, who flowljr proceeded 
with him down the avenue towards the houfe. 

Being now fafely lodged at Oftend, and by 
the blefling of Providence unhurt, except by 
my anxiety for Sir George, I fend this to you 
by exprefs, hoping that it will fet youf mind 
entirely at reft, elpecially as I can affure you 
Lord S. is in no manner of danger from the 
wound in his arm, which, though flight, pre* 
vents him for the prefent from ufing his pen : 
we Ihall wait the event of a day or two, and 
then fet out for England* FarewelL 


I- E T T E R LXXX. 

^e Earl of S. to the Earl of G^ 

^TP HOUGH I write with difficulty, having 
a flight wound in my right -arm, I gladly 
make the effort, to inform your Lordfliip, that 
Sir George Revel, before he entered into ac- 
tion with Mn Arundel, declared in my hear- 
ing 
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ing voluntarily and explicidy, that the informa- 
tion he pretended to Jiave received from Lady 
<j/s footnfian, relpefting an interview betweea 
her Ladylhip and Mr* Arundel, was a fidtion. 
. This declaration I myfelf heard, and though 
the hopelefs fituation of Sir George Revel af- 
fords little chance of his living to repeat it, I 
pledge my facred honor to your Lordlhip that 
1 am a witnefi to its being made i ibr the trudi 
of which I may appeal not only to the party 
accufed, but to Sir John Macarthy More, who 
was prefent as Sir George's .fecond, and Mn 
L. who accompanied my friend as his furgeon, 
iind whofe character and integrity are well 
known to your I-K)rdfhip. 

Juftice has decided for Arundel, who ha3 
xx)nquered without a wound. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXI. 

t 

Lady Jane S. to Lady Louifa G. 

\ 

T SEND you a eopyof Arundel's letter to 
hjs uncle, which will inform you of the 
fuccelsful termination of an affair, that has, I 
hope, been kept fecret from you till the receipt 
of this. 

What a dreadful punifhnient has fallen on 
the head of that injurious, defperate man. Sir 
George Revel ! Society will have nothing to 
regret at his death, and yet I cannot help wifh- 
ing for his recovery, if it were only in confi- 
deration of Arundel, who no doubt will be 
greatly painful at fending an unprepared, im-s 
penitent being out of the world- 
How 'vvill your heart alternately be filled 
with terrors and with tranlports, whilft you 
read this narrative! Amidft its feelings for 
your own beloved hero, I perfuade myfelf you 
will feel a fympathetic emotion of pity and 
applaufe for mine alfo, whofe generous blood 
has flowed in the fervice of his friend. 

5. lam 
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f am fure there is a paflage in the mclofed 
that will give yau peculiar fatisfaftion \ I al« 
lude to the acknowledgment, which that un- 
happy wretch made before he began the pom-* 
bat: this I think will be admitted by Lottl 
G. hin^ifelf as deciiive for the exculpation of 
your injured mother, and if there is nodiing 
ftrikes you in the narrative as improper for 
your Other's eye, which I prefume there is not^ 
you will have a &ir opportunity of vindicating 
* parent's charadter, and doing juflice to an 
innocent man at the fame time ; but of thi$ ' 
you are the beft judg^j and no doubt will go- 
vern yourfdf as time and feafbn may accord 
with circumftances. 

It is now funfhine and fitir weather once 
again in our little circle : the brave old ieaman 
has ftrove to put a good countenance upon the 
time fince his nephew's abfence, but in ipite of 
'all his bluftering many a deep figh. found its 
way, and a heavy cloud upon his brow betrayed 
the inward fadnefs of his foul : the joy of his 
heart now overflows at^ his eyes, and he is for 
ever« conning over his nephew's letter : he has 
got a company of the, farmers together in the 
fteward's parlour, and is at this moment fitdng 
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in a cloud of tx)bacco, caroufing over a huge 
bowl- of punch and entertaining them with fea 
{lories and adventures^ whilft the houfe echoes 
with their jollity. * 

, Notfo Mortlake; his jmous tranfports arc 
direfted to the Ibpreme Difpenfer of all blef- 
fings, and the joy he feels on ArundeFs fafety 
is tinfturpd with a ftrong concern for his re- 
iponfibility on Sir George Revel's account, 
whofe lamentable fituation he deeply comnii- 
fcrates. 

Every day, every hour the charafter of this 
extraordinary young man rifes in my cftepm.— 
But 1 reprefs the volubility of my pco, and. 
wait till the happy intelligence of your health 
and peace of iniad put the fpring in motion. 

Farewell 


LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXIL 


Lady Louijk G. Po taif Jane S. 


CTRONG, indeed muft be yqur nerves, 
my dear Jane, td copy fiich- a narradve as 
you have incbfed to me; mine yet tremble 
ViiAi horror : at the perufal o!f it. • . 

What a favage animal is mani how fero- 
cious in his wrath ! how bloody in his Tefent- 
ments ! how terrible even in his death ! . 

I am haunted by a Ipedlre horrible to look 
qpon: I fee die f^re of Revel gaUaed with 
wounds *and befmeared with blood; liis coun* 
tenance is deformed with rage ; he flares 
frightfully upon me, and his dying yells ring 
injkiy ears4' On the other hiind I fee Arundel, 
like a conuxiiilioned angel in the zB. to puniih, 
ftrikii^.liim to the earth ; benev(ileace beams 
from his eyes, he gives the blow of jufKce with 
relu Aance, and drops a tear of pity on his 
£^ti foe. - . : ,^ 

i.Whatl faayefufibed in the dread&l inte*- 

'Ha rim 
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rim fincc the receipt of Amnders letter in- 
clofed in your% words cannot utter : my 
agonies were fuch as to alarm and melt my 
father's heart; his care, of me has been tender 
. in the extreme y he en4eavov[red to delude me 
out of my apprdienfions, but in vain, the op- 
preflSon that weighed down his own Ipirits was 
too vifible to efcape my notice ; it fuificiently 
informed me what was pafiuig in his mind s 
the dceadfiil bufineis in operation hung upon 
his confcience: in hb heart I am fure he ac- 
quitted my mother even before the confeflion 
^Sir George Revel put hef innocence out of 
doubt. * 

Ybti will ftarft when I tell yo^ that in Ac 
anguiHt c^ my ibul I diiguiibd not any of its 
moft fecrct affeftions, but avowed my love for 
Arundel openly and without refervc in his 
hearin^-^an4 he heard, it not with patience 
Qnly> but withtpi«y, witk conaplacencc— J de- 
lated myie^by the moft ibkmn vows to me- 
ntncfaoly^ to ddfpair, to death itfelf, if Aixuxkl 
furvHred not the impending conflift. I ex- 
pofed to my Other's fight the lewr I had 
received from him, and I made no fcruple to 
4echre die oScr I had defperately temlei^cl 
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hir^^ of a clandcftine marriage: the horror 
which my father felt at this proposal was con* 
verted into admiration, when he perufed the 
letter, wherein Arundel to honorably declines 
the offer. — This man, cried he, conofpels me 
to admire hini. — Thefe words were as a fignal 
to my eager fpirit to break forth ; the torrent 
of nny paffion forced its way y I wept, entreat- 
ed, threw miyfelf before his feet upon my knees; 
and cabled aloud on Heaven for its protection 
to AnmdeU for ks vengeance upon his mur« 
derer.^In dm mftant arrived a letter front 
your brother ^ my father, which announced 
the compledon of my prayers ; the caufe of 
joftice was triuoq^hant, iiyiocence was refcued 
from daiiger, guilt devoted to death ; Heaven'a 
hand was vifible ; my grateful heart was over- 
powered by the vouchfafemcnt, it pauied in 
reverence of the zvffvl prefence j I funk upoa 
the floor and fainted in tlie eflfort of adora- 
tion. 

And now, my Jane, do you demand of me 
if I fympathize with you in pity and ap-^ 
plaufe of your heroic brother ? Oh ! from my 
Ibul I love him, — May viftory attend hinri 
ever! May ^filme crown him with laurels, 
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fortune enrich him with fpoils ! and for the 
generou$ blood he Ihed for Arundel, it is as 
dear, to me as the drops that feH from my Ja4 
hearty the fountain of my life is not more fre^ 
sious. 

. Dear to me alio is that other thunderbolt 
of war, that boifterous fon of the ocean, brayc 
old uncle John; nature, has made hin^of pre^ 
cious materials* though oi rbu^ wwkiiian* 
Ihip i in antient time, I am told, our fea officers 
were in general fuch as Captain Anindcl is 
BOW i the modern clafs, of which your noble 
Archibald is a bright. eH|imple> Afe more 
courtly and no Icfs couragcows. { >. = 

As for that piece of human excdlence, wh(^ 
being your Mortlake, is mine alfo, he feems 
born to put complainers out of countenance 
and ihew the world how pure a man may be* 
^hat you hfivc gained a trealure in his heart 
I can well believe, that he will meet ablefling 
in your arms I am perfeftly aflured : how the 
world may think fit to comment upon your 
choice will littl? concern you, when you have 
turned your back upon its vain and fboliih 
opinions ; if 1 thought tl^t choice would be 
lels happy for its being humble, I ihould 

» think 
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think you had made a facrifice to the paf- 
fion of the raomenty but -I know your nature 
is fuperior to ambition> envy, avarice and 
every fordid propenfity ; I join with your be- 
loved Earl in every trait and defcription of 
your charafter, and fubfcribe my warmcft 
wifttes to his for your Ipeedy union. Your's is 
a Ipirit of a&ivity and fire; it does not deal in 
delay '5 convinced of his love for you (knd how 
indeed fhould that be doubted ?) you muft dif- 
fipate his timid diffidence, and condefcend to 
copy the example of a fpirit far Icfs heroic 
than your own, tliat of your poor trembling 
Louifa^ whom fear made -bold, and love in* 
ipired with relblution to offer her free heart to 
Arundel. You are now as it were alone with 
Mortlake, every hour you have him in your 
eye, opportunity courts you, and the time is 
yqur own : are there no fcqueftcred walks, no 
fhady groves, 

" No haunts propitious to the voice of love ?^^ 

Sure they would fpring Ipontaneoufly where 
Arundel inhabits. Where is the Ipot, in which 
you meet him honoring my gooi- refemblancc 
with his flattering contemplation? that Ipot 

H 4 muft 
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muft ibrcly be aui^ious to a lover ; at Icaft 
for friendlhip's lake, if not for lore's, fclcdt it^ 
fo maj we date our happincfs frorT\ the lame 
individual lot of earth. — ^Oh Jane ! fhould that 
be fo, fhould Heaven confent to blels me alio 
with the objeft of my foul's fond affe&ion, I 
will paydiat turf a tribute of my gratitude, I will 
ornament it with an edifice,, and, as my love 
aImo(t amounts to idolatry, I will indulge its 
fuperftition with a temple, where the Orphean 
hand of Ropmey IhaU make the very walls 
alive, and by the animadng touches c£ his 
creative pencil confeaste the fabcic t& Imnwr^ 
taJity^ Farcweli 
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LETTER LXXXIII-, 


Laiy Jam S. to Lady Lvu^a, G^ 


15 E GIN your temple wiiiiout lofi oTdikirt 
Mortlake and I h&irecoaitalited the ipoe 
to love^ and nothing 1$ wanting for the cerer^ 
nxmy^ ^f kying the ; foundation-iirone but ^e 
prefence of the patronefs«. 

Let us rear our fane according to the chadtc 
fimpliclty q( anticnt Greece ; let us keep the 
eftablifliitd orders to the purity of their text> 
widiout aay modern interpolations, and, tO; 
make them CQrrelpond to the charafters of the- 
happy pair, whofe union they record, let the- 
manly fplidity of the Doric, fupport thic female 
rf^ance of the lohjc. 

Give your favorhe p^ntfcr an am^de and 
VBbrakea aita for th« $fplfty of hk genius i 
am^aa the temple is to be fa£:mi to connubial! 
hf9^ lethim tak'e^the labfe ot'Ffyi:U ^d he^ 
xmm^ hbciin for ha &b^; <^^flftiimatijigi 
40 whole with a magtiifieeht co»qp<>(Wk^ 
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the wedding ceremony. Remember I bargain 
for a dome, as well for the painter's lights, as 
for the folemnitjr^of the edifice ; and in a fa- 
crifly apart from the fane let me have the 
pourtrait of my. Louifa, fitnple, unadorned, 
Caecilia-like, breathing harmony and infpiring 
love. I recoUcft fome lines addrefled to "the 
celebrated artifl: we are ipeaking pf by a hut 
band as inftrufiioos for the pourtrait of his 
wifej which, till Arundel fopplies, you with 
oetter, may fcrve the prefent purpofe, with the 
(imple tranlpofition of a name— 

. ^ Ronmey^ thy cbajieji tints Jele£f to trace 
'^ lT)e matron beauties of LxmKdi^s face^ 
** Dip thy bright pencil in carulean dyes^ 
** j^nd animate the canvqfs with her eyes ; 
** Painty if thou can'Ji, my kifs upon her cheeky 
** Give her a. voice and hid the pourtrmt /peak ; 
'•* Catch her dear image from a hujhand's hearty 
*' j^nd draw her pure andfdultkjs as thy art^* ' 

To confefs the truth to you, I had once begun 
to think that there was no fuch ^i^ as Mpk 
in my nature : I had 'be» often flattei^dibjr 
young men and foii^'etimes ple^fed, but I nfihrer 
hked any one.wdl ehi^ugh to. iiiGEbr pain foe 
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his^ fake i no admirer ever broke my reft by- 
night, or fpqiled one meal in the day By over- 
occupation of my thoughts : no>y Mortlake* on 
the contrary abfolutely ftarved me into a liking 
for him j a wild cat would have been tamed 
by the difcipline he gave me ; I Ihould have 
died of mere inanition in" a few days, if I had 
not made him fenfible of my cafe : but hcw tb 
do this has been the tafk ; for the creature h^s 
none of that forward intuition, which many of 
our fafhionable Iparks have in luch. prematu- 
rity, that they pretend to fpy out a lady's ma- 
lady before (he fickens : he is {o humbfe, lb 
diffident of his own Ikiil,' that I delp;ured of 
making him even underifand the fymptoms ; 
how then, my dear Louifa, could I cxpeft a 
cure ? 

Some days went over my head before I 
could feirly talk down this fame empty title of 
mine, whitih ftbod like a^prdud porter at. the 
door of his lips and ntvei' let a word malce its 
paflage, that did not pay the tax which ; form 
and ceremony exaft: at lafb with much pdns 
aftd labour I got a tack tb rtiytide, and he b^- 
gan oecaionaBy to * fay -^D^&r 'lady JaneY'i}} 
that btnt'IJ^akcy and I kept'ttifee than pit 
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with his familuuity by repaying hiip with— A^ 
dear Mr. Msrthh, 

I ha4 a kind of .cpnimiffion going on at the 
parfbnage^ imd we held frequent coimcils there 
in affairs of tafte j we rambled together all over 
tjie garden^ though it was not always to fuper^ 
intend «hc works th^t wc went thither ; fome- 
limes Ar bc^t. inftead of carrying us acrofs the 
ftnrafTH waifted us down to new fcenes^ where 
the pfx>(peft tf^npced us to moor our vi^fiel 
and nuke tTieurfigns into the country % here 
our tatt: became tender and confidential ; we 
iAterchan|;c(} dif ftprics of our lives, which, 
though w^ nharked with extraordinary inci- 
dents, drew ouf hearts nearer to each other, 
Vid began to throw rcferve aflde: wherever 
ihade and ibiitude invited us to a temporary 
Kpofe, I was eomi^pcidioi3ily weary and we fate 
down together to r^fl: our&lvest nature has^ 
thouiand mod^ methods of ^xfdaiiwg herielf 
ID thefe interefting fituatioii3 v th^ v«rieit: no*- 
yke in bve will fall upoa tfa^sm inftmAivel]^ 
vA th^e warits no eomment to the lang^tage 
of the ^es : eertaip it is we loft i^o graund b^ 
thefe baking-placesj and it is my ppinim we 
jbovdd have made a^tedjovs jountqr ofi^ witli^ 
^them. 

I am 
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I ^m now coitiing to the confecrated (pot» 
where your future .temple is to arife i dierc is 
It haogifig grove> which flanks dse curr^ 'of 
the-filvcr Medwisty j here the bank is fbeepat^d 
lafty, and there is a kind of rough akove 
jhaped cmt of the diiF» wherein is a matted 
fcenchj which finrie of Arundel's predeccflbrs 
have malicioufly embowfcred with flowering 
flirobs, which fo invitingly furround it as to 
make it a perfeSt love-trap. From this very 
feat your Arundel^ I make no d(^bt> was re^ 
turning, when we Jurprifed him within a &m^ 
yards of it, though w^ did not at that tioie 
discover it ; but as he has not yet put up a 
board in the fuburban ftile to warn um^ary ia-« 
trtideff^ againfl noen^-traps and pits^, which the 
foot of curiofity nuy fail into^ poor Mordake 
and myielC ^ tu^ o^f undefigmag {ovh 
might have done^wanderedheedkisty into dio^ 
nui^ of it* thinking no h»rm^ and belM^dl 
dierewe wtre eaug^ ! The river ^idod Gknt^ 
Ij at our feec> thr hiecse wafted odours ami 
the birda diaumrd their own kB&w hymioicali 
tfoundu^ * 

Thb is a ddBldouB inrtai^ .£ud MoiiMte^ 
fpk'iecai weary with your walki the fiia is 

hot,. 
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hot, will you fcft yourffelf in thh (hady feat?— 
I faw my danger, but I am of a family, yotr 
know, not much given to fear, fo I accepted 
the challenge, and entered in nothing doubting : 
I fate down on the matted bench, whilft Mort- 
lake refpeftfully continued on his feet j 'twas 
an awkward arrangement, and methought we 
did not converfe with eafe in our different at- 
titudes 5 it was felfifh withal, io I invited him 
to fit down befide me j now this Ipiteful bench 
was rather ftinted in its meallire for two fitters, 
unlefs they were very clofe friends indeed ; in 
making room. for him we were tumbled toge- 
ther I know not how, and I faw his cheeks 
fufiufcd with blufhes : to divert - his cnAba- 
rafiineot, and perhaps in fome degree to re- 
lieve my own, I began with an afieded air of 
indiflfecence to fiart a converfation abdut his 
afikirs at the paribnage ; they &cmed to have 
flipt his memory, I am not fu^e be juft then 
knew whereabouts the parfonage ilood: I 
talked about the di^x)^! of the fumiturej 
which he had referred to my ta&Zy and began 
to fit the chambers one by onei I might as 
wdl hftve tafiked to him of tfo chunberi of 

y. r r- King 
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Kiflg SoloixKm^ his ideas could not ftir a ftcp 
beyond the matted bench. , . 
; . Why you are loft, my friend, cried I ; What 
arc you meditating upon ? He fighed and 
turned his eyes fondly upon me. I had my an-* 
fwer widiout the coft of a word. Ah, Mbrt- 
lake, faid I, you have fomething at your 
heart, which you will not confide to me. — It 
is nojC fit I Ihould, he replied: fend me for 
ever from your fight, but pity me and for- 
give.— He was filenti his agitation alFedbed 
me,, it com^ipnicated itfelf to my heart, I 
could not ipeak to him : he rofe from his 
feat, and feemed hefitating if he Ihould no6 
leave me ; I gave Wm a look, 'twas not a dif- 
couraging one, and he fate down once more bjf 
my fide — You do not treat me with yoyr na- 
tural f|p|icerity, I faid, you do not hold me 
Wort% of your thoughts. — ^Ah, Madam, he 
replied, the thoughts I entertain of your Lady-* 
ihip are fuch a^rmy tongue c^not find words 
expreffive enough to ^ve utterance to; I 
Icnow top Yfcll nry own , wworjthinefs to dif- 
conirfe ,019 fu9h a-fybje&^ and I ^refpeft y our 
4«MQWy to&imcb to attempt k -, meditatbh, 
r;; •]!.:•-'■ .';•-■< however. 
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howeyer> is a privUege the humblcft of cnm^ 
kind may ei^oy> and though mf kxaks Bfta^ 
too vifibly betray what pafles m mj hearty, yet 
I hope you will not think I tranfgrefs agamic 
feipe£t> whilft I adore at htunble di^nce and 
abftain fi'om words« 

If yo» only flatter me wkh your eyes, I ait- 
Iwered, fuch flattery witt net be ferious ta 
euher of us j b»t if your heart approves of me,, 
I truft you do not think me proud; mercenary 
or ambitious. Of thefe bad qualities I hope 
I have acquitted myfelf in part at leaft, to. your 
conviAion,, for Sir Adam Crkrhton is exi- 
tremely rich,, and I am vcFy poor j. he is noble 
withal as iar as t»rth ean ennoble him i Da 
jpu think then my a?mbition alpires yet higher .^ 
You think rigMy; itaipircs tO: charaifter>, to. 
undecftanding, to the true aflecflions of a vir*- 
mous heart, on which I may repofe my hap- 
pinefs; and diat once' founds what is the 
world to me ? — Loitlieft aijd beft ofzH Hea- 
" Yerfs works! herapturoufly exclaimed, and 
dropping on his knee clafp^ bcAK my hai^dc 
in his ! Oh pardoti me,, he C3f-ied> 1 fchow not 
what I do ^ my p^ffion is my tM&mi yoir ai^ 
IQo zvobfe to deipife a^ humble creature at 

youu 
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your feet, who doats upon you even to diftrac* 
tion. — Here his voice faukered, his head dropt 
upon ^ nny knees, he hid his face between my 
hands and I felt the teat's guihing from his 
eyes.— Rife, rife I faid I, and meet a heart as 
fond, as tender as your own.— Oh Heaven ! he 
exclaimed, and faUing into my a|^, which 
were opened to enfold him, we fealed cnir faidi 
with ^n embrace, which lore ili^red and 
honor fanftified^ — ^Yes, my Louifa, thefe were 
joys indeed; even now I feel the throbbing 
tumult at my hesut ; Silence and Solitude, the 
friends of Love, were around us ; Dlffimu^- 
lation. Avarice, Ambition dared not to pro* 
phane the hallowed fpot. Come then, come 
hither with thine Arundel, here interchange 
your vows, and on the twice-confccrated 
0round ereft the altar of connubial Love ! 

. And now have I not obeyed the inftruc- 
kions in your laft interefting letter ? Your com- 
mands have precipitated my advances f but let 
me tell you with what joy I Ice your prof- 
peft brighten, as your father rdents; the 
courage, truth and generofity of Arundel 
muft triumph at laft ; may your next meet- 
ing be fpeedy and propitious.! Should a 

Kappy 
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happy reconciliation take place, of which I 
have fome joyous prefentimcnts, call to mind 
our mutual engagement to be prefent at each 
other's marriage ; fulfil your pr<imife> if it be 
poflible, and grace your humble fHend upoa 
her nuptials : if form will not allow of your be- 
ing Arundel's gueft, we have an apartment at 
the parfonage, which I flatter 'myfelf yon 
would not' be. diipleaicd with. Am I quite 
romantic to build any hopes upon this wifhed- 
for fiivor ? Heaven grant I may be Ipecdily 
. called upon to repay it I Your deftiny,. my 
bvely friend, will then devote you to . a fta- 
tion; fpkndid as affluence cajn itiake it, where 
you will have room to cxcrcife the generous 
virtues you poffefs : it would afford me un- 
ipeakable delight to have you take a view of 
thefe enchanting fcenes, which long to h^ 
you as their miftrefs. Oh ! that your father 
would indeed relent. How happy we mxgbt 
be ! we fhould then live within the horizon of 
each other's prolpect, you, as becomes you, 
in a lofiy palace, we in a private manfion, de- 
» cprated by your bounty, and r^flefting chearr 
f\rinefs and grateful fmiles upon our benefac- 
tors. FarewelK 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 
A^undd to Cbarks Mortlake. 

Londoir* 

np.HOUGH. Lord Si wffl be the bearer 
of thisji wh4 will give you the particulars 
ef what has pafled fince Jthe date of my laft 
letter to my uncle, I cannot excufe myfelf 
from writing. to yoy^aait is probabk I may 
te ^qtaine.d- in'tjojvbfom'e tJays to come, and 
I have ftiftiething fiK>r^. to i^ thai! con well be 
conveyed by word of mouth. 

My return to England was retarded by the 
anxious diefire I had to wait the event of Sir 
George Revel's wounds : I thought his cafe 
without hope, but I have now. left him in a 
promiAng way to find his cure from the hand 
of time and the great fkill of Mr. L. who has 
confented to day with him fome time longer. 

By one of the moft extraordinary incidents 
chance ever produced (if indeed it ought to be 
afcribed to chance) it fo happened that the 
houfe in the wood, to which he was conveyed 
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from the ground we engaged on, was the very 
houfe> to which that virtuous exile Lady G. 
had retired. I have riot feen her nor had any , 
correlpondence with her by letter, but I learn 
froni Sir John Macarthy More, that an old 
lady, the widow of a certain Baron Polberg, 
who was an intimate of her father's, is the pre- 
{tnt owner of that ho^ and a fmall eftate, 
which lies about it: with tiiis lady Ihe has 
kept up an occafional oorrei^ndence and 
done h^ nuuiy friendly offices fince the deisitb 
of the Baron ; to this retirement Ihe betook 
herielf in her diftrels, and with this old lady 
ihe boards, living in the ftri6teft privacy, and 
totally fequeilered from all odier feciety* 

When Sir George Revel was brought In 
wounded and expiring, flie generoufly exerted 
herfelf for his relief, and, fuperior to aB mo- 
tives of refentment, furnilhed him with every 
thing her care and affiduity could contribute 
towards his comfort and accommodation. It is 
to the credit of human nature that Sir George 
was not infenfible to thefe afts of benignity,, 
and in token of his repentance feized the firft 
moments in his power for diftating a full re- 
cantation of the charge he had laid againft 
. hcri 
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fef { this he addrcfled to Ladv r^«:r . 
wi to me by the hands of Sir Tni,« 

« 6^2* fl' ^ '° P^"^^^ '^r his 01^ 

cc ^f^'^'l »>^ he prefents it to tC 

"wiUref^fauti::!^'^"^-^"^^-^ 
^b*I meffigc from Lady G.;defiring me to 

T^^T^if ^^ ^"^'•S*^ K^d^ having 

^ ,"^'f «• «» Sir George's note. Lord S.' 
«M 1 ^« out on our return. ' 

Sood as to caU upon -JLo,^ G. to explain t4 

«»f own handsi or not. Lorf G. faid he could 

hardly 
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hardly fuppofe a viQt in bis boufe would be 
very agrec^p to me : to which my frieiKi re- 
plied, that as th^ whole of a very infamous 
proceeding againft me joindy ,with Lady G. 
w?is now laid open to his Lord&ip's iuU iand 
perfed fatisfaftion, he muft take the liberty 
to remark, it was but re^ppable for me to cx- 
pcft fcjme fuch acknowledgment on his part, 
a^ mi^t afliirc me; cf\m fulpicions • being 
done away, and quiet ^y .n)irid oiiift fubgeift, 
which had expofed me to fp.much unmerited 
danger and difturbanc^. Lord G. very rea- 
dily admitted that fuch an acknowle<%meht: 
was due to me;, and tha( if J; required it as an 
a^ of juftice, as fuch, he rcould; have noob-» 
jeftion to contyly with it i but, he doiibt^d if] 
Lady Louifa was wcU enoug}i to leave her 
chamber. An hour was then appointed; for 
my coming, and Lord S* retumc|i tome with 
this report. , , ; * . - f 

1 was punctual to the dme, and wasiaune- 
diately adnottted to his. Lcmlihip ; who. 1:67. 
ceived nie courteoufly, but witli a good deal 
of embaralTment in his manner. He was 
4ilQne, and apok^ed for Lady Loui^^ yf\iO 
if^as too Ul to leave her chamber, I delivered, 

Sir 
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"Sir George Revel's pacquet into his hands, tell- 
ing him it had been fent to me under a flying 
feal, and fhewing him Sir George's note, 
wherein he defircs me to perufe it, and deli- 
ver it to its addrcfs. He was pleafed to (ay^ 
that fuch a depofition to the truth could not 
fail to be confidered by him as a full and 
compleat exculpation of the parties, whom 
that unhappy man had fb unjuftly accufed. It 
was a foul tranfaftibn, of which he (hould fay 
die leis, as the guilty peribn had fo dear]|| 
atoned for it. With * refpeft to his Lady's 
^ condud, ^c confefled that her hafty elcape 
oiat of England, and the fecfecy flie obferved 
on that occafion, had been daggering cir-* 
cumftances in his opinion ; and he owned it 
put his crcduHty to fome ftretch to believe' 
that the choice of a Ipot fo hear her refidence, * 
and the conveying the wounded man to the 
very houfe itiel^ wejre merely the effefts' of 
chance. — In anfwer to ^his, I afluced his 
JLordfhip in the moft folemn manner, that I 
was never once confulted in the choice of the 
j;F0und, which was pointed out to Lord S. by 
JSir Georgefs fecondj who was a i^reign offi- 
t cer. 
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ccTi and well acquainted widi the coundy; 
that for my own part, I had not the moft dif- 
tant gucfs at the place Lady G. had chofen. 
for her rcfidence, before this event happened ; 
and that neidier myfelf^ nor Lord S. on my 
behali^ had €ver ieen Lady G., entered hef 
hou(e« or correiponded with her, lince my 
leaving England till the prefent moment ; and 
though the incident he alluded to was indeed 
a very extraordinary one, yet I muft obferve 

*lus Lordihip> that Providence oftentimes 
es means as extraordinary for the vindi* ^ 
cation of innocence and the dete^on of guilt. 
In this light I regardecl (he ^neeting of Sir 
George Revel and his much-injured . Lady, 
whofe humanity^, extendkig ic(<^lf even to her 
worft enemy in his diftfefs, wrot^t a happy 
change in that enemy's heaFt, by tunTiing it to 
repentance, and drawing ibrth a eai!&0iQn 
moil; ieafbnable for her juftificaiibn and his 
jLprdffaip's repofe. Senfible thai no. one, who 
had fo abuied your coniklence,.! added, could: 
with any ftce afpire to your Lordfliip's alii- 
anccj^ Sir George Revel has very properly 
uoderftood hi& fnuation, by wKhdtewihg. all 
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prctcnfions to Lady Louifa, which is the pur* 
port of the" letter I have had the honor to de- 
liver to you. 

Mr. Arundel, he replied, whatever terms 
you and I may be upon now or hereafter, yet 
on this occafion I defire you will once for all 
receive my full and unrcferved declaration, 
that I give perfeft credit to your veracity and 
honor ; and I rejoice withal that you are re- 
turned in fafety and unhurt. — For this I 
thanked him, and declared myfelf perfedly 
fatisfied. — He then demanded if I was leav, 
ing town j and upon my faying I had fome bufi- 
nefs at the Admiralty on my uncle's account, 
which might detain me a day or two, he was 
pleaied to anfwer, that he was glad of it, and 
hoped it was a promotion to a flag, which his 
gallant fervices fo richly merited. This was 
aJfo very courteous on his part;, and I ex- 
preffed my fcnfibility for his kind expreflions, 
informing him that I had ftrong reafon to be- 
lieve that, promotion would take place. 

Lord G. now took up the pacquet I had 
delivered to him, and obferved, that as I had 
apprized him of the contents, the matter did 
not fo prefs but that I might make niy own op- 

VoL. II. I portunity 
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portunity for giving them in perfon to Lady 
Louifa i and to confefs the truth, fays he, I 
have ufed a little deceit in not informing her 
of this meeting, fearing that her fpirits were 
not in a proper ftate to undergo the agitation 
|t would give^ her : I will therefore inform her 
of your arrival, and ilie fhall let you know 
when fhe is prepared to expeft you. 

I requcfted him not to return Sir George's 
letter to me, but to give it to Lady Louifa 
in my abfence, as it would be a more delicate 
time for her to pcrufe it at her leifure ; and I 
gave him my moft grateful thanks, for the 
confidence he repofed in me, by allowing mc 
to hope for the happinefs of paying my re- 
Ipefts to Lady Louifa in perfon. 

He very handfomely replied, that he did 
not think he fliould ever repent of any confi- 
dence he repofed iji me, having received fo 
ftrong a proof of my very honorable conduft 
towards his daughter, in an affair which fhe 
had confided to him, and for which he held 
himfelf very ferioufly indebted to me. 

I flared with aftonifhment at thefe words, 
^ which fcemed {o evidently to apply to a cer- 
tain propofai I thought myfelf bound to de- 
j- cline. 
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cline, but which I could not have believed 
Lady Lx)uifa would have had the refolution 
to difclofe to her father; and I own I augured 
veiy inaufpicioufly from her fb doing; but 
the behavior of Lord G. was either very arti- 
ficial, or moil extremely encouraging, for we 
parted with fmiles of complacency, and a 
promife on his fide that I ftiould very foon 
hear from Lady Louifa when (he would re- 
ceive my vifit. 

What can this myfterious behaviour por- 
tend ? What am I to cxpeft from thisr vifit, 
fanftioned as it is by the authority of her 
father ? Hath my declining her propofal been 
fo mifunderftood in its motives, as to have ex- 
cited her refentment againft me, and brought 
her to defpife mp for my want of Ipirit ? 
That would be hard indeed ; I ought not fb 
to judge of her ; and yet how clfe can I ac- 
count for her difclofing it to her father, but 
as a peace-ofFering on her part, and a thorough 
renunciation of me for ever ? Oh ! Charles, 
my heart is tortured by fulpenfe: I am in 
agony till my fate is decided. Farewell. 
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LETTER LXXXV. 

Sir George Revel to Lady Louifa G. 

PROVIDENCE having fo direfted it, 
that I fhould owe the little hopes I have 
of life to the humanity of the perfon whom I 
have moft cruelly Injured, I eagerly embrace 
the firft return of my fenfes to exonerate a 
guilty confcienct, by confeffing to your La- 
dy (hip, that the ftories which you have heard 
reported from the evidence of Lady G.'s fer- 
vant, are falfehoods, fabricated for the difin- 
genuous purpofe of detaching your afFeftions 
from my late antagonift Mr. Arundel, to 
whofe innocence this acknowledgment is no 
lefs due than to your noble and virtuous 
parent. 

This declaration is entirely voluntary, and 
I freely made it on the field before we began 
the . duel, which has juftly proved io fatal to 
me. Mr. Arundel would then have acquitted 
me, if I would have confented to what I am 

now 
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now doing ; but jealoufy and refentment had 
hardened my heart againft: a rival happier and 
more worthy than myfelf, and my paffioa 
would not fuffer me to liften to the ple^i of 
juftice: prefuming on my Ikill, I meditated 
to deftroy him, but the hand of Heaven turnr 
ed my purpofe, againft myfelf. 

I now lie expiring, as I believe, on the bed 
which your mother's charity affords me, with 
one wound through my body and two others 
in my breaft and arm, the agony of which is 
not half fo racking as thofc remorfeful horrors 
that afflift my mind. Tortured in my exit 
out of this world, and trembling for my 
entrance into the next, thofe horrors would 
be infupportable, had not the fame injured 
excellence, whofe hand reaches the cordial to 
my lips, adminiftered the like cordial .to my 
foul, by affuring me of her forgiyenefs. 

Left it ftiould be fulpcfted by any one that 
Mr. Anindel had a hand in appointing me to 
this Ipot, as knowing it tp be the place of 
Lady G.'s refidence, I do folemnly aflurc you, 
that he had no voice in the appointment, and 
that the place of our meeting was pitched 
upon by my fccond Sir John Macarthy More, 

I 3 from 


1 


174 ^ ARUNDEL, 

from his knowledge of the (pot, and acceded 
to by the Earl of S. on the behalf of Mr. 
Arundel, without any privity or fuggeftion on 
his part. 

If what feems fo impoffible to my expeda- 
tions Ihould neverthelefs come to pafs, and 
by the favour of Heaven I fliould in courfe of 
time recover from this deplorable Gtuation, it 
will be long before I ihall revifit England. 
Many years muft elapfe and long abfence 
from the fcene of my difgrace muft intervene 
before the wounds of my mind can be healed 
after thefe in my body have found their cure : 
banifh from your memory therefore the very 
name of Revel, and give your father my 
Lord G. to underftand that the defamer of his 
wife is too fenfible of his own demerit, what- 
ever he may think of it," ever to afpire to be 
the hu(band of his dau^ter j and though the 
ungenerous wound I once gave Arundel is, I 
triift, atoned for by thefe I have received from 
him, yet the injury I have attempted to do 
him in your thoughts, and the jufticedue to a 
virtuous and elevated charafter, compel me 
in confcien<:re to declare, that the man whom 
I had deVo^ xo death, as being loved by 

you. 
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you, is of all men living the only one who 
truly merits that moll happy diftinftion. 

I diftate this to my friend Sir John Macar- 
thy More, and fign it with my own hand in 
prefence of your noble mother and Mr, L. 
who is known to you ; a very honorable man, 
to whofe (kill and humanity I am infinitely 
indebted : they are privy to the contents, and 
will witnefs the authenticity qf them. Sir 
John will carry it to Mr. Arundel, who is 
now at ■ . ■ , and has remained there ever 
liace Qur affair, without one vific to this 
houfe. To Um it wiU ;fee comjcriiinicatcd, 
and by him as J hqpe delivered into your 
Jiands,— May Heaven in hinri reward and Weft 
you ! Farewell for ever. 
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LETTER LXXXVL 

Lady Jane S. to Lady Lcuifa G. 

T SHALL now give my dear Louifa the 
concluiion of my life, charadter and beha- 
vior ; then recommend myfclf to your prayers 
and prepare for execution. 

My brother came down to Arundel-rhoufe 
this day before dinner. If I was writing a 
novel and not a hiftory, I would give you a 
pathetic delcription of our meeting and em- 
braces, in which I would float my page with 
a flood of te^rs, that (hould almoft du-eaten a 
fecond deluge. 

Though my lover and I had come to a 
perfeft underflanding with each other, I had 
referved myfelf for the arrival of my brother, 
without letting the old Captain into the fe- 
cret i and as for his difcovering it by the vir- 
tue of his own iagacity in love affairs, there 
was not a chance on the tables ; I never faw 
a creature fo commodioufly blind, deaf and 
incurious in' my days. 

Some 
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Some fitters, in my dependant fituation, 
would have been in a fine puzzle how to 
break a matter of this fort to fome brothers^ 
on whom their dependance retted ; but I had 
no fuch difficnkies to encounter with mine, 
and if I had, ttill I Ihould have taken no 
other method than I did, which was naturally 
to tell Km in a very few words that Mortlake 
and I had agreed upon a marriage* 

Very well, faid my brother, you have done 
right to pleafe yourfelf j and upon my foul, 
Jane, I give you credit for a good eye j for I 
don't know a finer young fellow in all Eng- 
land. 

Pooh! replied I, don't be ridiculous i do 
you think I chufe by the eye ?— -No, no, re-^- 
turned be, Mortlake is a vejry honeft, worthy 
lad witkal, and one I fhall be proud to call 
my brother-in-law. May I die^ if I think you 
could have chofen better in the three king- 
doms j fo there*& an, end of that; the next 
thing is to fet you up in the world with fome- 
thing to live comfortably upon, and we mutt 
go to the Spanifti dollars for thaf ^ the Dons, 
many thanks to 'cm, have provided you with 
a dower, 

1 5 Hold 
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Hold there, my dear gcrferous brother, I 
replied, you and I fhall not agr^ upon that 
bai^ain; I nmuft not forget. If you do, that 
the Earl of S. will require more to tnaintain 
him than the parfon's wife, and furfi I intend 
to be to all intents and purpofes,— B'ut the 
brats, faid he, muft have fdmething to niain- 
tain them, and there'll be no fcarcity of them, 
Jane; I can't cJarry them all out to fta with 
me.— ^Weti^ replied I, the girls cannot be 
poorer than their mother was, and if the boys 
are but as brave as their tJncle, they'll fight 
through the world I warrant *em, — Aye, and 
conquer it too I hope, he cried, before they 
have done with it : but all this is nothing to 
theputpofej I fhafU-fay no more to you upon 
this fubjeft; brother Mortlake and' I Will, let- . 
tie that affair 'between ourfelves. You 'have 
ndthing to do but marry as faft as you Can, 
for Captain Arundel and 1 Ihall be Jbrufhing . 
out again vfery f|)eedily, and I wotld fain fee 
my dear fifter fafe moored before I loofe the 
forefait— So laying, the noble youth tenderly 
embraced ine, when before my heart could 
'give a vent to the grateful lehlations widi 
which it glowedj the call of the old Captain 

brake 
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broke up :Our conference, and fummoned lis 
to the dinner-room. 

There was foniething fo pointedly en^ging 
in the manner with which my brother took 
Mortlake by the hand, whe» he joined the 
company* that It told more to my feelings 
.than a volume, of fine ipeeches cpuld have ex- 
preffed : I remarked the efFed it had upon 
Mortlake, and I am fure his feelings fympa- 
.thized with mine j joy gUftened in his eyes'j 
all pafled in fiJence, but where's the poet 
that can find words for what that filence ut- 
.tered ? Oh ! how I deteft a chattering fine* 
ipoken fcntimentalift : .give me the mute elo- 
quence of the heart ; that only is the genuine 
1 language of love and benevolence. 

. After dinner Lady Freville, knowing that 
■all things .were .well underftood between my 
brother and me from a hint. I had given her, 
and loving at her heart, as you well know, a 
litde good-natured mifchiefi began to quef- 
tion Mortlake how his preparations went on 
at the- paribnage, obferving that it was mucli 
too good a houfe for a fingle man, and that it 
would now. behove him to look out for. a 
wife.— This was hint enough for my brother, 

I 6 who 
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who immediately clofcd in with it by faying 
lie would anlwer for Mortlake that he would 
take a wife of his recommending ; upon which 
tjie old Captain loudly declared that he would 
venture a wager he named the lady, for that 
it could be none other than the gunner's 
daughter, which it feems is a cant phrafe for a 
dozen lalhes at the gun. 

It is what I fhould have well deferved for 
my prefumption, faid this^ amiable young man, 
(his face covered with bluflies) if ambition 
had any fhare in my affedions, or if I could 
have been daring enough to have grounded a 
hope upon that charming condefcenfion, which 
' thougli I could not chufe but admire, I was 
not fo bold as to approach, — What is the man 
talking about ? cried the rough old feaman, I 
can't make out a word that he is faying.— • 
I don't know how you ftiould, — faid Lady 
Freville, fpr he is talking about love. — No, 
no, anfwered he, that hook won't hold, my 
Lady ; I know too much of love to believe 
thati love is a idamn'd noify, quarrellbme 
companion ; the doAor there is as meek as 
Mofes ; love is all talk and blufter, ftorm and 
tcmpeft s I have been in love myfelfi and it 

always 
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always fets me a fwearing, becaufe, do you fee, 
it throws me out of my courfe and puts me 
upon t'other tack j now Mortlake keeps on 
his way fair and eafy j nobody (hall make me 
believe he is in love, — Perhaps fome of the 
company may be of a different opinion, tct 
plied flie; for inftance there is Lady Jane 5 
I'll refer the cafe to her. — With all my 
heart; cried the captain. Lady Jane knows bet- 
ter things i I'll be judged by Lady Jane. — 
Agreed, anfwered the good lady, who fo fit 
to decide upon MortlakeTpaffion, as fhe who 
inipires it ? — Come, my dear Jaijje, added my 
brother, give fentence upon your friend. — My 
fcntcnce, I replied, will be paffed upon myfelfi 
for if he docs not love, I am of all women 
moil miferablc. — Mortlake was fitting next to 
me ; he fprung from his chair, feized my hand, 
and prefled it to his lips with an animation 
that even ftartled me — Then I take Hej^ven 
to witnefs, he cried, that my foul doats upon 
you J my heart beats with love that cannot be 
uttered ; I do but live whilft you approve of 
me, and every moment of my life (hall be de- 
voted to gratitude and love for the unbreak- 
able 
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able bleffing yo\j have bcftowed upon ine,— 

That's right, cried the hearty old Commander^ 

the man's as mad as a March-?hare, I : give it 

up, I give itupi I don't. fay but what he is 

in love now, but I will ftandto what I did fay, 

that he was not in love, before. Egad ! Mort- 

lake, thou art an honeft fcflow, a lacj after: my 

own heart i if you could be in love with that 

-charming creature and in your fenfes at .the 

.fame time, I would not own you for a: man.: 

•I told you all I knew what love was, and 

here's my lady would . have perluaded me out 

of my fenfes. My dear, dear boy, he cried, 

addrefling himfelf to my brother, I hope.^1 this 

is to your good liking.— To my very heart's 

content, replied my loved brother. — Thtn 

about (he goes ! roared out the old blade, a 

health to the happy couple ! Harkye, Mort- 

lake,' do it juftice, and I will ftock your cel- 

. lars for your life to come. Damn it, Archey ! 

.you and I took the Dons, in the nick of time; 

aye, boyy and we'll have another Jbrufti amongft 

them J thank God, we need not go fer to find 

an enemy. ^ Come, wheel it about I (taking 

-a; full glais Ja his. hand) my ^ dear, dear Lady 

Jane, 
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Jane, you muft let me love you like a child 
-of my own, like my own dear Archibald, like 
my own boy Frank, (why the plague is not 
he here at this moment?) May ail happinefs 
befall you 1 may you be bleft in the arms of 
an honcft man ! for you are a noble, generous, 
lovely grrl, and T adore your fpirit for throw- 
ing off rfiat pig-tailed puppy with his pouch 
full of money, ami taking this worthy fellow 
with a round curl anda black coat, hut a heart 
that is worth ^11 the mines of Peru. 

This is but coarfe ftulF, you will fay, but it 
is honeft, and has ferved to hurry me out of 
all my embarraffments, and now I have no- 
thing to encounter but the eyes of Arundel— 
Oh fend him to us, with the fires of love and 
joy fparkling in their brighteft luflre ! but if' 
you would compleat the wifli, come with him 
yourfelf, then where in all the world fhall 
there be found a circle of fuch happinefs as 
our's ? 

The grotto awaits you : Mortlake and I do 
not fail to vifit'it^ and this evening I rambled 
thjither by myfelf j I had not long repofed 
myfelf in this enchantied fpot, ' before the fek- 
fame fybil, who accoflcd me under the tree of 

Fergus, 
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Fergus, vifited me again in this diftant foli- 
tude, and with foinewhat more of the poetic 
fury in her voice than the cold region of the 
North had infpired her with, chanted forth 
the following ftanzas : — 

Faji by the Medwa/s Jilver tidcy 
Beneath the woodbine^ s fragrant Jbade^ 
Love's roving god by chance ejfied 
Arujiicgroty and thus he /aid — 

*' Haily Grot ! Jofilent and Jo Jweety 
Impending o*er this glajfy ftreanty 
Be henceforth thou rny favored feat y 

'^ Propitious to the lover's theme ! 

" Here if the modefi youth ejfays 
*^ With faultsring lips to move the fair y 
" In the cold damfeVs heart Til raife 
*' A pity that fball ffrant his prayer* 

" Here if the flubborn maidfhalljpy 

" Ti^be melting tear his cheek bedeWy 

'* /// launch an arrow from his eye 

" Shall pierce her proud heart thro' and tbro\ 

** ^en wild and raging all amain 
" With her tormented bofom'sfmarty 

" Save 
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** Serve -tm^ Jhe'll ay, ob^ eaje my fahiy 
" And draw this arrow from my heart ! 

" He with fond arms encircling round 
Shall prefs her to his faithful breafty 
And the fame band^ that gave the wound, 

'^ Shall M its agonies to re^:' 
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Charles Mortlake to ArundeU 


'TTHAT partiality, which you pronounced 
upon in its infancy, has exceeded your 
warmcft predidions j Lady Jane has verified 
the charadter you gave her, and thofe atten- 
tions, which I thought could only be the efFedt 
of a little female vanity, I now perceive fprung 
fincerely from the heart. Could* I fuppofc 
that fo much beauty, youth and vivacity, fuch 
high pretenfions as fhe derives from rank, fa- 
mily and condition, could ever condefcend to 
the humble lot in which I am placed, and bid 

adieu 
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sdieu to aB the pleafares, all the pride of fife ? 
I muft have had an unreafonable fhare of pre- 
fumption to have thought of her any other- 
wife than I did ; but after you and her brother 
had left us I confefs to you there were open- 
ings enough in her behaviour to have inipired 
a man of lefs diffidence than myfelf with very 
flattering hopes. Gur walks were longer and 
more frequent, fhc was induftrious to find out 
the moft folitary places, and our converfations 
became more ferious and particular: for a 
time indeed our mutual anxiety in your ab- 
fence allowed of no .refieffions hut upon the 
dreadftil errand you were en^ged in j we did 
little elfe but mingle fighs and forrows, and 
neither party was qualified to aft the jcomforter 
to the other: as foon as the joyful tidings o^ 
your fafety arrived, though qualified with Ibmc 
little terrors for her beloved brother, our fpi- 
rits revived, and as this was followed by further 
accounts, which fet her mind at eafc about 
Lord S. our happinefs was without alloy. 

Anxious as I was to know my fate, I ana 
fatisfied I fhould never have found refolution 
to declare myfelf, had not her encouragement, 
confpiring with a .moft tempting opportunity, 

in 


ARUNDEL. 187 

in a manner extorted it from me. It was then 
very aukwardly brought out with fo nriuch 
trepidation, and teiTor, that it is my wonder 
how Ihe could underftand me ; but her gene- 
rous heart difdairied to make fport of my 
iveaknefs, and flie had too much pity for my 
painful ftruggles to indulge herfelf in prolong- 
ing them : in fhort, my dear Arundel, I am 
confounded by my own good fortune, and 
fcarcc believe the blefling-I am pofleft of: the 
gallant Earl of S. has ratified his fifter's hum- 
ble choice with a liberality, which we found 
it difficult to reduce wtoiin the bounds of mo- 
deration ; I^ady Jane is furely the moft difin- 
terefted as well as the moft amiable of Hea- 
ven's creatures; (he fays nrty income is affluence 
(he has never been accuftomed to j Ihe haa laid 
down a plan for our domeftic oeconomy with 
the greateft precifion, and foj-med her litde 
eftablilhment of fervants upon the fcale of our 
moderate circumftanees with every attention 
to our future comfort and content. She has 
fuperintended every thing that is going for- 
/ ward at the parfonage, and in furnifhing and 
fitting the houfe, as well as in the diredbions 
Ihe has given about the works you put in mo- 
tion 
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tion without doort, you will find fhe has bceir 
a frugal manager of your unlimited generofity. 
The library is now compleated and aL charming 
room it is ; there are four excellent bed-cham- 
bers, and two with little dreffing-rooms and 
clofets attached to them, all furnifhed with the 
greateft neatnefs and fimplicity. Her heart is 
fet upon feeing Lady Louifa at our wedding, 
which only waits your return to be fixed for 
an early day. , I am afraid to fay how much I 
wifli to fee you, left I ftiould provoke your 
friendfhip to comply with my defires at the 
expence of engagements more important and 
more interefting to yoiir own immediate hap- 
pinefi* 

. Oh my dear s Arundel, when ihall I hear 
that Heaven has turned the heart of that obdu- 
rate father, who is now the fole bar to your 
happinefs with your lovely Lady Louifa ? Is 
there no hope of her complying with the wifhes 
of Lady Jane ? Alas ! I fear it is in vain to 
think of it. Time and patience will bring all 
things round; Providence has done wonders 
in your favor already; continue to defervc its 
bounty, and there is no doubt but you will 
be bleft. Farewell. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 


Arundel to Charles Mortldke. 


'COON after I had dilpatched my laft letter, 
which left me in the utmoft anxiety of 
mind, I was furprized with a vilit from Lord 
G. I was alone and had fallen into fuch a 
gloomy train of thoughts, that I could not 
meet the fight of him without the greateft tre- 
pidation, pofleffed as I was with the idea that 
he was come to pronounce fcntence upon my 
hopes; but when he drew forth a letter from 
his pocket, and told me he was commiflioncd 
by Lady Louifa to prefent it tp me, methought 
I (hould have fainted at the inftant; it feemed 
as if the fmile with which he delivered it was 
put on by malice to give a keener infult to my 
feelings, and holding it unopened in my trem- 
bling hand — My Lord, faid I, if this letter, 
which you have given me, contains the fatal 
fentence, which muft extinguilh tlie faint hope 
that hardly glimmers in my breaft, I' do be- 

ieech 
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fcech you let me hear it from your lips, and 
fparc me the agony of a perufal, which will 
throw me into fuch a fituation, as the bittereft 
enemy could not contemplate without pain 
and pity : if my offences againft you and my 
prefumption in afpiring to Lady Louifa's fa- 
vor, deferve the puniftiment of a contemptu- 
ous refufal, for the honor of humanity do not 
aggravate that puniftiment by taking on your- 
felf the office of tormentor, and feafting your 
eyes with the agonies you inflidt*— Upon my 
word, Mr. Arundel, replied he, I am not privy 
to the contents of that letter j I have fimply 
the honor of being her Ladyfliip's meffenger; 
but I am free to confeis to you that it is an 
honor I Ihould have declined, if I could have 
fuppofed myfelf the bearer of any unwelcome 
news to you, for I come hither with a heart 
very thoroughly difpofed to make peace, and 
if you will break the feal of my commiffion, I 
Ihall be very much miftaken if it does not 
tally with my wiflies. — I opened the letter, 
and immediately caft my eye upon thefe tranf- 
porting words — 

" Welcome, ipy beloved Arundel ! I wel- 
come you with "a transport of joy which I 

** am 
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** am privileged to exprefs to you. My fa- 
'^' ther, who is your convert, will be the bearer 
** of thisi you triumph every way, and my 
*' fond heart is the eafieft of your conquefts j 
*' defpife it not however, but come to me 
^* without delay ; I die to fee youi , Heaven be 
'* praifed for its proteftion of my Arundel! 
** Again I tell you come to me, come with- 
*' out delay, or you do not know what it is to 
** love like your Louisa." 

My tranlport overpowered Yne j I could not 
fpeakj I could not reftrain my tears; I threw 
myfelf at the feet of Lord G. He raifed mc 
in his arms and tenderly embraced me— Thus 
let us feal our peace for ever, he cried ; hence- 
forth let us be fon and father J Louifa is your 
own. — He would fcarce fufFer me to make 
him any reply, much lefs to endeavor at ex- 
preffing all my fenfibility on this ^fanfporting 
occafion : I dare fay, he cried, Louifa's letter 
is a very eager lummons, and you are no lels 
eager to obey it 5 and yet I am di(poj(ed to tref- 
pafs on your attention for a very few minutes, 
whilft I account to you for the fudden revolu- 
tion wlxich you difcover in my mind towards 

you J 
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you ; and for this you are in the firft place in- 
debted to Louifa's honorable fincerity in cbn- 
fefling to me that fhe had gone the length of 
offering you a clandeftine marriages I own to 
you this was a ftep, which I never apprehended 
flie would take, having paffcd her word to me 
againft it, but when no other means appeared 
to her of preventing your duel with Sir George 
Revel, in the extremity ofher'diftrelsno won- 
der if duty, and even honor itfelf, could not 
hold out againft a fuperior paffion, and if any 
means appeared lawful to preferve a life {o 
dear and fo invaluable to her: I therefore ac- 
quit her, but at the fame time I very highly 
relpeft you for the noble manner in which 
you declined her propofal ; but when I further 
tindcrftood that Sir George Revel had revoked 
his charge, of which I was firfl: informed by 
Lord S. and read the letter you brought to 
Louifa, which by fo full a confefTion on his 
part entirely does away every fhadow of fuf- 
picion that could remain in my mind, with 
whjt juftice could I any longer hold out againft 
you, or pretend toexercife that right in Louifa 
to your disfavor, which I owed fingly to your 
honor and forbearance ? No, Mr. Arundel, 

evca 
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even though you had been without excufe for 
your public oppofition to me, which to my 
fhame I muft own is not the cafe, yet under 
fuch circumftances, injured as you had. been 
by the falfeft and bafeft accufations, affaulted 
both in life and reputation by an afTaffin whom 
I blufli to think was foftered and adopted by 
me, unexceptionable in your family, fortune 
and charafter, ra after of the affedtions of my 
daughter in the moft honorable manner, and 
backed with the moft zealous approbation of 
her mother, what fort of man, or rather mon- 
fter, muft I have been to have oppofed myfclf 
to fuch pretenfions ? you have therefore free 
and unreferved accefs to my Louifa ; write to 
her, vifit her, purfue the diftates of your af- 
fection ; I cannot doubt your honor, my con- 
fidence in you is eftablilhed upon proof, and, 
as yoii are in abfolute poffeffion of the daugh- 
ter's heart, I truft you will not refufe to be 
received into the father's. 

No, my Lord, I replied, it is a tender which 
I accept with gratitude and will endeavor to 
deferve, but I am fo confounded with my good 
fortune, that I am in the ftate of a man, who 
is haftily awakened from a dream, the impref- 

VoL.IL K fion 
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lion of which he cannot Ipcedily fhake off, nor 
recover ienies enough to difcern the objefts 
that furround hinn j I fcarce believe my hap- 
pineis to be reaL 

Tmft inc, Arundel, he replied^ you will 
find no friend fo zealous as a converted ene- 
my; and now he began to make enquiries about 
my ftay in town, and whether I would accom- 
pany Lady Louifa and him to Spring Grove* 
To this I anfwered, that I muft go down to 
Arundel Houfe, to take leave of my uncle 
John and Lord S. who would foon be ordered 
out to fea, and who were there waiting with 
Lady Jane S, and old Lady Freville in hourly 
expectation of my return. 

His Lordlhip adn^itted the fufEciency of 
my plea, and with a kind of flynefs in his 
manner, afked what was to beconne of Lady 
Jane When her brodier went to fea : I fmiled 
at dits and fafd, I doubted if I was at liberty 
to anfwer his queflion. Come, come, faid 
he, your fecret is not worth keeping ; (he is 
going to be married' out of hand to yoCir 
fi lend Mordake j you think yourfclf mighty 
cunning, but for once I am beforehand with 
you,— Then faid I, I^ady Louifa is a tell-tale i 

I have 
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I have juft received a letter from Mordake, 
and fhe, I fuppofe, has had one from the bride* 
deft.— She has fo^ replied he, and a ftrong de« 
mand upon her at the fame time, on the fcor« 
of an old promife, to be prefent at her wedding i 
but how is to this to be performed ? A country 
parlbnage is feldom very capacious,, though I 
am told you have made this quite elegant ; and 
as for Arundel houi^ I fuppofe you would 
not admit Louifa and me into that fer the 
worlds — My I-ord, anfwered I, you arc de- 
termined to overpower me with your kindnefi 
and condefcenfion.— I would willingly try if 
you will have better luck in your own houfe, 
Arundel, than you have had in mine: hither* 
to I think you are indebted to mt for no* 
thing but alTafllnations, duels, and calumnious 
charges: let us fee if we cannot repair theie 
mifcarriages by a peaceful meeting, and a 
pleafant party at Arundel Houfe : make me 
known to your gallant uncle ; let me be ac* 
quainted with this lucky friend of your's, who - 
is carrying off one of the fineft and livelieft 
young women of the age in the face of all the 
men of rank, fortune, and fafliion, who would- 
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never thiiik of taking orders to make dieir 
way with a handfome girl of high diftinftion. 
Who in the name of wonder would fuppofe 
the church to be the road to pcrfermcnt of 
that fort ? 

I cannot wonder at your Lordfhip*s quef- 
tion, as you are not acquainted with the perfon 
and qualities of my friend Mortlake, and per- 
haps take meafure of Lady Jane by the gene- 
ral ftandard of her contemporaries : but if you 
will fulfil -the hopes you have given me, by 
honoring me with your company at Arundel 
Houfe, I do not doubt but a very fhort ac- 
quaintance with the objeft of her Ladyfliip*s 
choice will convince you of the fuperior good 
fcnfe ihe has fhewn in making it. 

Well, fays he, let us go and try our joint 
interefl with Louifa to perfuade her to this 
joOrney 5 if Ihe acquits hcrfelf well as bride- 
maid, it will be a good kind of rehearfal be- 
fore Che performs as principal ; but remember 
I condition for the violin i give me mufic and 
I will not interrupt your love ; feed my cars 
well and I fhall not quarrel with you for the 
jcft of ypw entertainment j you are but a young 

houfe- 
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houfekeeper, and I condition againft being 
feted; poftpone that till Louifa prefides at 
your tabic, and then we ihall know whom to 
blame, if the eftablilhment is not according 
to form and order. 

Now therefore, Mortlake, announce this to 
your foul's better part, telPit . to . the whole 
worthy circle, let them fliare in the felicity of 
your friend ; I fhall follow this letter clofe at 
the heels, yet I write, becaufe even moments 
Ihould be anticipated, when they are charged 
with tidings of fuch joy, Whifper my good 
houfekeeper in the ear, and let her fet ha* 
brooms and mops in motion; prefs forward 
the works at your own houfc with vigour, and 
incenfe the chamber that is dcftined to re- 
ceive you in the arms of your beloved. — Oh 
Charles, Charles ! what will become of you 
and me ! can we outlive our tranlports ? We 
have not lowered our conftitutions to that cold 
blood, which the ftale hackneyed fenlualifts 
of this voluptuous town reduce themfclves ta; 
we never wafted nature's genial fount, never 
unftrung her bow, nor to the loathed embrace 
of harlots proftituted our manly vigour ; evea 
our hearts will offer up their maiden oblations 
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to the rc4>c6livc gpddcfles of their idolatry : 
we never loved before -, hereafter we fiiall ne- 
ver ceale to love. 

I ihaU (end down exprefs the befl Piano- 
ibrte I can purchafe ; I am determined- alio tcr 
f haag the late Lady Arunders drefling-rooni 

and bed-chamber afrefh for my divine Louifa 
to repofe i^j for this purpofc I (hall di(patGb 
. "^(inaH fquadron of nimble artifts from hencc> 
will decorate it in a trice; the bed, to 
tich thofe heavenly, tho(e enchanting limbs 
arc to be ftC)mmitted,- (hall not be qxiite unwor- 
thy of the jewel it eneaies ;, I will keep it facrcd 
and untouched till (he revifits it again ; I will 
kneel to it, as before a confecrated altar^ and 
there r will offer up my prayers ta Heaven for * 
bleflings multiplied upon her head. — Oh, Hea- 
ven and Earth ! what raptures have I been 
jiow receiving ! (he loves me,. Charles,, beyond 
the power of love to (peak of. Lord G,, (for 
which kind aft may my grateful lips ever ble(s 
and praiie him ! ) fcnt me up alone to her 
chamber ]. I found her all impatience^, ecftacy 
and love j (he fprung with open arms to my 
embrace-; paflion like her*s difdains referve,. a . 
foul (0 noUe fpurhs at all the petty fonms of 
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coy diffimularion 5 words had difgraced her 
feeling, tears were her better eloquence and 
tranfports my more flattering welcome. How 
long I held hef in my arms, let thofe, who 
could have nianbered moments fo employed, 
declare ; I cannot guefs at time, in which my 
fenfes were entranced: upon her unrefifling 
lips I fealed my gratitude, I left my foul. — At 
length flie murmured out — Oh, Arundel ! no 
more I fuj^iort mc to my chair : I bore her la 
toy ann& ; the nerves of Love are ftrong ai 
the Nemaan liorCs nerves f I placed her on the 
feat, then threw myfelf upon my knees, and 
with my arms around her waift Supported my 
almoft lifclels charmer,, hanging her fweet 
head and drooping like a lily. Wher> her 
fpirits had in fome degree fubfided, and fl^e' 
began to recover, flie^ drew forth a locket, 
richly fet,, containing her own. miniature, to 
which fhe had affixed a ribband, and began^ to 
fallen it round my neck; I fufFered her to 
complete her work, then clalping her hands 
and preffing them with the prefent thy con- 
tained to my grateful lips^ fmothcred them 
with kiffes. — I now gendy folicited to know 
whea I might be bleft with the divine original. 
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—This day, this hour, this inftant, Ihe repli- 
ed i but now contain yourfelf ; be prudent for 
my lake j if it be poffible, I love you but too 
well. Come, talk to me of fome more quiet 
fubjeft i but not a word of your affair beyond 
fea i my heart cannot bear it ; tell me about 
Mortlake and my charming Jane; dear girl, 
how I adore her ! There is a heart, my Arun- 
del ! I am fure the objeft of her choice dc- 
foyes.her; I know he is poflefled of every 
nianly, virtuous, and engaging quality, be- 
caufe he is your chofen friend; I therefore 
boldly pronounce him worthy of his happi- 
nefs ; but why do I anticipate a pleafure I am 
4o foon to enjoy ? I. am coming down to vifit 
you ; Ihall I be welcome, Arundel ? I think 
you will not turn me from your doors.'- But I 
.might ramble thus for ever, and I have al- 
ready laid enough to fatisfy you of my happi- 
nefs. If I write more I Ihall be with you be- 
fore you can have read my letter through. 

Farewell. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

The Comtejs to the Earl of G^ 

AS the folitude, to which your dHcarded 

wife has retreated^ is by an extraordinary 

chance now become known to you, I think 

that you ihould alfo know the motives fi>r 

my coming hither,. 

Whilft our.wiflies for the diipofal of'otrr 
daughter in marriage were lb oppofite to eacjt 
Gther^ and you fufpefbed me of taking an ac« 
tive part againft Sir George Revel, there ap-* 
peared to me no ftcp fo likely to remove thofe 
fuipicions, as totally to fecludie myfelf from alt 
communication with my family •. 

When I thus broke from the deareft tic ia 
nature^ and facrificed to your repofe the ten* 
der afieftions of a mother,. I fondly thought I 
might efcape your cenfure,. though I did not 
flatter myfelf with the hopes of your approBa- 
.tion : but I was not fuffered to remain in quiet. 
oblivion ; even in this folitude I was dill to be 
the mark ai)d butt of malices anew accufadon 
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was ftarted againft mc by an unhappy mair^ 
who has dearly atoned for his injuftice. L 
took myacculer into my houfe covered with, 
wounds^ and at the laft gafp of life : the com^ 
punftions of a guilty confeiencey the terror*^ 
of impendii^ dcath> and' gratitude for my un- 
merited attentions,, confpired to produce that: 
confcffion,, which I hope has reached; your 
handy and brought fuch convi^tbn witb it as 
you can no longer wi thftiand. 

I have now ar claim upoo. your Juftiec for 
reftoring mc to my family^, from which you 
cruelly" expelled: me, and if this is in* your me- 
ditation tx> doy. I muft plainly tell you, that, 
lb long as you^ perfift in excluding Mr, Arun- 
del, you. exclude me. If I- am innocent, can: 
Be be guilty? The lame atonement, is due to^ 
both,, znd t rejeft every offer of reconcile- 
ment which does not include him- Hu/bands. 
have been known to pardon guilty wives, andl 
many have received- a penitent- offender into* 
their family again,, but paidoa is^ not ib readily 
extended to the partner of their ' guilt,, andi 
HO man lives who> would contaminate his 
Wood by marrying the (fei^hter to the fedu- 
x:er of the mother. Let this then he the tell 

of 
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of my innocence, a|id your compleat perfuafion 
of it: bcftow your daughter upon the mam 
flic loves ; by one generous a6t you will give 
^ppinefs to your child^ bring a blefling on 
yourfelfi make a friend of him whom yoi* 
have injurioufly treated, and heal the wounded 
heart of a wife, who returns to jcu oiPthefe can* 
di^ions^ or returns no more* 


LETTER XC 

. ^be: Earl to the Count efs ofG^ 

T HAVE received your letter,, and you arc 
obeyed: Mn Arundel has diis day ob!*- 
tajned my futi confent and approbation for as 
fpeedy a marriage with our daughter as cir- 
cumftances will admit ;, his condJU<5t has been^ 
in all refpe6ks> that of a man of perfe£t honor ^ 
and in making this facrifice of my private re« 
icntmenrs^ I have done no more thaa I ought 
$0 do upon eonvi£tion of my being the firit 
aggreflor^ with this aggravation of the afFroat 
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I put upon him, that I then regarded him in 
the light of a dependant. 

I' flatter myfelf you will not doiibt that an 
acknowledgment like this can only be the re- 
fult of a ftrift felf-examination, and to this 
I am now indebted for a ferenity of mind and 
temper, ^hich I never before experienced. 

The favage attack Sh" George Revel made 
■upon Mr. Arundel, in confeqtience of what 
palTed at Spring Grove, and the unjuft grounds 
of that bloody rencontre, which took place 
between them, wherein your reputation was 
traiteioufly attempted, could not feil to opei* 
my eyes to the real charafter of the man whom* 
I fo zealoufly and blindly abetted. The dread-; 
ful chaftifement his guilt has received from the 
hand of Arundel, the very extraordinary inci- 
dent of his being carried at the point of dfcatL 
to your houfe, and the.confeflSon which the 
' terrors of his fituation in that criiis extoited 
from his eonfcience, are all events combinedy 
as it Ihould feem, by the very hand- of Hea- 
ven> and the refleftions they have awakened 
in my mind have effe£bually- turnsed it to the 
truthv I now fee your innocence, I feel yoar 
fufFeririgs, and I deteft myfdf for the cruel 
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wrongs I have done you. As the character cf 
Sir George Revel finks upon the review, that 
of Arundel rifes in my efteem : Can I then re- 
fufe my daughter to fuch a man, fupported too 
by luch an advocate as yourfelf, and beloved 
by Louila to a degree beyond example ? Could 
I have held out againft her love, againft your 
folicitation, and againft his merits, I had been 
indeed obdurate : add to this, that fuch is now 
his eftabfi(hment in point of fbrtune,^ reputa-* 
tion and pretenfions of all forts, that I fhall be 
£>und to have confulted our daughter's inte- 
reft in this match not lefs than her happinefs ^ 
his &mily is of the nobleft in. the kingdom^ 
and the beft recommendation I can give of my 
own is> that it has in times paft branched from 
the root of the Arundds. 

All this while here is the gallant Earl of S^ 
his friend and iecond> who in point of pedi** 
gree would not vail his bonnet to the Four* 
bons, fees his fitter Lady Jane beftow hcrfclf 
upon a country parfon, and applauds her 
choice : young Mortlake, Arundel's intimate^ 
is the happy man ; he is fettled in Arundel*^ 
.owft pariih, who has eftabliflied him there in a 
vm^ good living) and fitted up a parfonage** 
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houfe for him and Lady^ Jaae>. which I hear is 
one of the moft elegant things upon, a niode?^ 
fate fcaic4n all England. This young bridci- 
cle£t has been forae time with bet brother 
Eying at Arandel Houfc, and there (he com- 
menced her acquaintance with Mortkke^. who 
bas the charadel" of a mpft amiable* and ex^ 
cellent young man* Louiia and I are ta 
be prefent at the wedding, which is. to take 
place in a few dap> and we; fhaii be enter- 
tained in Mr. Arundel's houfe : he is letting 
€ut for the country dire£dy, and we fliall go* 
down a day^r two before the wedding, and 
immediately after Ae ceremony fet out^ for 
Spring Grave, where Arundel has promifcd to» 
accompany us : his uncle Joha and Lord S- 
are to fet out at the fame time to take com* 
mand of their fhips ; and tlu:^ we fhall leave 
the. bride and bridegroom to themielves^ which 
I think is very well planned for their conifort 
and repoie. i 

. I need not attempt to tell yotr how very 
much our dear ardent girl b in love with t^s 
engaging young manj you know her dif^ 
pofition well, and can paint it to your&lf ; 
much leis caA I defcribe U> you her agonies, 
6 wklft 
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whilfi he was abfent upon that dreadful cr» 
rand; Heaven forbid I Ihould ever behold ^er 
fuch a fpe£tacle again ! nothing you can con^ 
ceire wiU exceed it. Sure no hutnaa crea- 
ture ever loved as Ihe does. I think two 
more pcrfeft creatures we^re never caft ijit 
Iminan mould: I contemplate their forms, 
with wonder and delight^ and I. declare tso 
you I fkid a fympathettc kind of likeneis im 
their features^ which fecma to mark diem out 
as deilined for each other. It was a traniport 
to behold them kneeling before me, her hand 
in his, and both their countenaaces animated 
with joy and gradtude: I blefled them irt 
your name as well as my own-; I f^xCat thens^ 
and embraced them in my arms ; then taking; 
our child by the hand, I deiired Arundel to^ 
receive her as a pledge of future &iend(hip,» 
never to ceafe between us. I defcribed her to 
kim as file is» a creature formed in the ex-^ 
treme of all that is generous in nature, ardenc 
in aflfeftion and benevolent in foul> I he^ 
ieeched of him to guard a fpirit fo open and 
defenceless from the dangers of a crafty and 
defignmg workl^ to choriih her with his love 
and counfel her with his undwrftanding. To 

her 
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her I laid in few words — ^Daughter> I have 
beftowed you upon the man of your heart ;. 
remember what is due to his honor, to your 
own, to mine, to your abfent mother's* 

In this moment I experienced a new de- 
Kght, fuperior to any I had ever known, the 
delight of giving happinefs to. a beloved childl 
The gratitude of thefe young people was a 
pafTion^ that like their love defies defcription. 
And now have t deferved your pardon ? can 
you withhold from me that ptty and forgive*- 
nels you beftowed on Revel l will you not re* 
turn to me ? In the mean time,, as. yon have 
made Arundel's marriage a previous condi- 
lion, I (hall expedite it without much regard 
to the tardy proceedings of the law. I* may 
px»miie myfelf not to be oppofed fay Louiia 
m this, for I think of all love's votaries Ihc 
is the trueft. I hope to conclude the affair at 
Spring Grove in a few days after our return 
£-om the wedding of Lady Jane : in the ini- 
terira I fend this to you by our faithful old 
fervant Davifon^ and I pray you to keep him 
with you, as I am fhockcd to refled: how 
poorly you muft be waited upwu 
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Your virtue, my excellent Louifa, has been 
tried and purified like gold in the fire; my 
unworthincfs of fo great a blefling has de- 
prived me of many happy days, but I am at 
laft awakened to an undefftanding of you and 
myfelf. Whilft the vanity and buftlc of office 
engroffed my worldly thoughts, your modeft 
unaffuming charafter fcarce attradted my at- 
tention ', a revolution, which I no longer la- 
ment, has put an end to all ambitious pur- 
fuits, and left: me in a fituation more favorable 
to refleftion : henceforth my purfuits (hall be 
addrefled to worthier objefts, and the firft of 
thefe will be to regain your good opinion and 
cfteem. 

Louifa fliall write to you from Arundel 
Houfe, and fend you all pardculars. I lend 
you a letter of credit upon the bank of Meff. 
Puyfieux and Co. at Oftend, which you will 
make ufe of without limitation, as your oc^- 
caiions may require. 

I (hall be impatient till I hear from you 
again. Farewell. 
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LETTER XCL 
Lad^ Louija to the Cmniefs ef G* 

Arundel Houfe.. 

JAM happy in conffrming to- my dearefl: 
mother the tidings which my fether fent 
by the conveyaiKe of Davifbn ;. every thing 
which has Iince occttrred convinces me of the 
.entire revolution his mind has undergone with 
rcfpedt to you and Mr. Arundel ; at the fame 
time nothing qaa exceed his tendernefsi and 
kindnefs to me.. 

We arrived at the p}ace> whence this is 
datsd, yefterday in the forenoon : Mr. Aran- 
del met us on horfSback about three miles, 
from the houfe, jwid conducted us through hi& 
grounds and a. fine avenue cut through a 
noble wood by a private road.. Tliis is really a 
grand place : the park is bold and romantic,, 
the river quite delightful, and the houfe Sir 
beyond what I expcfted from the owner's ac- 
count of it. It is old and irregular,, but very 
capaciousj^ and contains fome noble apart- 
ments^ 
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ments, which are more ftriking to me than all 
our modern elegance. My father is in rap* 
tures, particularly with a coUedbion of family 
portraits in the hall and gallery, many of 
which are by Vandyke and other capital mat- 
ters, which yoii know are quite his paflion. 

Nothing ever equalled the refpeftful and 
cordial reception Arundel gave my fiither; 
when he met our coach he difmounted from 
his horfe, came up to the window and wel- 
comed us with the moft grateful traniports: 
we prelented him our hands, both which he 
faluted in the manner fb peculiarly his own % 
my father's w^th a filial devotion, mine with 
a lover's ardour. 

Upon our entering the haD he embraced 
my father in prefence of the company, who 
had there arranged themfelvcs to receive us : 
fomething he faid, which I loft in my hurry of 
ipirits, but I heard the words — You have 
made this a joyful houfe, my Lord. — Lady 
Jane S. Lady Freville, and my ever honored 
Lord S. met us in the hall: if -I fay that 
I flew into the arms of my beloved Jane, 
I fcarce exceed the truth ; wgf father feconded 
me with a gallantry that quite charmed me-— 
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I ever admired you. Lady Jane, hen'ceforwanJ 
I adore you, were the words with which he 
addrcfled her. — To the gallant Earl I whif- 
pered in a murmuring voice — Oh ! my Lord 
S. my heart is too full to thank you : may 
Heaven reward your generous friendfliip ! — 
All the world muft love Arundel, he replied ; 
you alone defcrve him. — ^We were now ulher- 
cd into a (lately old room, fitted with Nor- 
way oak and hung with piflaares, where the 
majeftic figure of the brave John Arundel 
prefented itfelf to our awe-flruek eyes, JSkc 
one of the colofTal heroes of ancient days, or 
it mi^t be John of Gaunt himfelf.. As Arun- 
del was leading me by the hand to prefent me 
to him> I pfoteft my knees knocked together 
and my heart trembled within me, for his gi^ 
gantic ftature and martial air, with a tremen- 
dous gafh acrofs his forehead, which has na 
,hair to Ihelter it, would be too terrible to ap^- 
proach, if Nature had not thrown a gleam 
of bentjvolence over his countenance, which 
fcems to fay to the pigmies of creation — 
Come near I I will not harm you. — He took 
my quivering hands in his, raifed them to his 
lipSj wbilil he ftooped to kifs them> and 

. whUfi 


ARUNDEL. aij 

whilft the kig tears courfed one another down 
his manly cheek — God Almighty blef^ you, 
my dear Lady, he exclaimed, yott are a lovely 
creature; by the Lord, nephew Francis, Ihe 
is as beautiful as an angel ! — Pardon my va-, 
nity, my dear mother, for repeating his words ; 
I give them to you as charafteriftic of the 
man, and tell you things naturally as they 
pafied. 

One inftance of Arundel's elegant attention 
to me I muft not omit: upon entering the 
apartment appropriated to my ufe, I perceived 
it had Jbeen newly fumifhed for the occafion 
with filk hangings, diipofcd in a moft brilliant 
and ftriking tafte, after a fafliion which was 
new to me, being drawn up in folds fomething 
like the draperies of a tent ; the bed in parti- 
cular was one of the moft beautiful things 
I have ever feen. In my anti-room and on 
my drcfling- table there was evtry thing for 
ufe and ornament that art and nature could 
fupply, not forgetting a profufion of the 
iwecteft flowers, which he knows I am fo 
fond X)f : over the chimmicy he had hung a 
moft enchanting Saint Cecilia^ divinely con-* 
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ceivcd and executed by our Romney ; a mal"- 
topiece of modem art. 

After trifling a little at my looking-glai^, 
and a few repairs, which a dufty journey had 
made neceffary, I came down to the com- 
pany, and in a few minutes after Mortlake 
entered the room: Jane's lovely face was 
Icarlet on the occafion ; Arundel flew to him, 
as much,to relieve his modeft embarraflment 
as to prcfent him to Lord G. and me, which 
he did with that graceful fweetneis infeparabic 
from his minuteft a&ions, but on this occafioa 
it was peculiarly confpicuous; not a word 
was uttered by him or me, when we were 
prefented to each other, but the firft view 
I caught of his face opened all the charadler 
of his mind : it is a countenance of the moft 
touching cail ; it cannot be called an unempaf* 
fioned humility that prevails in it, and yet there 
is fuch a fweer and almoft feminine fubmifiion 
in his eyes, that you would think no injuries 
could roufe him ; it is in truth the emanation 
* of an angel's mmd, and when he fmiles it is 
benevolence it&lf ; his mouth and teedi are 
exquifite, I cannot praife tbtm more than by 
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telling you they are a counterpart of Arun^ 
del's> his voice foft, tender and melodious, 
and an expreffion in his features as various 
and changeable as can well be imagined. In 
Ihort, I give Jane all the credit in the world, 
for he is elegantly and indeed very finely 
formed in his perfon, of a manly make and 
becoming ftature ; and when his eyes glanced 
upon her I was well convinced they were no 
idle engines in the hands of Love. 

That gay foul old Lady Frevillc did the 
honors of die table at dinner, which was 
admirably well ferved and attended : I never 
faw my father in fuch ipirits ; he was in rap- 
tures with the old cagtain, whom for the fu- 
ture we are to call by a higher title, for af^ 
ter the cloth was removed, and a health or 
two was gone round, Arundel prefented him 
with a paper, which announced his promo- 
tion to a Rear-admiral's Flag, and at the fame 
time appointed him tt> take command of a 
Iquadron fitting for immediate forvice, in 
which the Earl of S. k to have a line-of- 
battle fliip under his old commailden The 
old lady at the head of the table, with the 
^llantry of a Frenchwoman, threw her glove 

to 
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to the Admiral, and bid him tackle that to his 
flag, and beware how he parted with the 
favors of a lady. , It was a fair challenge, 
and the veteran did not flinch it, for he flrart- 
ed from his feat, marched to the head of the 
table, faluted the old lady and the younger 
ones in turn, then fat down in great fl:ate, and 
with a loud voice jovially cried out — Now let 
the enemies of Great Britain keep their dif- 
tance, for by the Lord I am invincible; — then 
turning to Lord S. exclaimed — ^What fay you, 
my brave Archibald? which was accompa- 
nied with a hearty fliake of the hand, and 
other fea ceremonies and endearments, which 
I cannot explain. In fliort he i^ the life and 
foul of our circle, but it requires a proper 
fliare of nerves to relifli his converfation, for 
he talks as loud as if he was in a ftorm, and 
his laugh is a perfect feu-de-joiej he has a 
thoufand fca-tricks which he praftifes upon 
Lord S. and a fet of jokes ready made for the 
occafion. that I dare fay have a great deal 
of humour in their own language, but to me 
were perfcftly unintelligible. Arundel nna- 
nages him with great addrefs^ but LordS, is 
fo devoted to him, th/it he only fl^dies how to 
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plcafe him and irfdulge Ixis humour. He 
doats upon Jane and calls her daughter, and 
in truth has proved himjblf a fadier to her 
noble brother : his gcnerofity to the betrodied 
couple has already (hewn itfelf in a great 
cargo of wines and various articles of houfe- 
keeping, which has made its appearance at the 
. parfonage. 

The afternoon being delicious* wc made 
a litde excurfion on the Medway in a four- 
oared wherry, rowed by the AdmiraPs and 
Lord S/s fervants, who arc of the amphibious 
fort, and as it fhould feem part of their crew. 
The Admiral took the helm and kept roaring 
to then;i all the wav from behind us» not 
without a due prop(Mtion of fuch phrafes as 
had novelty at Ufaft to rccomn>crtd them. 
We cut through the water at a prodigious 
rate, and as wc paflTed under Mortlake's ter- 
race it was with joy I liirveyed the charming 
Ipot, where my fair friend is deftined to refide 
with one of the moft amiable of men. Wc 
did not land, but returned the more cxpedi- 
tioufly, as Arundel was impatient to give my 
father his promised treat of a litde mufic. 
To-morrow morning we intend to devote to a 

Vol. II. L ' more 
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more particular view of that delicious Jpptj 
which Arundel has embelliihed wi^ (b much 
fondnefs and with fuch elegwce of cafte. 

Upon our return to the hoi^ wc found: 
a room prepared for our mu(ic^ with an ad- 
mimble piano-forte^ new for di^ occafion, and 
put in excellent tune apd order by a man fent 
down from the maker for the purpofe : an 
elegant fcrvice of ices and other refreflunents 
was fet out. The room^ fhe inftrumcnt,: 
Arundiera delightful accompaniment> the joy 
<£' heart I ihm feltj the fight of faces fo dear 
to me> ^ir fkittering applaufes and my un- 
common 4oW of h^lth and fpirits^ all con^iiied 
to cal) out oiy fm^ pQw^s to their bei}: advanr 
tage : Arundd wa^ Orpheus himiHf> hi& very 
eyes weit melodioiis, nothing . but hannony 
wa^ to be difcoy^r^d ioc his countenance. We 
took care to fe)e^ my father's &varites^ and 
we had t^e &tisi&&iojA to ^ve him pleafuie . 
and content by every thing we uodertook. 

When we retired to our apartments £w the 
nigh^ Arwd^ took the candles from the fer« 
vant^ who was waiting tn the hall to light me 
to my chamber, and ftC^ed me if he might not 
be hon(H'ed by that office. My ^ther feeing 
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this, cried out— By all means, hy all means, 
my girl, keep him to hia duty — Whereupon 
I permitted it, and he walked before me inta 
my drefling-room, from which my fervant in-' 
ftandy retired, and I found myfelf alone with 
him. — I cannot belteive fo ill to you in your 
own houfe, I faid, as nbt to aflc y<Hi to fit 
down. — He immediately threw himfelf kt my 
feet — In what words fh^U 1 thank you, my 
foul's idol, for this hdppy day ? Was ever mart* 
fo honored or fo bleft ? Oh ! my Louifa, hoMf^* 
ffaall I dcferve this gdodnefe ? My heart over- 
flows with love and ^atitude^ — I tenderly be- 
feeched him to arife } I raifed hJm froWi the 
ground — ^Arundel, I replied, my heart h io 
entirely your's, you poffeft fo wholly every 
thought, every movement in my mind, and my 
Cionfidence in you is fo unbounded, thktl keep' 
norefenre before you : kmalfrthen t^re does;' 
not tive a creature fo <iev<it6d ^ I am to tny' 
Arandel ; for you alone I live ; your^s only I 
am .and evier will be $ jtoii are^dle Unfiv^edt* 
TM&cr of tnf atfeftions. - 

Ah, my beloved m&&icri del ytAi triniMfe^ 
for your fond empafli^nl^ dau^ter^-'trfeni 
Ue not) I befeech you ; hi^ Micixy^'&i tiot' 
* La permit 


aao ARUNDEL. 

permit ^im to ftay another minute : May all 
good angels watch over you, he cried ! may 
your dreams be happy ! Farewell ! I muft 
attend upon your father. 

I, have jiow given you a cii^cumftantial jour- 
nal of our RrOi day<t The next morning when 
w^ m^t at break&ft Mortlake attended to con- 
duct us to the parfonage; the weather was 
divinely fine, and Arundel aiid I had had 
a little walk in the garden, where we had 
amufed ourfelves:with projeding iterations 
and irnprovements : the carriages attended at 
the door to convey us to the rivcr-fide, and 
w^ /erried over the ftream to a landing-place 
at the fpot of Mortlake's terrace, which brought 
us by a regular afcent up a very beautiful 
lawn to the houfe, which we entered by a glafs 
door, that opens into a libraiy, elegantly fitted 
apd compleady fiirnifhed with books, which I 
underftand is a very fine collection : this is 
abfoluiely a moil enchanting room» and not the 
l^fi fo in my eyes for containmg a half-length 
portrait of Arundel ov^ the chimney, admi- 
tzhiff primed by Gainiborough. There are 
upon 2 (|ie fame floor an eatir^- parlour, draw- 
ing-j:oQm^ and a Ikde drefling-room &>r the 

maftei 
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mafter of the houfe j above ftalrs are four bed- 
chambers and two drefling- rooms ; Jane's 
apartment, which Ihe is to take pofleffion of 
to-morrow (this being the eve of her wedding- 
day) is furnilhed with great tafte and finfipli- 
city i her drcffing-table difplayed fbme elegant 
tokens of her brother's liberality, and my fa- 
ther having very kindly delired I would pro- 
vide myfelf fome wedding token for my 
friend, and given me a very handiome funi 
for the purpofe, I left upon the table an en- 
amelled watch, with chain and trinkets, of the 
beft pattern, and workmanlhip I could pur- 
chafe in London, which the dear girl flattered 
me by accepting in the moft gracious manner: 
Mortlake feemed extremely pleafed with itj^ 
and my Arundel above mcafure. This hsppy 
couple are compleatly eftablilhed by the libe- 
rality of their friends ;' they have a fmall but 
feemingly well-chofen family of houfe-fervants^ 
and are flocked with every thing without doors 
« well as li^lthin, which can be neceffary for 
their comfort ; every diing in and about the^ 
houfe was finifhed at Arundel's cxpcnce ; their 
plate, linen and equipage were given them by 
Lord S. and the Admiral has ftorcd their cd^ 
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lars ; they have a very ne^t and modeft poft- 
chaife with a pair of horfes, and Jane, who is 
an admirable rider, has a fevorite mare for the 
fide-faddle^i which her beloved purchafed in 
the neighbourhood. . All thefe things we faw^ 
not ornitting the minuteft article ; judge with 
what traniport I furveyed this prelude to 
their happinefs, but you can have no idea of the 
effcft it had upon my father* Oh ! my dear 
Madam, he is a new man, and hi feems as if 
he was tranfplanted into a new wory-— Where 
have I been, he cries, all this while, and what 
have I been doing ? Thi§ is happinefe; this 
is the true ambition ; what a phantom have I 
been following I-^He obftrvcd to me in a 
whifper, that this was the very houfe in die 
world to charm you above all the palaces of 
the gzwit. ' Oh that (he was ' here prefent ! 
added be, and then he declared to me, that as 
foon as he was blefled with your fociety agaiij, 
lie would retire to the country, new model his 
family by reducing the fcale, and difpofe of 
bis houfe in town, and," if you approved of itj 
of his villa ^o : he is charmed with Mort- 
^kf^ and applauds Lady Jane to th^ ikies. 
As X we were winking down the garden towards 

the 
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the river, on our return, he drew me afide to 
cxprefs how delighted he was with the fcenc 
o( happinefs he had been furveying, and what 
joy it gave him to refleft that I Ihould have fuch 
an .amiable couple for my near neighbours and 
infeparable friends; he then afked me if! ap- 
proved of his requefting Mortlake to come to 
Spring Grove to perform a ceremony for me 
and Arundel, whidi he hoped would take 
place in a few days. I faid that I fuppofcd 
Arundel would fctde that with his friend. — 
No, no, he replied, y6u may depend upon it he 
ivill not entrench upon the lady's prerogative - 
in that particular, but there can be no doubt 
of its being a moft acceptable ckokc to him, 
and therefore with your leave I will make die 
requeft both to Mortlake and Lady Jane, the 
"firft opportunity 1 have of ipeaklng to them a- 
part; I hope they will not much regret the trou- 
ble of a fliort journey upon foch an occalion : 
but upon (eoond thoughts, added he, perhaps 
it is a compliment that in the firft place fhould 
be offered to Sir Jofeph Arundel, diough I 
fvfpc&. there is not the greateft harmony in 
diat quarter; however I will confult with 
Arundel before I take any ftep in the matter ^ 

L 4 indeed 
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indeed if my old tutor the Dean had been now 
living, I know not how I coiild hare pa0ed 
him over, but his death leaves me free from 
any other obligations, and by the way, Louifa, 
I have now a donative to di^fe o^ which his 
deceafe has vacated, that would exactly fit this 
amiable young man, and being one of thofe 
douceurs in the church, which are not attended 
with the cure of fouls, it can in no cafe detach 
him from his rcfidcnce here, Wlrat fay you 
to this, my dear ? you have all been making 
wedding prefents, may I not, throw m mine 
axnongfl the reft ? Had I been in office I muft 
have attended to the demands of ihtereft, now 
it is in my power to indulge the impulfe of 
friendfhip.— -Is not this a moft pleafing inftancc 
of a mind awakened to its genuine fenfibility ? 
Can I give you a better pi^oof of a temper 
happily reformed ? Oh ! my beloved mother. 
Providence will repay your fufferings j there 
is happinefs yet in flore for you ; the hour, I 
hope, is approaching fafl, when I fhall preft 
you to my grateful heart and feel the prefTurc 
of your fond prote6ting arms : widi what ten- 
derjiefk did my Arundel talk of you this 
morning as we converfed together in our 

walk 
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vra3k before breaks ! It is not in my power 
to convey to you the half of what he laid 
with any juftice to his fentiments^ and if I 
could repeat his words^ it would be impoISble 
to repeat his itianner^ wluch is fb peculiarly 
his own. I muft not however oniit to tell you, 
that amongft other kindnefles he offered to 
bring me to you as foon as we were married 
^r the purpofe of efcordng you home> and I 
ihould add that my father has fignified his in-* 
tention of coming to you in perfon, as fbon as 
that event has taken place : teU me^ therefore^ 
if it will be agreeable to you that Arundel and 
I ihould accompany him on the journey ; be 
aifured it will afibnl us unfeigned pleafure. 

I muft now bring my joirrnal to a conciu-» 
fion^ becauie I make a point of dating from 
this place^ and our departure is fixt for to^' 
morrow immediately after the weddings that 
we may reach "Spring^ Grove before night. 
Arundel goes with us, and my father brought 
his coach that we might have his company by 
the way : when our ceremony has tajccn place 
we fhall fet off for Arundel Houfe; — Oh Hea- 
vens r my dear mother, my heart palpitates 
with alarms, which I cannot defcribej yet 
Arundel is tender, there is mercy in his eyesi 

X 5 I love, 
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I tevc, I dolit Yipon fiim to d^a^tion ; why 
Ihauld I dread what I fo much defire ? why 
im I in thdc terrors ? 

You know my friend Jane> amongft t thou^-^ 
i[and other agremens^ has a talent for poetry $ 
you have feen ftwne fpecimens of her vcrfes t 
whte I Was it M<Ktlake*s library this morning^^ 
is my &ther was expatiating upon tlie charms 
of retirement aod tranquiUtQr in ibch a de* 
li^tful fpot^ Mortlake fecretly put into my 
band a copy of the fdiowing little poem ad- 
^rcfled to Sditude, which with great difficulty 
he hid per&aded Jane to let him traQfcribe«r— 
l-givc thefe lines to your Ladyihip, faid he^ 
alSured that you will prize them for the fake 
of the beloved author. — I fend them to you> 
my dear mother^ as i think the general fenti- 
ment is of that mcnral and contemplative cs&^ 
that win harmonize with your ieelings in your 
prefent iblitude» 

To S O L I T TJ D !• 

V O Solitude ! to vohoftjerene ahds 
*;' The Hermit files to commune with bis Goiy 
" Where iuried injome deep emd/tlent glen 
I' Shuddering be ^its the guilty buunts tfmen^ 
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'^ JVitb thee md thf dear partner $fmy ^^ 
Far 9 far from mad amhiHmf s fir^e^ 
Here kt me dwell ^ fend andfidtifid wfe. 

" NoHUtyy thou empty ^ borrowed nam^, 

^' I leave tbeefcnr/ubjhntialy f^lf^earrCdfamfw 

^^ Andye^ that on the painted wing 

" Flutter awbikj then fie tbeJUng, 

^ Te inJeB trib^ rfple4^es pty, 

" J hfi^ your J&nfy forms awa^j 
'< JSitgrne^ imperti^enis I ymi've had ymr day^ 

^^ Tbouy Solitude J art contemplation^ i friend^ 

•* On thee the rational delights attends 
** No gilded chariot haunts tby doory 
*^ No flambeaus blaze ^ no drunkards roar^ 
^^ No rattling dice, no daflmtg fooords^ 
** Nofquandringfody m wretch that boards^ 

'* No lorJfy beggars and no beggared lords. 

^ Andy deceitful world I too well I know 
•* How little worth is all thou can'Jt befiow^t 
The reputation of a day^ 
Which the neiH morning takes aooayy, 
The flattery that beguiles the ear^ 
** The bypocrite*s fffitious teary 
Tbeje thou can' ft give, tbis femblanco: thou cairtft 
^ wear^ 
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whom you repaid for patronizing you in po- 
verty by a moft virulent oppofition to him, 
when by .the yfhc^i of fortune you had been 
thrown into Parliament. 

What notions ipufl: yoi^ have entertained of 
your own confequence, when you could pro- 
pofe yourfclfus a rival to Sir George Revel; 
.and where muft have been your fenfcs, when 
,the way you took to recomqaend youriejf to 
the daughter was by offering jynfults to the fa^ 
tlier ? 

The bloody triumph you have h^ m^ jbe 
matter of ejfultation to you^ and ywr unclf 
John and other ferocious cQii)panians> wha 
make war their trade^ and glory in the Qaug^<- 
ter of th^ir fellow-creatures j byt to me> wbp 
jam a preacher of peace, it is horrible in tte 
extremes and it becomes my melaacholy duly 
as a parent to make an .efFor|, however hope- 
lefs> for awakening your confcience -to a fe^fe 
of thefp enomwtiesv befeechijig I^eaven to turn 
your heart; to repentance a^nd aveft t;he judgr 
jnent, which maift odjierwifc overtake y(H^ 
So pray§.yo\ir unh^j^y fasher^ 

Jaw£P« Akunp]?l^. 
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LETTER XCIU, 

... * - k 

Frmois U Sir J$fBph Arundel. . 


AniQdeliioiire.. 

^HAT I have been ccxhpdled into a duel 
with Sir George Revel is true, but that I 
have his blood upon my confcience is not a 
fadt^ as that gentleman is out of danger from 
his wounds i neither will I believe, were I at 
liberty to espkinallthe motives, which necef- 
Stated me to meet his fword> that even you 
would condemn me for the confcquencesj^ had 
they been as fatal as you fuppofe. 

Surely> Sir> it is the part of every one who 
jixlg(es anocher to bear before he condemn^ 
and I humbly conceive diat paternal juftice is 
not fingiy exempt £bom that ob%atlbn i yet I 
have repeatedly fallen under your feniience 
upon informatioa only ; I fliall therefore be 
filent fiom appeal, and kaw my chai*0»£i;er to 
%6ak for itfelf : when you zxt dilpcrfed to think 
»Qre fevotably of tneb it (hattbe from convic- 
tion 
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tion otfz&s, and not from pleas aod remoa- 
ftranccs on my part. 

It may very well appear prefufnptuous in 
me to afpire to the daughter of die Earl of G. 
and yet if the fucceis of that prefunapdon is 
any anfwer to the chaige of adfurdity which 
you impute to me^ you wilt find it in the let* 
ter which I have the honor to ihcloie to you,, 
from the fadier of that la4y. I am^ &c. Scc^ 


LETTER XCIV- 

The Earl of G^ td Sir Jbjc^h JrundeL 

T F you are as fenfible of the unparalleled 
merits of your excellent fbn, as every one 
who knows him is, you wiU allow that I have 
great caufeto pride myfelf in the hope I enter* 
tain of being foon to participate with you in 
the honor and hapf^neis of calling him fon. 

The love, which my daughter conceived for 
this amiable youth from the iirit day (he faw 

him> 
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him, the very high opinion which Lady G. 
hath ever had of his charafter, and the very 
delicate and honorable manner in which he 
has behaved towards me and mine under cir- 
cumftances the moft trying, cruel and unjuft, 
from which nothing but his own true courage 
and the hand of. Providence over his life could 
have protefted him, have all confpired to open 
my eyes to his uncommon merit, and to roufc 
me from a ddufion I reflefb upon with fliame 
and remorie. 

As you and I have be6n old friends, I hope 
this alliance will not make us lels cordial than 
be^re^ but I muft ingenuoufly fay this will 

^ entirely depend upon the meafiire of your a& 
fedion to a moil excellent fon ; for I fhould 
think it unpardonable if you, who are his fa- 
ther by nature, ihould love hini lefs than I who 

' am only his fether by law, 

I have the honor to be, Sir» &c. &c« 
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Captain John to Sir Jo/eph ArundcL 


Brother Jossph^ , 

^ HO UGH I am your younger broAiov 
and underftand Wiyf^ weQ enough to 
know 1 can't argue wkh you in tlie way of 
learning, yet I bcKcvc I know a Iktlc of wfcit 
is cafied common fenle, and I h<^ I am not 
totally Ignorant of what is caHcd common juf- 
licc J though I am as you fi^y one of thofe^^- 
*4imis peopJe, who make «w thm^ trade. 

I don't know what you nriean by a trade, 
brother, but I hope it ts a trade I need not, be 
afhamed ofi and as for what I have earned by 
it, which is no trifle, I let you know that I 
intend to leave it all to your fon, unlefs you 
can point out to me any honefter or worthier 
man in the King of England's^ dominions. 

h^ fereciotis as you may think me, I hope I 
* have 
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have more human nature in my heart than to 
write to my fon, if I had one, as you have 
wrote to Frank. Before you find fault, brother 
Jofeph, why don*t you ftop to find whei« the 
fault lies ? I believe that is juftice, and I am 
miftakcn if it is not Chriftianity into the bar- 
gain, 

I don't mean to ofFend you, do you fee^ 
thereby I am bruftiing out to fea again, and 
lik^ enough may never fet eyes on you again s 
therefore take what I (ay in good part, for I 
am a plain man, and neither mean to flatter or 
afiront- any man, much lefi a brother. 

• Frank is a going to be married to my Lady 
Louifa G. and I am forry I can't wait to fee 
the laft hand put to the job $ but as war is a 
trade, you know, brother, it is a trade that 
muft be followed or loft: however I have left 
my blefling with him, and my will into the 
bargain, neither of which will, I hope, do him 
any harm, if I don't live to come back again« 
_ I don't find fault with your preaching peace, 
brother Jofeph, and I can't fee why you 
Ihould be angry with me for followbg war^ 
when I am bid to do it, in the defence of my 

country i 
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country : if it was not for fome of wsferccicus 
animals, who venture our lives for Old Eng- 
land, I queftion if you peaceable folks would 
have a church over your heads to fay your 
prayers in. 

Farewell, brother Jofeph> I have wrote you 
a monftrous long letter, but take it in good 
part I when you preach up peace, remember 
to pra&ife it i blefs God for the good fon he 
has given you, and add a little ejaculation^ 
when you are about it, for 

YourferodcuSf 
Though afiedbionate brother^ 

John Arukdsju 
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LETTER XCVL 
Lady Loutfa G. to the CQuntefs rf G, 

Spring Crove. 

'VT'ESTERDAY was the aulpkious day 
that united Lady Jane to her beloved 
Mortlakey and tranfported me to this place 
with my beloved Arundel. We all attended 
the happy couple to the altar, where the cere- 
mony was performed by a neighbouring clergy- 
man, an old fifiehd of the houfe of Arundel. 
Jane deported herfclf with all the fortitude and 
compofurc in the world, and made her relpon- 
fcs audibly and firmly : not quite fo her elpouf- 
cd; and as for poor me, I trembled moft in- 
continently, and whenever my eye caught a 
glimpfe of Arundel, there were no bounds to 
«iy tremor. Awfiil as the ceremony is in it- 
(elf, and more particularly fo as it appeared to 
ttit when deciding upon the fate of a beloved 
friend, yet^ to my (hame, I confefs I was more 
dian once moft £uUy put to k to keep my 
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countenance, when the old Admiral roared out 
the rcfponfes fo much above the key-note of 
the clerk, and the reft of us, who made up the 
congregation, that I and even Arundel him- 
felf were forced to cram our handkerchiefs 
into our mouths, elpccially as the good man 
was not always very corrcft, and occafionally 
took fomc fmall liberties with the text, pard^ 
cularly where the miniftcr repeated — Be, unt& 
them a tower of Jlrength—th^ Admiral fung 
out in a voice of thunder, as if he was upon 
his own quarter-deck. From the face cf aUoar^ 
enemies — at which moment I am perfuaded he, 
had a fide-way hit at the French and Spa- 
niards, for his voice was not only particularly 
exalted, but there was an energy in his tone, 
which convinces me he had them in hisi 
thoughts: he had a large folio prayer-book: 
Ipread before him and a huge pair of ipcc-, 
tacles on his nofe, which made him as irre-N 
fiftible to the fight as to the hearing. 

After the ceremony was <jyer we repaired^ 
to the parfonagcj where an elegant little col- 
lation was fet out in the library^ apd here 
with tears of joy I embraced and congratulate- 
cd my^ beloved lady Jane Mordake: LordS* 
♦ and 
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afid the Admiral were lettmg off for Londpn' 
as well as ourfclves, fo that we all parted 
from the bride and bridegroom, at the fame 
moment. Alas ! the fortitude, which my 
poor Jane had exerted at the altar, here for- 
look her at the momenr, whctt fhe found her- 
fcl^ perhaps, for the laft time (which Heaven 
avert !) in die arms of her beloved brother.—- 
Oh, my dear, dear Archibald, fhe cried, may 
the God of all mercies preferve thee from* 
deadi> and give thee viftory in battle \ Go, my 
hero ! go to certain conqueft, and let not my 
fond weakncfe unman thee; thy fitter fhall 
pray for thee, Mortlake Ihall put up his 
prayers to that gracious Being, whofe blef-* 
ling is upon us in this moment of our union, . 
and who wiB not refufe the petitions of his faith- 
ful fervant— And oh, my father and my friend,^ 
Ike added, (throwing her arms round the neck^ 
of the gallant Admiral, who ftooped to em- 
brace her) may you return with frefh laurels, 
to the joy of your friends here prefent, and' 
to the glory of your country ! She now threw., 
hcrfetf down on the couch, whilft tears fbch 
as heroes Ihed fell from the eyes of the de- 
parting warriors. — Let us feize this moment 

and 


240 A. R U N D E L. 

and be gone, faid my father; Mr. Mortlakc, 
we beg you will ftay with your lady, and take 
no further notice of us.- — The word was in- 
ftantly obeyed by all; Arundel took my hand, 
the Admiral put his arm under the Earl's, and 
my father led the way: we threw ourfelvcs 
without ceremony into our refpeftive car- 
riages, and were whirled away with a rapidity, 
which thofe who have not travelled poft in 
England have no idea of. 

Thus is grief compounded in our brighteft 
joys, and the cup of blefling is for ever daflied 
with tears. — My father firft broke filence, by 
dcfiring us to take our own con verfation with- 
out regarding him, as he (hould amufe himfelf 
with his own thoughts and refleftions upon the 
fcenes he had left behind, without interrupt- 
ing us in our difcouffe : Confider yourfelves, 
jmy dear . children^ faid he, as man and wi£r 
deft, talk over your own litdc projects, follow 
your own inclinations, your endearments, your 
fondneiles to each other, as if nobody was 
po-efent, or at moft an old nurfe, who will only 
drop a fait tear over your carefles, and chuckle 
at the happineis of her beloved biding. 

Having;fo faid, tie took the hand of Aruiadel 

and 
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and drew him to that fide rf the coach where 
1 was feated by myfclf, ftretching himfelf 
over the back feat at the fame time> in an atti*. 
tude as if he was going to fleep. — My fweet 
Louifa, fays Arundel, fince your father is no 
longer prefent, I muft give fome vent to my 
heart, by telling you how deeply it is aifFedted 
by his goodnefs to us both ; the honor he has 
done me by this vifit, the confidence he repolcs 
in me on all occafions, and the happinefs he 
has ihowered.upon xnc in blefling me with all 
my foul holds dear on this fide heaven, have 
raifed emotions in my heart, that I (hall never 
be in a capacity of doing juftice toj you, 
my charmer, muft find occafion for telling 
him how truly I revere and love him -, I know 
no other way of exprefling my gratitude to 
him, but by my everlailing devotion to his 
lovely daughter. 

My father took my hand, and joining it to 
Arundel's, tenderly pronounced a blefling up- 
on .us, and as. my head reclined on Arundel's 
flioulder, contemplated us with a look of infi-^ 
nite fenfibility and afieftion. We then by de- 
grees fell into difcourfe upon the happy event! 
of the morning, and of Jane's folemn and com- 
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poftd lichaviourat the akar, with which my 
fether was greatly ftruck, but owned that the 
Admirars reiponfes put his muicles to the 
trial : he demanded of me, if I thought I could 
(land the oiEce as heroically as fhe did; I 
ihook my head and Arundel fmiled upon me 5 
he then began to praife her to the ikies for 
her noble qualities, and declared he was never 
more aSe6ted than by her manner of parting 
from her brother ; my father was no lels warm 
in his encomiums upon Mortlake, which made 
Arundel's fine eyes gliften with delight: we 
talked over their whole eftablifliment, and my 
father was in raptures whilft he expatiated on 
the Paradife, as he called it, in which they 
were placed, faying to Arundel with a iinile— 
The only fault I can find with you, fon Arun-' 
del, is, that you are too. rich* — This put me 
in mind of Jane's addrefs to Solitude, which 
I fent you in my laft letter, and having a copy 
in my pocket-book, I made Arundel read the 
lines aloud ; by fuch an audience the beloved 
author was fure to be applauded. 
. • We next amufed ourfclves with planning 
projects of improvements at Arundel Houie^ 
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in which I ftiffly contended for the aotienC 
lares, which to my tafte were infinitely more 
venerable than all the extravagancies of mo- 
dern foppery in brick and plaifteri fome- 
thing I allowed might be admitted without 
violating their prerogative, but ftill i thou^t 
the line was to be followed which they poant^^ 
cd out^ and in this Arundel a^eed with me» 
My father obfervcd that he fcemed to be very 
well eftablifhed in point of fervants, and for 
his part he could not fee any occaiion he had 
to encreafe them : Arundel acknowledged that 
he did not think it could add to our hi^pi^ 
ncfs to be encumbered with a veiy numerous 
fuite of idlers, and feemed to appffy to me for 
my opinion inlthe matter. I toH him that my 
notions of domeftic oeconomy had been formed 
upon your leilbns and inftruiStions repeatedly 
imprinted on my thoughts^ and confirmed by 
what litde judgment and experience I could 
boaft ofj fo that I was at no lols to exprefs my« 
felf without hefitation on the fubjeft. I fet.out 
by fayingy that as I wifhed to acquit myfelf as 
became the miftrefs of his family, it was the firft 
point with me to have my houfekold upon iliclt* 
A fcale as I could compleady fuperintend and 
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manage; if I had a parcel of fuperfluous and 
kUc people about me, how could I undertake 
for this ? I would wifli my hufband in the firft 
place to take an exaft computation of his in-^ 
cooie». clear and uilencumbered ^s it came into 
his hands ^ upon that computation I would 
have him lay down his general fcale of ex- 
pence^ and regulate every article of it, as far 
as coiild be done upon previous calculation ; 
upon this iherc ought to be a confiderable 
balance for contingencies of various ibrts^ 
&cfa as bwlding, improving, bounties, and 
a long lift of unforefcen demands upon his 
tafte or charity. Beyond this income, be it 
what it may, T would on no account fuifer 
my expcncits to ga> wherever they threa- 
ttoed to exceed it, the reform muft be im- 
mediate and cfFcdual; for there could . be 
na peace in my mind while his fortune was di- 
minifljing, and the > greater that fortune was, 
the greater woaW be my felf-reproach for fo 
incxculable a walftc of it. That niere parade 
I detefted from nny heart, and next to gaming 
I held elcdkioneering^ as -a moft unjuftifiable 
and fenfelels profufion of property. That I 
took the oppGortunity now to fay in the moft - 

peremptory 


ARUNDEK H5 

peremptory manner, and I hoped my &-» 
ther, who heard me lay it, would not diC- 
commend me for it, that I would aWolutely 
not confent to accept a fingle diamond from 
the hands of ArundcK — Here Arundel ftared* 
and my father nodded aflent with a fmile of ap- 
probation. — ^As for plate, I perceived he had 
enough of it, and equipage to pleale me muft 
be as (Imple and unpretending as pofllble. I 
wiihed to rival no lady, pure or impure, in 
tfae fplendor of her carriage. I was too proud 
to pique myielf upon fuch diftindions, for the 
merit of which I-was to refort to Long-acre. 
The chief part of our time, money and atten*. 
tion woidd, I hoped, be addrefled to die 
country, and thei^e I fhould wifh to be carry-- 
ing on a conflant and gradual improvement, 
rather than a rapid and e^penfive one; not 
only as it would be a lafling pleafure to us, 
who were occupied in it, but as it would give 
a more permanent employment to our labo-^ 
rious poor; of them I fhould be ambitious bf 
colie<5ting a colony about me, lodged in- ccin-*' 
ftrtable cottages within my eye, And not 
driven into holes and corners of the earth to 
make room fi>r my unfocial and tyrannical 
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ideas of monopolizing a whole country for 
what is falfcly called ornament and profpedl 5 
theit habitations would be the bed ornament 
of ray proipeft, their population my pride, 
and the contemplation of their comforts my 
reward. — Here Arundel in an ecftacy of joy 
threw his arms round my neck and fmothercd 
me with kif&s. My father. clapt his hands 
as it were involuntarily together, and ex- 
claimed aloud. That's right, my dear Arun- 
del, Ihe challenges your love. — ^Thefe . tender 
and encouraging careffes prompted me to pro- 
ceed yet fordicr, and I rcfumed my difcourfc 
in fubflance as fellows t'— R^ularity in hours 
18 eflential to the good order and comfprt of a 
&mily i in the country there is no excufe for 
not con&rming to it, neither can I by any 
means approve of thofe fine people, who 
adopt their London hours in their country 
houie3, putting their neighbours who, vifit 
them either out of their own habits and cuf- 
toti;iSj or (which is worfe) teaching them to 
cc^y bdd examples, and fo corrupting the 
iimplicify of manners, fo well becoming their 
condition and fertune. This is a thing that I 
9b0minates.it is founded in afieftadon of 

high 
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hi^ life ; the very people who adopt it fuSer 
by it; it is iinfocial, infulting and ridiculous 
in the extreme. No one can contend that it 
is a better diftribution of a day in fummer 
(which is generally the feafon when the rich 
retire into the country) to rife in the heat of 
the forenoon, take cur exercife in the mid- 
day, and dedicate the refrefhing hours of 
evening to the indolence and luxury of the 
table. Surely fuch an arrangement of hours 
is the reverfc of every thing that pleafure 
would teach us, were we to confult no other 
guide i but there are a thoui(and • other rea- 
fons agaii^ it, which are aggravations of its 
abfurdity. As for my table, I would cau* 
tioufly avoid that overbearing fplendori which 
feems more calculated to dilplay my own- 
coniequenccj- dian to contribute to the com- 
fort of my guefts. I would wifli to do no- 
thing that Ihould pique my neighbours of 
inferior fortune into emulation, or provoke, 
their envy : I would keep an uniform table^ 
in which comfort (hould be chiefly confidered 
and elegance by no means overlooked; all 
fhould be welcome, and fet dinners as much as 
poiTible avoided: my fupreme focial delight 
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would be to engage fuch a party of amiable 
aad entertaining people within nay own family 
circle as would make the hours^ that we 
palTed within doors^ both lively and improv- 
ing ; men and women of -elegant minds, peo- 
ple of talents, eminent artifts, reipeftable fo- 
rtigjiers, pleafant and good-natured compa- 
nion^, who have the faculty of exhilarating 
Giir convivial hours, are thofe whofe fociety I 
fhoiild covet, and the happy eafe with which 
we have at laft learnt to live with each otfier 
vnder the fame rooii would leave me ftiil at 
my kifure for all thp demands which the care 
,of my family might have upon me in die 
. rpean time* Upon this fyftem I do not fee 
any opening in a man of fortune's timi for 
^he infipid diflipations of a liftlefs life, for the 
deljperate refource of gaming, for. the pei-pe- 
tual hurry of journies from place to place, for 
the whim of a racehorfe, or even the din of a 
pack of hounds. What an endlcfs fund of 
amufing occupation is there in a domeftic 
farm I Whilft my hulband fuperintended the 
more interefting concerns of ftock and culti- 
vation, I could find perpetual employment in 
the fmaller departments -, and i think there is 

nothing 
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nodiing would give mc fuch health and plea- 
fiire as to be fo engaged. I Ihould regret the 
day, when I was to quit my dairy for London 
and the drawing-room— And now methinks I 
muft have pretty well wearied you both with 
my reveries. 

They were fo polite as to affure me they 
were by no means tired of liftening to mei 
and Arundel, with an air of the greatdl fince^ 
rity, protefted, that he had {tt down cvery^ 
word in his memory, and would feithfully 
adhere to it, by adopting my fyftem witJt the 
ftrifteft conformity to every nrie. 

Thus,, my dear mpther, our time mienfibljr 
paffed away, whilft we were rapidly approach- 
ing to our journey*s end, which fet us fafely 
down at Spring Grove before the darknefi 
overtook us, where, after a night of happy re- 
pofe, in which the events q{ the day were 
compounded into a dream, wherein my hap- 
pinefs was painted afrefti in all the wild and 
glowing colours of romantic fancy, I arofe to 
execute this pleaiing tafk, and: then to realize 
Ac vifibns of the night by flying into die arms 
oflovt and Arundel.. Farewell.. 

Mi letter: 
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LETTER XCVIL 


Arundel tQ Cbarks Mortlake. 


Spring Grove«^ 

UXORIOUS Mordake, if thou canft 
fpare a moment from the enchanting arms 
ef thy adored wife, give thine ear to a lover> 
happy in his approach to the blefling he is 
eagerly expefting, and yet tantalized by that 
happinels from not having poffeffed it,, as thou 
baft thine : I will not long entrench upon thy 
tranlports* 

To a married eai* I can fay vmft than I 
would commit to the inflammable brain of a 
bachelor, asv thou waft a day or two ago. 

This lovely creature charms me into ^hren- 
2yi. I am in a ftate of mentd intoxicadonr 
with the fondneis Ihe beftows upon me. I 
have a thoufand minds to tell her fairly that I 
cannot, that I will not bear it. What does 
Ihe think of me ? Oh Heavens ! Ihe thinks 
neither of me,, nor of hcrfclf. How ihould I 
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txptdi mercy when flie has none , for her own 
feelings! We mull be married without the 
conveyancers; the law crawls like die tortoifci. 
we fly towards the gpal like the nimhle har« in. 
the fable. — Carry not my allulion any further,. 
Mortlake, for we will not halt by the way -, at 
kaft if human rcfolution can hold out againft 
more than human beauty, againft more than: 
human paffion. 

There 1 now fhe will not let me write ta 
tiiee^ Looky where it comes again f — ^Was that 
all you came for?-* Oh Louifa, thou, haft a 
fcul of love embodied in the moft attradive 
form of beauty — Enchantrefs, Syren, Witeh ! 
why did you put on that alluring <liihabille ? 
why did you difpofe your auburn -locks, in 
thofe enfnaring ringlets ? what means that 
negligent fimplicity, thathalf-difcoverihg, half- 
concdaling veil, that only hid^s the forfece not 
the fhape of your fwelling bolbm*, the very 
model of perfeiStion, into which my fcnfes fink 
even on the very fight? She has fet my hand 
t trembling, and I cannot proceed- 

Oh Heavens ! the- angel form is here agaihi, 
and now fhe comes to didtate to- me; I amt<>. 
take up my pen and write whilft Ihe hovera^ 
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over me— It is impoflfible, my charming Lou- 
ifa, whilft you (land within my reach in that 
alluring attitude j if you mean me to be your 
Icribc you muft not come within the glance of 
my eyes; poll yourfclf in that chair behind 
me, and then begin with your inftruftions. 

You are to tell Lady Jane.Mortlake, that 
XiOuiia cannot write to her, and yet fhe expeds 
to be written to. — ^o much for her Ladyfliip's 
modefty.— She demands of me if I have not 
fomething to fay to you about your coming 
hither. — ^Ah ! what a blunder have I commit- 
ted ! ' that was only a hint for my private ear^ 
and not to be committed to your's. — She 
bkiflies to the eyes, and infills lipon my llrik- 
ing it outs for it alludes to oui: wedding, 
which I .mull plainly tell you Hands for this 
day fe*nnight, fo jiow you muft concert with 
Lady Jane accordingly : I own I wifli it very 
fincerely, and if without particular inconveni- 
ence to yoxir lady or yourfelf you could cotth 
ply -Mxh my rcquell, I 0iould be happy that 
the fiiend of my heart would tie that indil£>» 
hible band, which I mean to keep for ever fa- 
ered and inviolate. This is in fubftahce what 
(the lovely blulhes on the cheeks of my Louifa 
2 ' ineaai 
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mean to diftate to me; you, who have feat 
^em, know their eloqvje'iice, and I dare be- 
lieve will not prove yourfelf infenfiblc to their 
perlliafion.. 

When I aflc her whiat fhe has elfe in charge 
to her beloved friend, ihe fays fhe will truft 
me with no more mefl^ges, aind bids me leave 
off writing. — What miifl I do ? wh^ wbuld 
you do in the like gafe ? — Obey : friendfhip> 
give place ! O love, what a monopolizer art 
thou ! * Farewell. 
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Lady Jane Mortlake io Lady Louifa (?. 

T N the maidenifti fimpUcity of my heart I 
proniifed you a long letter, but I muft 
break my word with you. Out of aU the 
many injunftions which you laid upon me I 
can obey one only, and that is— literally to 
write and no moire. I kAow my dear Louifa 
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will be in a pet with me, but I will leave it to 
time to apdiogize for my indolence; before 
many days come to an end' you may have 
fympathctic motives for acquitting me^ 

I am lure Mr. Mordake will obey the call 
of his friencd and come to you at Spring Grovc„ 
when the happy day is fixt ; but I rather think 
I muft forego the undertaking, elpecially as; 
you will come down to Arundel Houfe on the 
day of your marriage,, and to that refolution 1 
would advile you to adhere^. * 

But b rfiis the languid ftile I fhould ufe tra 
my Louifa ? No^ I will n<^ clofe my letter till 
I aflure you, gratefully a£Rire you, every prof- 
peft of happinels opens upon me — cxccis of 
it you know,, niy dear,, will overpower the fpi- 
rits, and even force us to put on the very 
fymptoms of Ibrrow* I am charmed withi 
every thfng about me ; external comforts for- 
round me in abundance y 

But I have thai within which fajfeth Jhew.. 

• • • r 

Thefc arc but the fymphonies (if I may fo call 
Aem) the accompanimems of diat fuperior 
ftrain of harmony,, which breathes in every 
look, aftion, and endearing movement of my 

beloved 
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beloved Mortlakc; fuch a heavenly temper 
beams upon me, fuch a gay, ferene and placid 
mind, afFeftions fo inexpreffibly tender, fuch 
love, ilich ardour j oh, my Louifa, what a trea- 
fiire krh I blelTed with in this ineftimable man \ 
As for his underftanding, it feems to me like 
an exhauftleis mine of the pureft ore ; he and 
your matchlefs Arundel have not nrdfpent the 
early morning of their life in diiTipation and 
intemperance, but with a prudent forecaft 
have been lloring up refources for the even- 
ing of their day> for the night„ wherein no one 
can work. 

In a very few days I hope I (hall begin ta 
apportion out my time upOh lyftem, and regu- 
late both my litde family and myfdf : I da 
not mean to engrofa my huiband's hours fo 
entirely, as not to leave him a part of the day 
in which his library fhall be unapproachable 
by me s I fhould be unpardonable were I ta 
break in upon duties of fo ferious a nature as 
belong to his function, and to which he is fy 
conicientioufly devoted i. his ftudies therefore 
have a claim upon him which P fhall hold as 
facredy and thofe hours I (hall pafi in my dt>- 
meftic employmentst. aiid^ whoi dicy do nor 
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call upon me> m fuch reading as he ihall re«- 
Commend for iaftruftion or amitfement. But 
when m addition to thofe reiources I caft my 
cjrea upon thofe neij^bouring turrets,, whichi 
will foon be occujned by 'the friend of myr 
hearty what is there wanting to compleat my 
profpeft ? what but to merit a coiuinuance of 
tliefe bleflings by gratitude to the God whoE. 
beftaws thcni i FarewelL 


LETTER XCIX.. 

• ■ 

Sir Jo/gpb Jrundd td the Eari of Gl, 

'fT'HE rcf|)cft, with which I have ever looked^ 
up to your Lordfliip, and the devatedl 
rank in which you fland, would never have 
permitted me to think of an alliance widi your 
&mily but as the moft improbable of all events^, 
had not your letter informed me diat an union 
]between your amiable nobk daughter and mjr 

Son 
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fan is likely fbon to take place, under ^h^ 
fandion of your confcnt and good liking. ^ ; 

My Lord> I am at a lofs what words to ufe 
upon this occafion : I cannot deny that I have 
fccn fome particulars of Mr. Arundel's ^ron- 
du6l with an eye of difpleafure, and I have 
given him my fatherly reproof accordingly : 
of this fort have been his deportnoent in Par- 
liament, and his duel with Sir George Revel $ 
I confefs I wrote harflily to him on thofe to* 
^ pics if but I will not be obilinate againft convic- 
tion I I may have been noifin&rmed, nay more 
than that, I may have erred in judgment ^ ipuc 
tny intentions have been fincere. You arc; 
plealed to take his defence very warmly upon 
yourielf^ and your words muft ever have the 
greateft weight with nqe j ftrongcr proof can* 
not be given of the confidence you have in 
him than that you have thought him worthy 
of being honored with the hand of Lady Lou* 
ifa, ypur only child: this is a teftimony as 
honorable to him as it is unekpedted by me, 
and above all hope of mine. 

My Lord, I am ii fequeftered man and 
move in a very private Iphcrei a title indeed 
has defcended upon me, but it has defcended 
empty i it did not pleafe my brother Francis, 

living 
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Jiving or dying, to take any notice of me, and 
I am given to underftand by my brother John, 
that no part of his fpoils are likely to be be- 
llowed on me : thefe accumulations center in 
my fbn ; his fortune is ample and independent, 
and therefore as he does not want my help, I 
the lefs wonder at the contempt he fhews for 
my opinions or advice : it is from your Lord- 
fhip I Icam the honor and happinels which 
await him. 

But though I have thus detached myfelf 
from the world and all its ambition, yet I am 
a man, and have the feelings of a man, and 
confiftently with thole feelings it will be im- 
poinble for me to prefent my neglefted per&n 
at the haughty doors of that unbrotherly man-^ 
fion, whofe owner never permitted me to enter 
them, nor gave me the welcome I had a right 
to expeft. This I flatter myfelf will appear 
fo natural to your Ix)rdlhip, that you will al- 
low it a lufficient excufe for my feeming omif- 
fion, if I do not pay that refped to Lady Lou- 
ifa in her married ftate, which as your Lord- 
fliip's daughter I have ever entertained for her. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

Joseph Arundel, 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R C. 


Mortlaki to jfrundeL 


T HAVE received yow fummons and fhall 
fly to obey it with every ardent wifli, with ' 
every anxioiis prayer for your happinefs ; it is 

. my lot to have been the objeft of the marriage 
ceremony before I have been the performer of 
it in right of my fundion 5 may the com* 
mencement be au^icious ! 

My dear Arundel, it is now the firft time 
in my remembrance, that whilft writing to you 

« I have paufed upoii my pen, and found that 
my mind would not fomilh words to fupply 
it The faA is, my imagination is locked up 

. by r^pletipn, fo many grateful thoughts throng 
and ^reis upon it at the fame moment, that 
knguage cannot extricate them: you have 
ihowered down benefits upon your friend fb 
&ft, that though I am in no danger of forget** 
ing them, I am in no capacity of particulariz- 
ing them. Wherever my eye goes, it meets 
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Ibme remembrancer of your friendly gencro* 
fity : if I furvey my houfe, if I walk into my 
garden, if my fight is jdirefted to my church, 
I fay within myfelf, O Arundel ! fbefe are thy 
wcrks: but there is yet another objeft, on 
whom my eyes reft with peculiar fondnefs, one 
dear to my fight and in her per/on lovely ^ of 
whom I can with truth pronounce, diis blcf- 
. fing is the gift of Arundel — ^And as thy ^ft 
I will preferve and prize it j I will lodge it in 
my heart, cheriih it with imabating fpnd2ieis> 
love,. Watch and tenderly pip'fefl: it. Yes, may 
the God whom I adore forfake me,: when I 
wrong that excellence, tisue cpndefceodbg 
fweetnefs of whoie genetx)iis nature ftodped 
to the humble mute admirer, who only fighed 
at a diftaoce, and, whilft aipiring to nothii^ 
more than pity, gained her k>ve : and what a 
treafure is that love ! what a combination of 
charms are met together ! beauty, that would 
have attradted all beholders without the aid of 
mental excellencies 5 a mind, that would have 
y^orx all hearts without the help of perfonal 
attractions. 

There was a myftery in old times, which the 
fuperftition of the initiated kept facred from 
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all ears j there is a myftery of modern timesj 
which Its own nonfenfe fecures againft difco- 
very ; but thofe joys to which I have been ad-» 
mitted, my dear Arundel, arc undilcoverable, 
becaufe they can never be defcribed. ' 

I find myfeif with a companion, in whofe 
Ibciety no hour of the day can be heavy j her 
lively genius gives a novelty to every fubjeft, 
and we mutually inftruft each other : flie tells 
me of the world as it is, I* inform her of the 
world as it hath been. It gives me inexpreC- 
liblc delight to find that her fpirits are not 
damped by retirement and the tete-a-tete of 
a hufband, on the contrary their gaiety en- 
crcafes every day, and I may truly (ay we have 
^ever waked but to a joyful morning : the tem- 
porary dcprcffion (he felt upon parting fi-om 
her beloved brother is long (ince at aa end, 
and • her buoyant mind rifes fuperior to tho(fe 
gloomy and unfocial thoughts, which deal in 
melancholy prediftions and feed their Iplecn 
with horrors of their own panting j ffie on the 
contrary fees all futurity in its brighteft light, 
and by the force of a fanguine fancy meets her 
gallant herb returning with frelh laurels to her 
arms, and fealb upon Ihe idea* - 

Aa 


^a ARUNDEL. 

As for me, who by one of the mod rapid 
tranfitions of fortune am of a fudden trairf- 
plantcd from cpUege rooms and the twentieth 
part of a bed-maker's attendance to the pof- 
fcflion of an elegant houfc and a family of fcr- 
vants> what flbould I have done without her 
help? Things, which no time would have 
brought to my underftanding, Ihe fees and 
Comprehends in a moment; it is incredible 
with what facility fhe arranges her donieftic 
matters, and though every order is given with 
the moft perfeft fweetnefs of temper, yet there 
is no trifling with her commands i the ftrifteft 
obedience is exaded and of courfe obtained* 
The machine, now put in motion by her guid* 
ing hand, goes on mechanically and with cor- 
redt regularity, and for my part I fhall be to- 
tally out of employ, unlefs I keep fome little 
land in my hands, which my lovely friend ad- 
Vifes. me to do. She is accomptant-general 
of my finances, and has furniflied herfelf with 
a huge vellum book, and all the apparatus of 
a clerk, which I (hould never have thought 
o^ and fufFered accordingly : fhe fays our in- 
come will amply fufHce for our eftablilhmen(i 
and le^ye fome loofc Ptoney for unforefeen 
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occafions on the balance ; but I had no ojp<> 
j)ortunity, of talking with you about the very 
kind offer, which Lord G. made me of a do- 
native of £*3oo per annum, that has lately 
elapfed : I was really fo opprefled with bounty 
from all hands, that I did no^ know what an-* 
fwer to make him^ when I ought in gratitude 
to have faid a great deal j I muft rely upon 
you to hdp me out, by telling him what an 
awkward animal I am, when my friends con- 
found me with their goodnefs, and at the fame 
time be fure to fay in the moll fincere and na- 
tural way to his Lordfhip, that I muft believe 
he has a number of expeftants, who look up 
to him for favors, and whofe long attendance 
has ^ven them far better claims upon his pa- 
tronage than I can pretend to ; if therefore he 
has any one of theie in his eye, I befeech him 
to pafs me over, and my gratitude will ftill be 
paid to his good wifhes. But if on the con- 
trary his delire to do a grace to you in the 
perfon of your friend, prevails againft all 
other claims, I then beg of him to add a 
further grace to his bounty by beftowing it 
upon her, from whom I derive every pretcn- 
(jQik and to whom I owe every ble0ing in 

lifet 
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life, and let • her, by whofe hand I am raifed, 
and on whofe fmiks I live> appropriate to her 
prirate purie, that which to me would be a 
fuperfluity. In God's name what am I ? what 
ri^fit have I to be thus carefled by fortune ? I 
already fink under the Weflings I enjoy i my 
own unworthiaefs flies in my face and I trem- 
ble for the trials which profperity may expofc 
me to. I am determined, Arundel, to humble 
myfelf even below what I am by nature ; there 
is nobody but yourfelf and my deareft Lady 
Jane to whom I dare give a vent to the hap- 
pineis of my heart, for fear my exultation 
fliould be miftaken fcr infult ; to my country 
neighbours, and particularly to my brethren of 
the doth, I am refolved nothing Ihall efcape 
me to provoke . their ill opinion of me as a 
man intoxicated by good fortune, or to put 
diem upon enquiring how I merited what has 
befallen me : in Ihort, my deaf friend, I have 
called nayfclf to a ftrid: account, and find I 
have no chance for preferving the favor of 
Providence, but to humble myfelf with double 
diligence before God and man, and to pray for 
lupport under the moft dangerous of all trials, 
the trial of unmerited proiperity. 

L^dy 
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Ladjr Jane was defirous upon her wedding- 
day to give fome litde bounty to the poor of 
the parifli, and confulted me upon if; I ihew- 
ed her a litde book, in which I had minuted 
down the particuhrs of all the needy families, 
the number, ages and fcx of their children, 
with the occupation, condition and neceffities 
of their parents ; I had the fatisfa6tion to fee 
Ihe was very much pleafcd by this account, 
which (he confidered as an inftance of my at- 
tention to the duties of a parilh prieft -, (he 
•was at the trouble of copying my lift, and has 
begun her vifitation in confequence of it. I 
perceive I (hall have nothing to do but write 
fermons, and preach them in their ears on a , 
Sunday, for my weekly duty will be in better 
hands. 

. Arundel, I repeat to you my refoliition of 
nevqr quitting the flock, which you -have put 
under my care : I will not make your bounty 
a ftepping-ftone to my ambition, and of this 
I took an early opportunity to apprife Lady 
Jane, without which explanation I thought it 
would have been diflionourable to have enter- 
•ed into engagements with her : I need not fay 
Vol. H, N that 
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fion to ours -, as (he dates his cafe it muft have 
been extremely hard, for the bufineis having 
failed through no mifcarriage or fault of his, 
the poor Baron never could obtain indemnifica- 
tion for his charges, and having wearied out 
his health and exhauiled his fortune in a fruit* 
Jefs folicitation at Vienna, he died and left his 
difconfolate widow in very narrow circumftan- 
ces *. You have flattered me with the hopes 
of coming to me after the wedding, unlefs I 
prevented you by fetting out upon Davifon's 
arrival: this I was ftrongly tempted to do, 
that I might prevent your trouble 5 but great 
as was my joy when I received fuch inftances 
of your returning kindnefs^ my health and, ipi- 
rits were ftill unequal to the undertaking, for 
to fay the truth I am far from well ; a low fe- 
ver hangs about me, and I take little reft or 
nourifliment : come to me therefore, my dear 
Lord, and repay yourfelf by a double piece of 
charity, for I think you may be able to do 
Madame Polberg a fervice with the Imperial 
minifter, by Hating the cafe of the Baron, as 
It came under your cognizance, and it is to be 

* Alas, poor Baron ! The compiler of thcfe Memoirs 
fympathizes with thee in thy fuiFerings. 
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hoped that your teftimony will aflift her fuit 
for obtaining juftice. Thus you fhall at once 
receive the widow's blefling, and the grateful 
thanks of your devoted wife. Your prefence 
may repel this fecret enemy that faps my 
health, if I fee you happy and well pleafed 
with me, the fmile of kindnefs will repair a 
broken Ipirit ; but if I hear that your retire- 
ment from oifice, and the happy marriage of 
Louifa, h^ve weaned your heart from the un- 
profitable purfuits of ambition, and if I find 
you diipofed to feek for peace and tranquillity 
in domeftic life, and that a town houfe and a 
fuburban villa can no longer detach you from 
the venerable feat of your anceftors, all com- 
plaints will vanifh before fuch a blefled revo- 
lution, and there will be no bounds to my joy 
and thankfulnefs. Then I will return with 
you mofl gladly ; from that moment my whole 
heart will be your's, and every hour of my * 
life fhall be dedicated to the delightful tafk of 
pleafing and of ferving you : then we fhall live 
again in our children, our youth fliall be re- 
novated in their's; in the contemplation of 
Louifa's and Arundel's nuptial happinefs, wc 
fhall find a perpetual feaft to our fouls, and 
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perhaps enjoy the further felicity of feeing a 
young generation arife from the union of two 
nobJe families, heirs of the virtue, beauty and 
gencrofity of their parents; 
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^be Ceuntefs to Lady Louifa G. 


ALL joy to my beloved child ! Your mo- 
ther, who fkd to this folitary dwelling 
with n^ better hope, than to fccretc herfelf 
rrom calumny and unkindnefs, has' found it a 
fcenc of bufy revolutions, felefted as it were 
by Providence to perform its wonders in, and 
bjr the moft extraordinary coincidence of 
chances to bring the accufer face to face with 
the accufed, and extort confeflion from a guil- 
ty heart under the terrors of impending death. 

What unexpedted happinels has followed 
the difcovery of that wicked pk)t 1 How much 
beyond all hq^ was the prefervation of that 

delperate 
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dclperate man> the leaft of whofe wounds 
feemed to take away all chance of life ! How 
adorable was the divine Grace, which infpired 
him with repentance, and moved him to make 
atonement for his crimes by a clear, compleat 
and explicit confeflion ! Who could have be- 
lieved that your father's heart would have been 
fo converted from its rel'entment, aad turned 
upon the fudden with fuch benignity towards 
Arundel! What remained for you but to 
wafte your life in bewailing his obduracy, or 
clfe to have funk your character by precipi- 
tating yourfelf into a clandeftine marriage 
againft the proteft of your parent ? Haplcfs al- 
ternative ! and yet where was your hope but 
in the choice of thefe difficulties ? — When be- 
hold at once, in the moft unexpefted moment, 
the hand of Heaven is laid upon your father's 
heart, the quickening touch revives that con- 
icience> which feemed dead within him, the 
regenerate fpirit of mercy inlpircs, him with 
new feelings, peace and reconciliation take 
place, Arundel is adopted, my prayers arc 
granted and my child is blefl. 

Now, Louifa, I conjure, you by youtt gra- 
titude to that beneficent Power,, which has 
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brought thefc mighty things to pafs, let thcfc 
rcfleftions never fade in your mind : remem- 
ber what it is you owe, a debt' that your whole 
life can never overpay. Be dutiful, afFedionatc 
and tender to your father i remember what he 
has done for you ; call to mind isi«rhat daggers 
he has drawn from your bofom, and flrike not 
a thorn, though the flighteft and leaft painfol, 
intp his : cherilh him in his age, pity him in 
his infirmities, footh him in thofe liftlefs hours, 
when life becomes a load : let him be ever 
welcome to your doors, open your arms to 
jpeceive him, though he bring no mirth or 
gaiety with him, and make allowances for the 
dullnefs of that evening, which is too apt to 
clofe the day, that has been facrificed to am- 
bition; diough his mind may decay let not 
your charity lofe its vigour, and let the daugh- 
ter's hoipitality be the parent's afylum. 

In my letter to your father I took the 
liberty of hinting to him how bleft 1 ihould 
be if he could detach his mind from worldly 
purfuits, and take this opportunity of his rc- 
cefs from office to feek tranquillity in the 
country : let me entreat you ' to co-operate 
with my wifhes, and as your influence w 
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greati to exert it for his happincls. Grant for 
a moment that he was reinftated in his former 
poft, what can he gain by it ? not any new 
acceflion of dignity ; for what is that honor, 
of whofe inftability he has had fuch recent ex- 
jpcrience ? and if he fceks it without obtain- 
ing it, a fruitlefs purfuit does but fink his 
character and diigrace his politics. On the 
contrary, if he avails himfelf of his difmiffion 
from public affairs, and without impatience 
or repining takes up the refpeftable charafter 
of an independant . nobleitian, all mankind 
will give him credit for the difintereftednefs of 
his paft fervices, and not impute them to the 
greedinefs of power, but te a patriot zeal for 
his country's good. 

As for your own conduft in a married 
ftate, the leflbns which I ftiould have repeated 
have been fo faithfidly rcmemberc4 by you, 
and fo apdy applied, that you have antici- 
pated all I had to fay on that fubjed : thofe 
rules are now become your own, and I truft 
you will never want pcrfeverance in following 
what your reafon adopts^ 

In Mn Mortlake and Lady Jane you will 
have the beft neighbopr^ in the woild^ and I 
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flatter myfelf they will both contribute to your 
happinefs and themfclves enjoy it. The Ipeei- 
men you fcnt me of her poetry pleafed me 
much, and the fubjeft ftill better than the exe- 
cution of it. I beg you will prefent to them 
my moft cordial congratulations. 

Mr. Arundel has {o long commanded every" 
good .and zealous wilh of my heart, that it 
would be but idle ceremony to repeat them 
now : as the huftand of my Louifa he will 
have my warmeft afFeftion j but I . muft be- 
feecK both him and you not to think of 
coming hither, as you kindly offered: no, 
my dear, that is a facrifice I will by no means 
allow you to makej and left what I have 
faid may iiot be fufficient to divert you from^ 
it, remember that I pofitively forbid it. As 
my health is fomewhat impaired, I think it 
not improbable 1 fhall try a winter in the 
fouth of France, to which I am advifed, and 
have the offer of all necefiary paflports for 
the purpofe. Let me hope I fhall then return 
to you with better fpirits, and a more efta- 
bliflied ftate of health. 

Sir George Revel is gone to Bareges, fixnn 
which place he .has written toe a letter full of 

acknow- 
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acknowledgments ; and I am well pleafed to 
hear that he advances in his recovery. It will 
be long before he returns to England. 

I had almoft forgot a circumftance, .which 
I fhould more properly have mentioned in my 
letter to your father j but I defire you will 
tell hini, that upon obferving what you fay to 
him and Mr. Arundel about diamonds, I ftiall 
be extremely happy, with his approbation, to 
transfer my jewels to you, and I do earneftly 
rcqucft he will confent to my defire. J deli- 
vered them into his hands when I left Lon- 
don, and I hope he will deliver them into 
your's. God blejs you, my dear cluld ! • 

Farewell. 
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LETTER CIIL 

Sir George Revel to the Count ejs of G. 

Bareges. 

A HEART fo penetrated with your good- 
nefs as mine is cannot refift the impulfe 
of gratitude, though I fear there is a degree 
of prefumption m thus repeating to -you i»y 
thanks, or fuppofiiig that it can be in any de- 
gree interefting to you to hear, that J ifeached 
this place with lefs pain and fatigue than I 
expefted, and that I find myfdf much bene- 
fited fince my arrival. 

I faw with the deepeft concern a very fen- 
fible alteration in your health, whilft your 
charity was employed in rcftoring mine : the 
gendenrian, who will h^ve the honor of wait- 
ing upon you with this letter, Dr^ Ramfey of 
Edenborough, is returning to his own country,, 
having received his cur^ from thefe falutary 
waters 5 let not this fmall^ but zealous effort 
' offend you, and pardon me if I have availed 

myfelf 
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wfHi of CjT oppQftmifiy £>* tcodcni^ to joq 
die adrax cc a peribn ib eminent in his pio* 
feflinn, and £> ardent m fervc you. You have 
bcciiy under Prcmdeiioe, the laiiu f u of my 
lifir; cDuldl be the happy lufliiaum r of add* 
ing but one hour of heahh to your's^ how bkft 
ftooUIbe! 

I have the hcnor to b^ &c. &c. 


LETTER CIV. 

Ladj Louifa Arundel to the Counirfs ofG. 

Spring GroTe» 

T AM juft returned from the church, where 
before a crowd of fpeftators Arundel and 
your happy dau^ter haye joined their hands 
and interchanged their wedded vows before 
the altar ; the mild ferenity of Arundcl^s coun* 
tenance, the pious harmony of Mordake's 
voice^ who performed the folemn office^ and 

the 
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the cheating looks of my father and Lady- 
Jane, fupported me through the moft awful 
moment of my life. They tell me I acquitted 
myfelf with much propriety j I hope the wife 
of Arundel will ever do fo. 

The firft commands my hufljand lays upoa 
me are to aflure you of his moft relpe(5tful de- 
votion, and I obey him with a heart, that over- 
flows with filial as with conjugal affeftion. 

I am> &c. &Ca 

Louisa Arundel. 

P. S. My father writes to you j wc ace 
fetting oflf for Arundd Houfe* 
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LETTER CV. 

Thi Earl to the Ceuntefs of G. 

J I>I SPAT C H my fervant Le Maitre witK 
the joyful intelligence of our beloved daugh- 
ter's marriage, on which event I congratulate 
with you moft cordially and moft afFe£tion-* 
ateJy. 

The week that Arundel has paffed here en-- 

dears him to me above meafure : never did I 

contemplate a charafter more truly amiable^ 

and I flatter myfdf I am now received into 

his heart : he did not give himfelf fo wholly 

up to lover-like dalliances as to exclude nne 

from his attentions, but on the contrary L had 

many hours in private with him, and in thele 

friendly conferences he opened to me the 

whole ftate of his affairs, and it was with plea— 

fure I found him perfeft maftcr of them, ^nc^ 

thoroughly difpofed to confine himfelf to fuclx 

a (cheme of living, as will for ever fccure him. 

from exceeding them : I muft do Louifa th^ 
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juftice to fay that it is her plan, or rather your's, 
which he has adopted in its full extent; fo 
Iblid an underftanding as his will never depart 
from rules fo effential to domeftic cooifort, and 
fo conformable to right reafon. 

The bride and bridegrooi^ fet off in dieir 
poft-chaife for Arundel Houfe foon after the 
ceremony was over, but I requefted Mr* Mort- 
lake and Lady Jane to pafs the day with me, 
which they very charitably confcnted to, and 
great comfort they afford me thereby, for they 
are lovely people. 

I am now a folitary being upon earth till 
your friendly and forgiving heart fliall receive 
me once again and for ever ; to that virtuous, 
that bleffed afylum I am haftening, impatient 
to atone to you for all your cruel fufFerings, 
and to approve myfelf a fond and faithful 
hufband for the reft of our days. 

Every thing in your letter (except the ac- 
count of your health, which heavily afflicts me) 
meets my perfe<5t approbation : believe, me on 
-my word, Louifa, I have taken a laft leave of 
all the vanity and ambition of this world, and 
devote niyfelf to you and thofe endearing ties, 
i which 
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which wrap our hearts together. I have at 
laft got fight of tranquillity, and made ac- 
quaintance with true happinefs and peace of 
heart ; Ihall I forfeit their acquaintance ? Ne- 
ver, The reform yoii point out I have already 
put in motion, and my agent has inftrudions 
to fet my Jhoufe in town to fale ; the fame fhall 
be done by this villa, if you recommend it,, 
but as it was once a favorite with you, I poft- 
pone its fentcnce till you give final judgment 
upon it : I have no holdings towards it j com- 
pared to the fuperior claim of my hereditary 
refidence it is but as a miftrefs to a lawfiil 
wife, and I fhall throw it oflF without a figh. 
Upon a clofe review of my domeftics I find a 
parcel of fpoilt puppies fit for little elfe but 
fumilhing the h,all of a Minifter's houfe, and 
I have accordingly bequeathed them to the 
public, not chufing to annex fuch lumber to 
a fober family upon a country eftablifliment j* 
we will have no fuch fellows about us. Arun- 
del's fervants have been all drilled by the late 
general and are in perfedt difcipline -, they arc 
not a numerous corps but they are welJ train- 
ed, and move with the regularity of machines, 
I offered him our town houfe, if Ik had been 

difpofed 
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dilpofed to have exchanged it for his ownr 
but he fays it is too large and ftately and wiU 
have nothing to do with it. You would be 
charnried with the modeft fimplicity of their 
equipages ; he is fond of horfes, but does not 
feeni to have that pafllon for the ftable, which 
young men of his age are fo apt to have ; his 
ruling paffion is that which fympathizes with 
our Louifa'sj a mutual love pofleffes thern 
wholly ; as for our dear doating girl, though 
you well know and have often trembled for 
the uncommon fenfibility of her heart, and its 
proncnels to the tendereft of all affeftions, ftiil 
you can form no guefs at the exceflive fond- 
nefs every look, each word and every aftion 
cxprefs for the beloved of her foul : I can 
Ipeak only of what I have feen, and doubtlefs 
fhe has put fome check upon herfelf in my 
company ; what I have not feen can be only 
matter of conjefture, and as her darling's fen- 
fations feem to the full as quick as her own, 
I am apt to think for both their fakes I have 
not married them an hour too foon, though 
our deeds are far from completed, Arundel 
would not take a guinea from my hands upon 
the marriage, as he knew I did not over- 
abound 
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abound in cafh^ T forced a thoufand pounds 
vponLouifa, out of which fhe bought a few, 
and but a few, articles of apparel 5 as for pin- 
money fhe rejefted the idea with abhorrence. 
The rents of the eftate, which with the barony 
of G. go to Louifa in cafe I die without heir 
male, I have turned over to Arundel, and the 
reform I have made, and fhall further make, 
in my eflablifhmcnt, will more than anfwer 
- to that defalcation of my income 5 fo that you 
and I fhall be more than rich enough for all 
the dignified enjoyments of life, and liberally 
provided for the charities of it j as for thefc . 
-beloved creatures, I only fear they will be 
wealthy to a furfeit. 

I am only waiting for news of their fafe ar- 
rival, and then I fhall fet out by the way of 
Margate and Oflend, between which there is a 
pacquet-boat that paflcs under the Emperor's 
colours ; I fhall have no one but a fervant 
with me, as I am prepared to find you in a 
very fmall houfe, and befeech you not to hurry 
your fpirits about preparations for me 5 the 
humblefl diet and the meanefl lodging will be 
preferable, to all earthly fplendors in my efU- 
xnation, if you greet me with the finile of ap- 
;. . ...*-' probation 
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probation and forgivencfs, and if I ann ib blcft 
as to find you recovering of that indiipofition 
you complain of^ and which has railed a thou- 
fand anxious alarms in my boibm. 

Le Maitre has orders to meet me at Oftend 
with an account of your health and what other 
commands you may pleafe to give him. In 
obedience to your wifhes I have fearched out 
fome papers relative, te Baron Polberg's nego- 
tiation in England, which I iktter myfelf will 
be of ufe to the widow's cauf^ : the Imperial 
prime minilter is a very noble gendeman^ and 
a lover of juftice j I don't defp^ of rendering 
Madame Polberg fome fervicesj if her cafe is 
righdy dated. Farewells 
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LETTER CVI. 


Arundel to the Earl of G. 


Arundel Houfe. 

T SNATCH a hafty moment to afllire your 
Lordfhip of our fafe arrival and in early 
evening; we were confiderably lels time upon 
the road, than when we came up with you, 
for our carriage was Jight and the poll-boys 
were peculiarly alert. Our dear Louifa fays 
Ihe has not only felt no fatigue by the way, 
but fcarce believes Ihe has performed a jour- 
^i as her mind was not upon the road but 
witli the happy companion, who was feated by 
he/ fide. That charming glow, fo natural to 
h^ Ipirits, has never abated i even flie herfclf 
was never half fo beautiful as at this moment ; 
judge then what fhe is: there is a luftre in 
ker eyes too dazzling to look upon : what an 
angel have you bellowed upon me ! Excule 
the incoherence of my letter, for I write to 
you a few words at a timej as I can prevail 

with 
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with my felf to take off my eyes from her en- 
chanting perfon. I am periuaded that even 
Saint Anthony could not have recoUedled hirn- 
felf in her prefence, how then fhould I keep any 
compofure of thoughts or ftile, whilft fhe is 
playing about the room ? — We are alone and 
in the pifture-room where my venerable fore- 
fathers hang by the wall, gravely contemplat- 
ing their enamoured happy defcendant. And 
am I miftrefs of this houfe ? (he fays ; will 
thefe grave perfonages acknowledge me as 
one of their family ? Am I an Arundel ? — and 
then (he makes a folemn obeifance to the old 
Cardinal at the upper end of the roonn, which 
you contend to be a Titian. What can I do 
with fuch a playful, fuch an enchanting crea- 
ture ? It is impoffible to proceed. — ^Now Ihe 
has run to the piano- forte and begins to. fing ; 
oh Heavens ! with what expreflion. ; She is 
irrefiftible i fhe matters all the fenfes !at once. 
What can I fay, my dear, my generous Lord ! 
All that is left of me is your^s. ^ 

Farewell. 
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LETTER CVIL 

Lady Loutfa Arundel to Lady Mortlake, 

• 

IJ O W do you, my Lady Jane ? I hear 
your Ladyfliip is juft arrived, and I con- 
ceive it to be an indifpenfable pundtilio in 
country manners to enquire after my neigh- 
bours, and put them to the trouble of a letter, 
though they live at next door. Is the con- 
fcience of your beloved at peace within it-^ 
fclf ? Docs he repine at the mifchief he com- 
mitted yefterday on the perfon of his friend, 
or does he feel as if he had done no mifchief 
at all ? Me he has bleft beyond the bounds of 
human happinefs, and whilft I continue to feel 
and endeavour to deferve the blefling he has 
pronounced, furely he Will not repent of hav- 
ing pronounced itj if linabating love, fide- 
lity and devotion to my Arundel, are good fe- 
curiries for the conduft of a wife, to them I 
appeal without any fear of forfeiture. 

Do not think I write to entice you from 
your houfe the very evening of your arrival ; I 
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hope to-morrow wc fhall dine together here 
at our old-fafliioned hour ; in the mean time 
Arundel and I are not tired of each other's 
company. Oh, my fweet Jane, my dear bridal 
lifter, how I long to embrace you, and inter- 
change with you thofe warm^ and grateful ef- 
fufions of the heart, which happinefs like cur's 
inlpires ! Had I been told before I married 
Arundel, that my love for him would admit 
of an incrcafe, I fhould have ipurned at the 
idea, now I find it had been truly faid, for 
he is ten times dearer to me than ever; furely 
my affeftion is of a fofter quality, the fires 
that love had lighted in my heart now melt 
it, and whilft my eyes dwell on his engaging 
form, the tears inltinftively flow fi-om them, 
and though I fmile, I weep : he is now out of 
'the room giving Ibme orders to his fervants, 
clfe I could not write fo compofedly as I do. 
Tell me, my Jane, are not your fenfations 
like mine ? Methinks, they arc, for though you 
did not quite confefs fo much in words, your 
looks were true interpreters of a moft tender 
heart. I have feen your animated features 
more alive, but never did you look fo charm- 
ing as at Spring Grove* 

6 Thank 
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Thank Heaven ! I have not brought Arun- 
del a farthing, for it is my glory to owe every 
thing to him. What a wretch (hould I have 
been, had I fufFered him to deck me out with 
diamonds ! and now behold my generous mo- 
ther wiihes me to take her's : I paufe upon 
that offer j for what are all fuch things to me ? 
The jewel of my hufband's heart is all I coveo 
to poffefs : grofs indeed would be my error, 
were I fo to difgrace myfelf with your dilin- 
terefted example before me. No, Jane, I will 
be moderate in all things but my love, and 
humble as fimplicity itfelf : there is nothing I 
more abhor than the idea of being a fine bride, 
and I neither afFe6t to be popular with the 
milliners, nor to be made the fubjeft of a 
puffing paragraph in a filly newfpaper. 

But I am writing you a long letter, and we 
are to meet to-morrow i let me beg you will 
come an hour before dinner, or at leaft fend 
your dearer half to me, for I want to confuk 
his judgment. There is one thorn in the 
filial heart of my beloved Arundel, which I 
would fain attempt to draw ; you will eafily 
perceive that it points. to his father; that un- 
feeling, envious parent has declared to Lord G. 

O 2. that 
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that he cannot think of entering this houie, 
which fo late belonged to his dccealed bro- 
ther> with whom he was at enmity, and who 
totally overlooked him in his will. Now it 
occurs to me that I might write to this Sir Jo- 
feph, and if Mn Mortlake does not diffuade 
from the undertaking, and will help me in the 
execution of it, a woman's hand> when arnned 
with a weapon of his bellowing, may ftrike a 
hard blow upon a callous hearty and perhaps 
awaken it to fomc fenfe of fliame at lea^ift, if 
nothing better can be done. Apprize your 
dear hufband of this, and let him turn it ia 
litis thoughts, but do not let him fuppofe I can 
think offending any letter to Sir Jofeph with- 
out (hewing it firft to Arundel, and having 
his fandlion for the attempt. Farewell. 
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LETTER CVIIL 


The Earl of G. to Lady Louifa ArundeK- 


T' WR IT E to you from the houfe of Ma- 
dame Polbcrg, where I arrived the day be- 
fore yefterday, and had the fatisfaftion to find' 
your dear mother in a fair way to reco- 
ver, though far from well. She had begun t<y 
receive great benefit from the prefcriptions of 
a Doftor Ramfay of Edenborough, who was 
then with her, and, who being on his return 
fr<mi«Bareges, had been fent thither by Sir 
George Revel, and I confefs it was a mark of 
grateful attention to his benefa6lTefs, . which. 
gave me a very pleafing impreffion.^ 

I will not awaken your fenfibility by a de- 
fcription of our meeting, further than to tell 
you in general words, that it w^s as tender and 
aflFcfting as ^ly penitence and her forgivenefs 
could make ic. 1 flatter myfelf the anguifh of 
her mind is now healed, . and that fhe credits 
me for the finccrity of the profeflions I have 
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made to her : indeed I have bodi the evidence 
of her looks and the afiurances of her phyfician 
to convince me of the very £ivorable altera- 
tion in her health and fpirits in die fhort dme 
I have been with her : notwidiftanding this, I 
(hall not have the happinefs of bringing her 
home widi me inunediately, as Dr. Ramfay 
very earneflly advifes her to winter in the 
fbudi of France, and I believe it will be de- 
cided for Montpelier as ibon as 1 can pro- 
cure the proper paflporcs, of which there is 
no doubt. 

This unfbrefeen journey wiU oblige me to 
throw feme trouble on your dear hufband, to 
whom I ihall take the liberty of addrefling 
certain powers and commiflions for the re- 
gulation of my affairs at home, particularly as 
to the fale of my houfe in Grofvenor Square, 
and alfo of my villa at Spring Grove, both 
which we have joindy determined to di^fe 
of: I muft likewife defire him to forward the 
prefentation to Mr. Mortiake's donative, which 
I left in the hands of my worthy agent, Mr. 
Green of Lincoln's Inn. 

This is the conipleateft folitude that can 

well 
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well be imagined j it is early morning, and yet 
I have had the melancholy euriofity to vifit 
the ever memorable ipot in the center of the 
adjoining wood, where your beloved hufband, 
like Heaven's avenging minifter, ftruck pride 
and calumny to the ground. It was a fcene 
to call forth all the feelings of my heart ; con- 
fcience did not pafs it over lightly ; I humbled - 
myfelf to the earth, and poured forth my 
thankfgivings to that merciful Being, -who 
has vouchfafed to fliower fuch bleffings on his 
undefcrving creature. Farewell. 
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Can^d and fiiendly Reader, 

crWESE Laurs, fvbub I baoe frefenud to 
tbee^ toping they may ferve to amuje am 
bow or two of thy Utfure^ have been coBeSed 
and arranged by me tvitb Jome poms in tbe Jeries 
as tbef now ftandj but when tbe principal cor-^ 
rejpondents were married, and tbe two brides 
became neigbbours, ktter-writing no longer was 
tbeir' concern I tbey bad otber bu/inefs upon tbeir 
bands: but tbougb I cannot for this teafon gra^ 
tify thy curiofity witb tbeir epiflolary correffon-- 
dence^ yet if wbat tbou bafi read of their pafi 
fiery fbould inter eft thee to be told of tbeir fuc^ 
ceeding proj^erity in tbe married JtatCj I have 
tbe pleafkre to inform thee that tbar dom^ic 
happinefs has known no interruption^ 

Arundel and his charming Lady are as much 
in loFve with each other' as ever\ tbey home ftriSl^ 
ly adhered to that rational plan they Jet out 
withy and are beloved and bl^ed by all, their 
neighbours y rich and poor i by gradual improve-- 
' . ments 
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fnents they have beautified their place to a very 
high degree^ from the fuperfluities of their incomes 
Louija's gar dens y flower -hotifeSy dairy andpouU 
try are the admiration of the whole neighbour- 
hood *s Ar under s farm-houjes ^ cottages y woods 
and grounds are the talk of the country ^ and 
happy are thoje tenants and laborers who live 
under him. He is a very 'reJpeSldble mem* 
her of Parliament J but no parti/an ; upon all 
great queftions he is Jure to be found in his. place 
and nobody is better heard in the Houje^ but as 
to taking office I believe there are few things he 
is more adverje to. Lady Louifa has brought 
bihi four fine children^ and if I am rightly in^ 
formed his family- conftfts of two boys and two 
girls. 

^e Reverend Mr. Mortlake and Lady Jane 
are wedded to their delicious retirement ^ and if 
there is happinefs on earthy this amiable couple 
is in the enjoyment of it. "The harmony of their 
friend/hip with the houfe of Arundel has gone on 
without check or abatement y for the hateful Jpirit 
of envy cannot fow difcord injuch hearts as they 
are pojfejfed of: they are adored by their parijh^ 
ioners, and beloved by all who know them. Lady 

Jane 
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Jane is the happy mother of Jive beautiful chiU 
drefiy who, with the little Arundelsy make a 
charming group of playfellows. 

The Earl and Countefs of G, after pajjing a 
winter in the f out b of France y came home the bejl 
of friends y and are retired to their country Jeaty 
where they conjlantly refidey except when they 
make a vijit to their beloved connexions at Arun- 
del Houfe. *Ihe mind of that amiable Lady 
being healed of all its forrowsy Jhe has regained 
her health and fpirits, and Lord C declares he 
has at laji difcovered wherein true happinefs 
ionfijis. 

Admiral John Arundel having fought the good 
fight y has laid himfelf up for the peace in a fnug 
little tenement within a few miles of his nepbeWy 
'\ohich he has fitted up as near as pojftble to the 
model of his Jhip's cabin, where he enjoys himfelf 
after his own humour : it is a joyful holiday to 
all the children when he comes over to Arundel 
HBufey as there is nofuch playfellow in the world 
as uncle John. 

The gallant Earl of S» having cleared his pa-- 
temal ejiate from encumbrances and put it into 
good condition with part of the fum be gained by 

his 
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his capttiresy has married a Mifs Dorfner, who 
is a very amiable and accomplijhed lady ; Jhe is 
niece to old Lady Freville and the Hon. Mrs. 
Dormer y and will inherit their fortunes^ which 
are very confiderable. 

Sir Jpjefh Arundel has paid the debt of na- 
turey but not before he had feen his errors y and 
reconciled himfelf to his worthy fon by a vijit to 
Arundel Houfcy where he was received with great 
kindnefs and reJpeSt. 

Sir George Revel is at laft returned to Eng^ 
land not more perfeSly healed of his wounds than 
by them \ he is in all reJpeSls a reformed many 
and has married a lady of a noble Huguonof 
family in the fouth of France^ who promifes to 
make him m excellent wifcy and to whom he 
Jeems very truly attached. 

And noWy kind Reader y if thou wilt allow a 
Jpare corner on thy Jhelf for thefe little volumes 
and not throw them by with difdainy I hope they 
will repay thy courtefy fome rainy eveningy when 
a trifling book may take its turn for want of bet ^ 
ter company ; or per adventure they may give thee 
a lift up a hilly or through the fandsy when thy 
chaife is Jlowly dragged by a pair of weary poft-^ 
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boffes, and thy mind without fomething to feed 
upon would perchance be as weary as the beajis 
that draw thee* At any time^ or in any temper ^ 
though they may only lull thee into a placid nap^ 
Jo they amufe thy fancy and not offend thy morals ^ 
truft me there does not live a man, who will 
more truly rejoice to pleqfe thee th/m 

Thy devoted friend andfervant, 

R,a 




FINIS* 




